
Lets Visit
Switzerland!

• Switzerland is a landlocked country of around 7.5 million
people in Western Europe with an area of 15,940 sq mi.
• Switzerland is a federal republic consisting of 26 states
called cantons. Berne is the seat of the federal govern-
ment and de facto capital, while the country's economic
centers are its two global cities, Geneva and especially
Zürich.
• Switzerland is bordered by Germany, France, Italy, Aus-
tria and Liechtenstein.
• Switzerland has a long history of neutrality – it has not
been at war since 1815 – and hosts many international or-
ganizations, including the Red Cross, the WTO and one of
the U.N.'s two European offices.
• Switzerland comprises of three basic topographical

areas: the Swiss Alps, the Swiss plateau or "middleland", and the Jura mountains along the northwest-
ern border with France. The Alps are a high mountain range running across the central-south of the coun-
try. The highest peak in the Swiss Alps is called Dufourspitze at 15,203 ft.  The most famous mountain is
the Matterhorn (14,692 ft.) in Valais is in the Pennine Alps that border Italy. The highest mountain in that
range is the Dufourspitze (15,203 ft.) that is close to the Matterhorn.
• The more populous northern part of the country is called the Middle Land. It has greater open and hilly
landscapes, is partly forested and has partly open meadows usually with grazing herds, or vegetables and
fruits growing.  That area can still be somewhat mountainous.
• Banking, tourism, pharmaceuticals, and chemicals are important industries in Switzerland. The manu-
facture of precision instruments for engineering is important, as is watch-making, and the biological sci-
ence industries all enjoy a high place in the Swiss economy.
• Electricity generated in Switzerland is 42% from nuclear and 53% from hydroelectricity with 5% of the
electricity generated from conventional power sources (thermal etc.) resulting in a nearly CO2-free elec-
tricity-generating network.
• Switzerland is heavily active in recycling and anti-littering regulations and is one of the top recyclers in
the world with 66% to 96% of the different recyclable materials being recycled.

Switzerland is multilingual
and has four national

languages: German, French,
Italian and Romansh!

Switzerland’s
Coat Of Arms

The Matterhorn!
Switzerland’s Most
Famous Mountain
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