
What Is A Tornado?
Tornados come from powerful thunderstorms and appear as ro-
tating funnel-shaped air with winds that can reach up to 300 miles
per hour!   Tornadoes cause damage when they touch down on
the ground by uprooting trees, destroying buildings and homes,
throw vehicles hundreds of yards away and more.  They can
cause damage in areas more than one mile wide and 50 miles
long!   Severe weather can be very scary for all of us.  
Most tornadoes need warm, moist air from the Gulf of Mexico

and cool, dry air from Canada.  When these two air masses meet,
they create instability in the atmosphere.  A change in wind di-
rection and an increase in wind speed with increasing height cre-
ates an invisible, horizontal spinning effect in the lower
atmosphere.  Rising air within the updraft tilts the rotating air from
horizontal to vertical.
Every state is at some risk for tornado damage, but state in “Tor-
nado Alley” (Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Ne-
braska, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota and Texas)
have the highest risk.  More than 500 tornados typically occur in
this area every year.  Tornadoes can form any time of the year, but
most always the season runs from March to August.
Tornadoes are hard to predict.  Most of the time, you will only

have a few minutes warning.  The most important thing to do is
TAKE COVER when a tornado is nearby.  It is also important to
know the difference between a tornado watch and a tornado
warning.  A tornado watch is when tornadoes are possible in your
area.  No tornado has been spotted, but it could happen.  It’s im-
portant to stay tuned to your radio or television for updates.  A tor-
nado warning is when a tornado has been seen.  Then you should
take shelter immediately in a place without windows, such as your
bathroom or your basement.
BEFORE A TORNADO:  Have a disaster plan with your par-

ents.  Make sure everyone knows where to go in case a tornado
threatens.  Make sure you know which county you live in.  Pre-
pare a disaster supplies kit for your home and car.  Include a first
aid kit, canned food and a can opener, bottled water, battery-op-
erated radio, flashlight, protective clothing and written instructions
on how to turn off electricity, gas and water.

DURING A TOR-
NADO:  Go to the
basement.  If you
do not have a
basement, go to an
interior room with-
out windows on the
lowest floor - such
as a bathroom or
closet.  If you can,
get under a sturdy
piece of furniture,
like a table.  If
you’re outside and
can’t get into safe
shelter, go to a
deep ditch or low
lying area and lie
flat in it.  Stay away
from fallen power
lines and stay out
of damaged areas.
IF YOU ARE AT

SCHOOL DURING
A TORNADO:
Every school has a
disaster plan and has frequent drills.  They will instruct you in what
you have to do.  Pay attention to what they say and do it.

Make A Tornado In A Jar!
Materials You Will Need:
• Mayonnaise jar or a canning jar with a lid.
• Clear liquid soup
• Vinegar
• Water

Fill the jar about three-quarters full of water.  Put
a teaspoon of the liquid soap into the jar.  Also, add a teaspoon of
vinegar into the jar.  Put the lid on and tighten it.  Shake the jar to
mix up the ingredients.  Now, swirl the jar in a circular motion.  The
liquid will form a small tornado!
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