
• Thailand is a constitutional monarchy under King Bhumibol Adulyadej,
who has reigned since 1946. King Bhumibol is the world's longest-serv-
ing head of state. Thailand's current Prime Minister is Yingluck Shi-
nawatra, who assumed office as the first ever female in that role on
August 5, 2011.
• Thailand covers 198,000 square miles at the heart of Southeast Asia.
It is bordered by Myanmar (Burma), Laos, Cambodia, and Malaysia.
Thailand is said to be shaped like an elephant’s head.  The Thai coast-
line stretches for miles along both the Gulf of Thailand on the Pacific
side, and the Andaman Sea on the Indian Ocean side. The west coast
was devastated by the Southeast Asian tsunami in December of 2004,
which swept across the Indian Ocean from its epicenter off Indonesia.
• The highest point in Thailand is Doi Inthanon, at 8,415 feet. 
• Thailand's weather is ruled by the tropical monsoons, with a rainy sea-
son from June through October, and a dry season beginning in Novem-
ber.  Average annual temperatures are a high of 100° F, with a low of 66°
F.  The mountains of northern Thailand tend to be much cooler and
somewhat drier than the central plain and coastal regions.  One fifth of
Thailand is covered by monsoon forests or rainforests.
• The majority of people who live in Thailand come from Thai, Chinese,
Malaysian or Mon cultures.  People usually do not shake hands when
greeting, the custom is to "wai".  Usually the younger person "wais" the
older person by placing the palms of the hands together and bowing
slightly.  If the hands are high, the person is greatly respected.  The older
person then returns the gesture. 
• About 96% of Thailand's population is Buddhist.   Buddhism is a reli-
gion that encourages its followers to reduce suffering in the world.  Be-
cause of the Buddhist influence in this culture, many boys and young
men become monks for a short time in their lives.  
• Throughout Thailand there are many monks.    They wear orange
robes and have shaved heads.  Most people wear modern clothes and
dress in shirts and pants, jeans, or skirts.
• Thai children learn the same things that most children around the world

learn.  They study math, sci-
ence, social studies, language,
art, and physical education.
There is a time during the
school day for worship.  Most
schools have a temple and
statues of Buddha.  Shoes can-
not be worn in the classrooms.  
• Thailand is a leading manu-
facturer of electronics.  Many
women work in electronics fac-
tories as assemblers.  Thailand
also is the world's largest pro-
ducer of pineapples.
• Fish, shrimp, rice, soups and
noodles are found at most
meals.  Thai cooking uses a
variety of spices and season-
ings such as lime juice, ginger,
coconut milk, and peanuts for
flavor.
• Kite flying is a favorite activity
and a competitive sport.  
• Takro is another favorite sport
among Thai men.  The men try
to keep the ball in the air using
mostly their feet, knees and
chests to pass the ball to one
another and to try to make a
basket.
• Bangkok is Thailand's largest
city and the capitol.   It is home
to nearly 10 million people.  

Kingdom of
Thailand

Pagoda at Wat Pho, Bangkok in
Thailand.  Wat Pho is one of the old-
est and largest temples in Bangkok.
It was built over 200 years ago.
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