Republic
Of
Finland

• Finland is the fifth largest country and the
most sparsely populated country in Europe.
• Finland is three times the size of Ohio and
shares its borders with Sweden, Norway
and Russia.
• Around two-thirds of Finland is covered in
heavy forest and about a one-tenth by
water.
• In the far north, the sun does not set for
around 10 weeks during the 'White Nights'
of summer, while in winter it does not rise
Finland
above the horizon for nearly eight weeks.
• Industries: metals and metal products,
electronics, machinery and scientific instruments, shipbuilding, pulp and paper, foodstuffs, chemicals, textiles, clothing.
• Natural resources: timber, iron ore, copper,
lead, zinc, chromite, nickel, gold, silver,
limestone.
• The capital and largest city is Helsinki. It
became Finland’s capital in 1812.
• Finland is a bilingual country, both Finnish and Swedish are the official languages.
• The government is an Independent Democratic Republic since
1917. Their president is elected for a six year term. They were the
first country in Europe who allowed women to vote. The current
president of Finland is Sauli Niinistö.
• The Finnish children believe that Father Christmas and Mother
Christmas live on a mountain called Korvatunturi in Finnish Lapland.
• Lake Saimaa is the largest lake in Finland.
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Kerimaki church, built in 1849 is one of the
world’s largest wooden churches.

• The Bronze Age burial site of Sammallah denmnaki is a World Heritage site.
• The sauna has been used in Finland for over two thousand years.
• The kantele (similar to a zither) is Finland's oldest musical instrument.
• Turku used to be the capital and is Finland's oldest city. In fact, Finland’s first university was founded in Turku in 1640.
• Amethysts (purple precious stones) are mined in the Lappish village
of Pelkosenniem.
• The Aurora Borealis are a light phenomena that light up the sky in
the northern polar regions during the darkest times of the year. The
Northern Lights can be yellowish green and red, but also blue and violet, and they brighten up the night sky in the Finnish Lapland in wintertime with an
amazing light show.
The Northern Lights
can move from east
to west, they can
appear as rays, or
they can be fastmoving,
pulsing
shapes. Their colors
and shapes change
rapidly, and they
can provide as
much light as a full
moon. Winter in this
area is dark between the months of November and January where
the sun does not rise above the horizon. This dark northern wintertime is known as the Polar Night (the Finnish call it “kaamos”) and in
this darkness, the Northern Lights look magical.
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