
Do You Know These
Facts About The

Sun?
The Sun is the source of energy for the Solar System, which

makes life possible on Earth. All the objects in the Solar System re-
volve around it.  The Sun is actually a star found at the center of the
Solar System.   It is estimated to be about 4 1/2 billion years old.
The Romans called the Sun Sol, which in English means sun. In
ancient Greece, the Sun was called Helios.
• The Sun is over 300,000 times larger than the Earth.  At around
865,000 miles wide, the Sun’s diameter is about 110 times wider
than the earths.
• Around 74% of the Sun’s mass is made up of hydrogen.  Helium
makes up around 24%.  Heavier elements such as oxygen, carbon,

iron and neon make up the
remaining 2%.
• Light from the Sun
reaches the Earth in around
8 minutes.  The Sun ap-
pears small to us on earth
because it is 93 million
miles away! 
• The Sun’s surface temper-
ature is around 9,941 de-
grees Fahrenheit.  The
Sun’s core is around
24,480,032 degrees
Fahrenheit!
• The Sun generates HUGE
amounts of energy by com-
bining hydrogen nuclei into
helium.  This process is
called nuclear fusion.
• Without the Sun’s warmth,
life on Earth would not exist.

Everything would be frozen.
• There are 100 billion stars in our galaxy. From the Earth, only
about 6,000 of these stars can be seen by the naked eye, and the
Sun is one of them. 
• Unlike the planets, the Sun is great big sphere of hydrogen gas.
Because of this, different parts of the Sun rotate at different speeds.
You can see how fast the surface is rotating by tracking the move-
ment of sunspots across the surface. Regions at the equator take
25 days to complete one rotation, while features at the poles can
take 36 days. And the inside of the Sun seems to take about 27
days.
• The Sun produces a solar wind which contains charged particles
such as electrons and protons.  Planets with strong magnetic fields
such as the Earth manage to deflect most of these charged parti-
cles as they approach.  The solar wind can have a wide range of ef-
fects on the Earth, such as power line surges, radio interference,
and the beautiful aurora borealis. The solar wind also has large ef-
fects on the tails of comets and the trajectories of spacecraft. 
• A solar eclipse happens when the Moon is between the Sun and
the Earth.
• Many early cultures saw the Sun as a deity or god.  For example,
ancient Egyptians had a Sun God named Ra and the Aztecs had a
Sun God named Tonatiuh.
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