
• The population in 2011 was 319,000 people.
• The official language is Icelandic, but English,
other Nordic languages, and German are
widely spoken.
• The capital and largest city of Iceland is Reyk-
javik. Half of the population lives in the city.
• The life expectancy in Iceland is 81.3 years for
women, 76.4 years for men.
• The currency in Iceland is the Icelandic króna.
• Iceland has more than 20 active volcanoes.
• The most common farm animal is sheep.  An-
other common animal is the puffin.
• Most Icelanders do not have a family name or
surname, they take on their father’s name. So if
the father is called Jakob, the daughter is given
a first name for example Eva and then the fa-
ther’s name with an added –Jakob and than
sdottir so, her last name is then called Jakobs-
dottir (Jakob’s daughter), so we would call her:
Eva Jakobsdottir. For sons they just add –sson:
which would make the boy called Adam -
Jakobsson.  Iceland’s phone book is listed by
first names!
• Icelandic food commonly consists of Lamb,
rye and flat bread, seafood, and dairy products.
• Schools and education in Iceland is free of
charge.
• Soccer is Iceland’s favorite team sport!
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• Iceland is part of Nordic Europe, located in the
Northern Atlantic Ocean and just touches the Arc-
tic Circle. It is about one-third larger than Ireland,
about 39,756 square miles or about the size of
Kentucky.  Most people live in about 7% of the is-
land mostly on the coasts.
• Iceland is the world's 18th largest island, and Eu-
rope's second largest island after Great Britain. 
• Iceland is a parliamentary constitutional repub-
lic. 
• Iceland was founded by the Vikings. The Scan-
dinavians were the first to settle in Iceland in 870. 
• In 1874, Iceland obtained their own constitution
and in 1918, it was recognized by Denmark as a
seperate state with unlimited sovereignty. It did re-
main under the Danish monarchy until June 17,
1944, when the Althing proclaimed Iceland as an
independent republic. That is also their Indepen-
dance Day.
• Iceland is one of the most volcanic regions in the
world!   In fact, there are more than 20 active vol-
canoes.  The largest volcano is called Vatnajokull
and covers 8% of the country. 
• During the German occupation of Denmark in
World War II, first British, then American troops oc-
cupied Iceland and used it for a stratigic airbase.
While officially neutral, Iceland cooperated with the
Allies.
• Agricultural products include potatoes and green
vegetables, as well as mutton, dairy products, and
fish.
• Major industries include fish processing, alu-
minum smelting, ferrosilicon production, geother-
mal power, and tourism.
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