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•  China is located in Eastern Asia. It’s third largest country in the
world, with a total of  3,747,879 square miles.
•  The capital of China is Beijing. Beijing hosted the Olympics in
2008.
•  8 is a lucky number in Chinese culture, and instead of the un-
lucky number 13, the number 4 is unlucky.
•  The population of China is the largest in the world with over 1.3
billion people! The most populated city is Shanghai.
•  The currency of China is the Yuan.
•  The government is a Communist State. China’s economy is the
second largest in the world.
•  China’s weather varies from region to region, but usually has dry
winters and wet summers. 
•  China is rich in culture! For centuries, ancient China led the
world in the development of science and technologies. Gunpow-
der and silk products originated from China.
•  There are many different languages and dialects in China, in-
cluding Mandarin, Yue, Wu, Minbei, Minnan, Xiang, Gan and
Hakka.
•  The Great Wall of China is the largest man made structure in the
world, stretching an amazing 5,500 miles.
• The Chinese flag is red with five gold stars in the upper left cor-
ner. The red background symbolizes those who died for the coun-
try in wars, while the big gold star symbolizes communism. The
other four smaller stars represent the different classes in China.
•   The Chinese name is "Zhong Guo", which means the "Middle
Kingdom". Since ancient times, it was believed that China was at
the center of the universe. 
•  About one-third of the population lives in cities, the rest live in
the country.  

•  It is common to find 3 generations of a Chinese family living to-
gether in the same house. Often the grandparents look after chil-
dren when their parents work, and in exchange the grandparents
are taken care of as well. This was helpful when there wasn’t any
nursing homes existing in China. Festivals are often a busy time as
well, and families that moved into the city for better careers return
back home to celebrate with their loved ones. Festivals are often
colorful and many members of the community become involved.  
•  Although there is no official religion in China, Buddhism and Tao-
ism are two of the most popular. 
•  Local markets are very popular in China. Much like farmer’s mar-
kets, these stands sell a variety of goods and aren’t limited to just
food!
•  There are over 30,000 types
of plants and 4,400 types of
vertebrates in China! One of
the most popular animals in
China is the Giant Panda, and
this animal is considered a na-
tional treasure. The Giant
Panda is found near the
Yangtze River.  Unfortunately,
human expansion and poaching has caused many species native to
China to become endangered, and the government has issued pro-
tection laws to help keep them safe. 
• Another popular tradition in China is the Zodiac. Made up of twelve
animals, the zodiac supposedly can tell something about a person
depending on what year they were born in. If you were born in the
year of a certain animal, you reflect traits of that animal in your per-
sonality.
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