
•  A popular way to eat in South Korea is a Korean Barbecue. It became
very popular in the United States and it is very simple. First, a person would
pick their raw meat or fish, then additional sides such as rice, vegetables,
or salads. The person then cooks the raw meat or fish right at their table!
After wrapping it up in a green leaf, it is eaten with the person’s fingers! 
•   In South Korea taxis are color-coded which means the service depends
on the color of the taxi. The white or gray taxis offer a basic level of serv-
ice, whereas the black taxis are luxurious cabs with a more experienced
driver.
•  The South Korean flag is very unique. In the middle is a yin-yang sym-
bol, representing two equal parts of cosmic forces.  The circle is surrounded
by four trigrams, one in each corner. Each trigram symbolizes one of the
four universal elements: heaven, earth, fire, and water.
•  Some of South Korea's largest companies include Hyundai, LG and Sam-
sung.
•  South Korean pop music, also known as “K-pop” has grown in popular-
ity in the United States, as well as around the world. 
• Shopping is a popular activity in Seoul, where most shops stay open until
midnight. This includes large shopping centers which are packed with peo-
ple.
•  In 1950, when the country
was known as just Korea, the
communists in the north in-
vaded the south, sparking the
beginning of the Korean War.
The war raged until 1953.
More than 2.5 million Kore-
ans, Americans, Chinese and
others died.  The war was
never officially ended and the
Koreas remain divided.
That’s why Korea became
North Korea and South Korea.

South
Korea

Also Known As The
Republic of Korea

•  South Korea is a
peninsula located in
eastern Asia. It is a
relatively small
country, only

37,901 square miles. The Yellow Sea is to the west, the East Sea to the
east and the South Sea to the south. South Korea is bordered only by
North Korea and the two share the most heavily fortified border in the
world along the 38th Parallel.
•  The capital and largest city of South Korea is Seoul.  Seoul is home to
about 10 million people.
•  South Korea has many small mountains compared to those around the
world. Rain and wind has worn them down and now most summits are
below 3,300 feet. There are 20 national parks.  The only areas of true
wilderness left are the mountain forests.
• The population of South Korea is over 51 million people.
• The currency of South Korea is the Won.
• The official language is Korean. The writing system is called Hangeul.
Hangeul is very easy to read and learn, helping South Korea reach a
100% literacy rate. Hangeul is also considered to be one of the most sci-
entific writing systems.

•  Major industries include electron-
ics, automobile production, chemi-
cals, shipbuilding, steel and textiles.
•   Agriculture includes rice, root
crops, barley, vegetables, cattle and
fish.
•  The government of South Korea
is a Constitutional Democracy. The
current Prime Minister is Lee
Nak-yeon. 
•   South Korea’s weather is gener-
ally  temperate, with rainfall heavier
in summer than winter.
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