
What Does the OKC Municipal Code Say (or not say) about Short-term Rentals? 
 
The subject of short-term rentals (STRs) falls under a general discussion about zoning, and also 
touches other topics such as business and lodging. 
 
Any emphasis in the direct quotations from the Code is mine. 
 
What is residential zoning? 
 

§ 59-8200. - Residential use unit classifications. 
Residential use unit classifications include the occupancy of living accommodations on a 
non-transient basis  and shall specifically exclude those providing 24-hour hospital care 
and those providing forced residence, including detention and correction facilities. 

 
What types of accommodations are included in residential zoning? 
 
There is a large list of types of residences that fall under this classification, from single family 
dwellings, to convalescent homes, to dormitories. In Heritage Hills, the only permitted type of 
residence is Single-Family Residential. Two-family residences in Heritage HIlls have been 
grandfathered if they have remained such from the date of the incorporation of the HP district. In 
most other neighborhoods, the pertinent types are: 
 

8200 .14. Single-Family Residential. One dwelling unit, other than a manufactured 
(mobile) home, that is a freestanding and structurally separated building used exclusively 
for residential purposes. It is located on a lot or building site that is unoccupied by any 
other dwelling unit or main building. A typical use is a single detached dwelling. 

8200 .15. Three- and Four-Family Residential. Three and four dwelling units which are 
placed so some structural parts are touching one another, but remain freestanding and 
structurally separated from any other building or group of dwelling units. The dwelling 
units are located on a lot or building site that is unoccupied by any other dwelling unit or 
main building. A typical use is a triplex or fourplex residence. 

8200 .16. Two-Family Residential. A building designed and used expressly for residential 
purposes providing independent living facilities for occupancy by two households. The 
two units are placed adjacent to one another, with structural parts touching. This unit is 
freestanding and structurally separated from any other dwelling or building, and is 
located on a lot or building site that is unoccupied by any other main dwelling or building 
unit. A typical use is a duplex residence. 

(Ord. No. 23755, § 5, 12-2-08; Ord. No. 24009, § 6, 2-2-10) 

 

Does the Code define “Family”? 

It certainly does: 



§ 59-2150. - Definitions. 
 

Family: One or more persons related by blood or marriage, including adopted children, 
or a group of, not to exceed, five unrelated persons (not related by blood or marriage), 
occupying the premises and living as a single non-profit housekeeping unit, as 
distinguished from a group occupying a boardinghouse, lodging house or hotel. 

 

What is a transient rental? 

A transient rental is 30 days or fewer. 

 

Is it legal to rent a room in a house in a residential district for a period greater than 30 
days? 

One room may be rented. Otherwise, the accommodation becomes another type of lodging 
under the Hotel/Motel sections of the Code. 

§ 52-62.1. 
Hotels, etc. 
(2) Hotel means any building(s), structure(s), trailer(s), or any other facility(ies) of any 
kind or nature, in which the public may, for consideration, obtain sleeping 
accommodations and in which two or more rooms are used for the accommodation of 
such guests (regardless of whether such rooms are located in one or several buildings, 
structures, trailers or facilities). The term shall include hotels, motels, tourist homes, 
houses or courts of any kind or nature, lodging houses, inns, rooming houses, bed and 
breakfast inns, corporate lodgings, trailer houses, trailer motels, dormitory space where 
bed space is rented to individuals or groups, apartments of any kind or nature, and all 
other similar facilities where rooms or any other space with sleeping facilities are 
furnished for a consideration.  

 
So, in a residential district, NO rooms may be rented on a transient basis and only ONE 
room may be rented on a non-transient basis? 
 
That’s what the Code says. 
 
What about garage apartments? Are they considered the same as homes for rental 
purposes? 
 
Garages, with or without apartments, are considered to be “Accessory Buildings.” In residential 
areas, they may be used for “Home Occupations.” In the Neighborhood Conservation District 
(around Paseo), they may also be used as art studios. 
 
Here is the list of allowed uses: 
 

§ 59-12200.3.C 
Home Occupations. 



Home occupations shall be permitted, subject to the following conditions: 
1. It shall be the home occupation or professional office of a person who lives in the 
main building. 
2. No person shall be employed who is not a member of the immediate family living 
on the premises. 
3. No signs for home occupations are allowed. 
4. The home shall not be altered to attract business. 
5. No additional curb cuts shall be permitted, and no front yard area, other than the 
driveway providing access to a garage, shall be paved or otherwise altered or used for 
parking of vehicles. 
6. No business shall be conducted upon the premises where chattel, goods, wares 
or merchandise are created, stored, exchanged or sold, such as a shop or store. 
7. No material or equipment shall be stored outside the confines of the home. 
8. No mechanical equipment which creates a disturbance, such as noise, dust, odor 
of electrical disturbance, shall be used. 

 
So, no types of rentals are allowed in garage apartments? 
 
That’s what the Code says. Refer back to § 59-8200.14 above, which clearly states that a 
“Single Family Residential” dwelling unit “is located on a lot or building site that is unoccupied by 
any other dwelling unit or main building.” 
 
What types of uses are allowed in HP districts: 
 
There are only two uses permitted without exception. They are, “Community Recreational: 
General”, and “Single Family Residential.” For other listed uses, an application and review 
process is required. 
 

    
 

TABLE 7250 .1: HP DISTRICT USE REGULATIONS 

KEY: P = Permitted // SE = Special Exception // V = Variance 

Reference  Section 59-9350  for standards for specific uses identified as (SE). 

USE HP 

DISTRIC



T 

8250.2 Community Recreational: General 1 P 

8250.5 Cultural Exhibits SE 

8450.2 Mining and Processing: Oil and Gas V 

8250.1

4 

Low Impact Institutional: Neighborhood-Related SE 

8200.1

2 

Multiple-Family Residential SE 

8200.1

4 

Single-Family Residential 2 P 

  

FOOTNOTES: TABLE 7250.1 

1   Excluding recreation facilities or services furnished on payment of a fee 
or admission charge. 

2   No more than one single-family dwelling per lot. 

(Ord. No. 24009, § 5, 2-2-10; Ord. No. 24498, § 2, 7-31-12; Ord. No. 24902, § 3, 6-10-14 ) 

 


