Creating Sculpture with Carving

People have been carving objects out of wood, stone, elephant tusks, and
sea shells since the beginning of time. The sculptures that are carved can be
quite beautiful and detailed or simple and rough. There is no wrong or right
way. Since I was a child, I have watched my Dad carve animals and people
out of the wood he would find as he walked around his land. To him, he is “letting out” what he sees in a special twisted log. I was always interested in
watching him carefully spend hour after hour creating beautiful carvings. After
many years of carving wood sculpture, he has become a well known artist in
his state. It takes a long time and a lot of practice to become a professional
wood carver. A great way to start learning how to carve is by creating carvings using bars of soap. Because soap is soft, inexpensive and easy to cut,
it is a wonderful way to begin learning the skills of carving sculpture. Give it a
try and see what you can create!

Let’s Create a Soap Sculpture!

Completed Fish Sculpture

Soap carving is a fun and creative project. Enjoy!

1. Gather the following items:
• New bar of soap. (Any soap will work, however, “Ivory” soap is the softest
and easiest to use.)
• Newspapers to catch the scraped off soap. (or a large plastic bowl to hold
on your lap)
• Carving tools: plastic knives, spoons, popsicle sticks, toothpicks. Some play
dough tools work well. Since soap is quite soft, sharp knives and metal tools
are not necessary.
2. Decide on what you would like to carve. A turtle or fish are great choices for
a first carving because they are the same basic shape of most bars of soap.
Additional ideas: birds, hearts, boats, a car.
3. Open a new bar of soap. Begin by drawing an outline of your carving on one
side of the soap by scraping with a toothpick or knife.
4. Slowly begin removing the soap that is outside of your outline. Make sure
to scrape away only small portions at a time. Work slowly and carefully scraping off what you do not need. Don’t worry about any details yet because you
are creating the basic shape of the object or animal.
5. Continue to scrape and shape your project. Remember to turn your sculpture as you slowly and gently carve away soap to add details. Keep looking
at your carving carefully. Don’t worry whether you are doing it perfectly, just
look to see what you can do to make your carving look interesting.
6. Keep adding detail and final touches to your carving. When your carved
project is finished, wet your finger with water and gently rub the surface of the
soap to create a smooth finish. Allow to dry and harden for a day.
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Carve outside of the outline to
create a basic shape. Then,
continue carving away excess
soap to create more details.

Remember to carve on both
sides - top, bottom and ends
too!
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Continue to add more details
as you go!
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