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State Water Resources Control Board Agrees to Extend Deadline 
on Carmel River Cutbacks
On Tuesday, July 19, the State Water Resources Control Board voted unanimously to extend its cutback order 
on pumping from the Carmel River by five years, under the condition that California American Water meet a 
series of milestones in the development of the Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project. Without a replacement 
water supply in place, the cutbacks, originally set to take effect at the end of this year, would have thrown the 
community into severe water rationing.

More than 25 local representatives from organizations including the Coalition of Peninsula Businesses, Monterey 
County Hospitality Association, Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce, Carmel River Steelhead Association, 
Carmel River Watershed Conservancy and others, travelled to Sacramento to urge the board to grant the 
extension, which had been requested by California American Water in partnership with other stakeholder groups 
and was based on over two years of discussion and negotiation with SWRCB staff. 

I’m very proud of the work we’ve done since the cutback order was originally issued to reduce our diversions 
from the Carmel River. The progress we’ve made would not have been possible without the involvement of the 
community, whose support was also critical to securing this much-needed extension from the state.

–California American Water President Rob MacLean

Prior to the hearing, the SWRCB received 74 letters urging the board to approve the schedule extension and 
river diversion limit California American Water requested. Congressman Sam Farr, Senator Bill Monning and 
Assemblymember Mark Stone were among those who wrote in support.

Under the new, modified Cease and Desist Order, California American Water will have until 2021 to lower 
pumping from the Carmel River from a rate of more than 7,000 acre-feet a year today to 3,376 acre-feet, the 
authorized limit. The Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project schedule anticipates construction completion in 
late 2019 with water deliveries beginning in 2020. Thirty-five hundred acre-feet of recycled water from the Pure 
Water Monterey Project, which will also off-set river pumping, is expected to be available in 2018. 
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Decision on Recycled Water, Pipeline and Pump Station 
Expected Next Month
The California Public Utilities Commission is expected to rule in September on the water purchase agreement 
for the Pure Water Monterey groundwater replenishment project and on the construction of an approximately 
7-mile pipeline that would deliver the purchased water to Monterey-area customers.

The Pure Water Monterey project, a joint effort between the Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency and 
the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District, is designed to provide up to 3,500 acre-feet of new, advanced-
treated recycled water to California American Water customers on the Monterey Peninsula as early as 2018. 

The 36-inch pipeline, which will run through portions of Seaside, Pacific Grove and Monterey, will both help to 
convey water from the Pure Water Monterey project and increase the capacity to store winter flows from the 
Carmel River in the Seaside Basin. Once the desalination project is completed in 2020, this pipeline will play a 
critical role in delivering water from the desal treatment facility in Marina to customers throughout the peninsula.

If the project is approved by the Commission, construction updates and more information concerning traffic 
impacts and schedule will be posted to www.watersupplyproject.org.

Settlement Reached on Desal Plant Return Water
A broad group of stakeholders including agricultural and environmental groups, water agencies and policy leaders 
signed a settlement agreement on June 15 concerning what many have described as the last remaining obstacle to 
obtaining consensus on the Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project.
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The settlement addresses the “return water” that will be 
produced at the proposed desalination plant. The project will 
draw seawater from beneath the ocean floor, pulling in a small 
percentage of groundwater in the process. California American 
Water has committed to “return” the amount of groundwater 
drawn from the project to the Salinas Valley Groundwater 
Basin to meet applicable requirements of the Monterey County 
Water Resources Agency Act. 

Under the terms of the settlement, the return water will be 
delivered to the Castroville Community Services District, whose 
current groundwater supplies have been impacted due to 
seawater intrusion. 

The plan we’ve set forth to solve the Peninsula’s water supply 
crisis has been in development for many years. During that 
time, we’ve worked closely with stakeholders and have made 
adjustments in order to address their concerns. It’s been a 
careful, considered process and the outcome arrived at reflects 
a vision for a sustainable water future.

–California American Water President Rob MacLean

By delivering the return water to the Castroville Community 
Services District, the $322-million Monterey Peninsula Water 
Supply Project will help to address broader regional water supply concerns, improve operational efficiency in the 
existing Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project which provides recycled water for crop irrigation, and provide a 
source of supply to an economically disadvantaged community. 

Water issues can be tough. But when you have parties committed to working together and identifying 
solutions, real progress is made. It’s time to rethink Monterey County’s reputation as a community where 
water problems go unsolved. Through the efforts of many, we’re leading the way in water conservation and 
innovative projects to address the needs of industry, the community and the environment.

