The Arctic Fox

The arctic fox likes very cold places. It lives in the Arctic regions of the earth, giving it it’s name. The areas include the
areas throughout the entire Arctic tundra, through Alaska,
Canada, Greenland, Russia, Norway, Scandinavia, and even
Iceland. The arctic fox is also called the “polar fox” and the
“snow fox”. The population is in the hundred thousands, and
endangerment isn’t a threat in most areas.
The way these foxes hunt is unique, because each fox has
excellent hearing! Males are on average 33.6” in length. Females are 32.3” in length. Females weigh about approximately 6.4 pounds and males weigh about 7.7 pounds!
The arctic fox lives right alongside polar bears! The cold is
just right, and the foxes have different coats of fur for the different seasons. In the warm months of the summer, they have
a brown coat. In the winter, they have a white coat to match
the snow! To eat, arctic foxes eat primarily lemmings or any
small animal they can find.
Most young foxes are born in the early summer. They stay
in dens and both parents take care of them. When they grow
older, the females leave the family while males stay. Young
from previous litters might even stay to help raise their baby
siblings!
Poaching is only a problem in some areas where arctic foxes
live. In the mainlands of Sweden, Finland, and Norway, the
population has shrunk due to hunting but at this time, the arctic fox is not considered endangered.
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Did You Know?
• The arctic fox is the only land mammal native to Iceland.
• They often follow polar bears to eat their leftovers!
• There is hair on the bottom of an arctic fox’s paws to help
create traction on the icy ground.
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