Baird’s
Tapir

The Baird's tapir is named for the American naturalist Spencer
Fullerton Baird, who traveled to Mexico in 1843 and observed
the animals. The Baird’s tapir is native to Central America and
northern
South
America. It’s even
the national animal of Belize!
Baird's tapirs average up to 6.6 feet
in length, not including a little tail
that’s 2.8 to 5.1
inches long. They
average about 3.9
feet in height.
Adults can weigh
can range from
330
to
880
pounds. In captivity, adults can live
to be approximately 30 years
old.
Baird’s tapirs are
a dark brown color
with cream colored markings on
its face, with dark
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spots on its cheeks, behind and below its eyes. They have four toes
on each front foot and three on each back foot.
Baird's tapirs may be active at all hours, but they are primarily
nocturnal. They search for leaves and fallen fruit to eat. Feeding
groups are not uncommon, but they usually are solitary animals.
They make their home close to water.
On hot days, the Baird’s tapir enjoys swimming or wading! They
are very good swimmers and can remain submerged for several
minutes to escape their predators. Young Baird’s tapirs learn to
swim at just three weeks.
They communicate through whistles and shrill squeaks. The
Baird’s taper has an extremely well-developed sense of smell and
can sample the air in all directions without turning their head. Their
vision isn’t very clear, but they have very keen hearing.
The Baird’s tapir is an endangered species, due to hunting and
deforestation. While the hunting of Baird’s tapirs is illegal in Mexico,
Belize, Guatemala, Costa Rica, and Panama, the law is often unenforced. The law also doesn’t account for deforestation, a large
problem in Cental and South American countries.
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