–Monterey County Farm Bureau Executive Director Norm Groot

Supporters of the return water settlement include the Monterey County Water Resources Agency, Monterey 
Peninsula Regional Water Authority, Monterey Peninsula Water Management District, Monterey Regional 
Water Pollution Control Agency, LandWatch Monterey County, the Planning and Conservation League, the 
Coalition of Peninsula Businesses, Monterey County Farm Bureau and Salinas Valley Water Coalition.

Certification of a Final Environmental Impact Report for the Water Supply Project and other approvals must be 
obtained before the return water agreement would be fully effective.

The level of regional cooperation seen through this agreement is truly to be commended. Working 
together, we’re finding ways to conserve and beneficially use every drop of water, while helping to 
replenish our natural resources. It’s a model for other communities and we’re proud to be a part of it.

–Castroville Community Services District board president Ron Stefani
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About the Project
The Monterey Peninsula is facing a severe water supply problem. That’s because the State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB) has ordered California American Water to significantly reduce its pumping of water from 
the Carmel River. This order coupled with pumping restrictions in other parts of the county means that nearly 
70 percent of the Monterey Peninsula community’s historic water supply must be replaced. 

The current project is comprised of three elements:

 ¡ Desalination

 ¡ Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR)

 ¡ Pure Water Monterey: A Groundwater Replenishment Project (GWR)

This multi-faceted approach brings numerous advantages over a single-source solution. For one, it will enable 
California American Water to build a smaller desalination plant that will reduce the project’s environmental footprint. 
Secondly, this strategy will build-in redundancy that is critical for all municipal water supply systems, allowing the 
water system to continue to provide water if one component becomes temporarily unavailable.

DESALINATION
The Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project consists of sub-surface slant intake wells, a desalination plant, 
and related facilities including source water pipelines, product water pipelines and brine disposal facilities. The 
desalination plant will produce 6,250 acre-feet of treated water per year. One acre-foot is equal to one acre filled 
with one foot of water, which is typically enough water to support four households on the Monterey Peninsula for 
a year.

California American Water purchased a 46-acre 
parcel of land located off of Charles Benson 
Road in Marina as the site for the proposed 
desalination plant. California American Water 
has also secured access to and the ability to 
purchase permanent easements for locations 
to host its slant intake wells.

California American Water’s project will use a 
series of slant wells located near the coastline 
in the North Marina area to draw ocean water. 
The slant wells will be up to 800 feet long. The 
final location, layout and configuration will be 
based on the results of the slant test well and 
groundwater modeling work. 

In addition to the plant and its intake wells, other pipeline, storage and pump facilities will need to be 
constructed to ultimately deliver water to customers. 

Desalination plant
rendering
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Budget: Major Portions of the Project
Subsurface Intake System and Supply Return Facilities: $79M (24% spent to date)

Desalination Plant: $115M (14% spent to date)

Pipeline Facilities: $128M (13% spent to date)

Pre-Construction Cost*: $8M (100% spent to date)

NOTE: These figures are based on a 6.4 MGD desalination facility. Pre-construction costs are included in the $322-million project 
total. Further breakdown of the above components will occur after the CPUC issues a Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity permit for the MPWSP.

* These figures include financing and some contingency costs and therefore differ from the capital costs listed in the settlement.

AQUIFER STORAGE AND RECOVERY
California American Water will expand its current ASR project – a 
partnership with the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District – 
which captures excess winter flows from the Carmel River for storage 
in the Seaside Aquifer and withdrawal during the dry, summer months. 
Winter flows are considered excess only when they exceed what is 
needed to protect the river’s threatened population of steelhead.

For the Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project, the company plans 
to construct two additional ASR wells that will increase capacity of the 
program and allow the desalination plant to be smaller than would be 
needed without the wells.

PURE WATER MONTEREY: A GROUNDWATER REPLENISHMENT PROJECT
The proposed Pure Water Monterey project, a partnership between 
the Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency and the 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District, recycles wastewater 
through an advanced treatment process. The resulting highly purified 
drinking water will be injected into the Seaside groundwater basin. 
A new, advanced water treatment plant will be constructed for the 
project in addition to a number of supporting facilities.

Source water for this project will go through a three-step treatment 
and purification process of microfiltration, reverse osmosis and 
oxidation with ultraviolet light and hydrogen peroxide — all commonly 
used in numerous industries and food manufacturing.
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Timeline
Below is a timeline depicting the major components of the project and their expected delivery dates.

ASR: Aquifer Storage Recovery
CCC: California Coastal Commission
CDP: Coastal Development Permit
CDO: Cease and Desist Order
CPCN: Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
CPUC: California Public Utilities Commission

DEIR: Draft Environmental Impact Report
EIR/EIS: Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement
PL: Pipeline
PS: Pump Station
SWRCB: State Water Resources Control Board


