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When I was a little girl, spending time with
my Gram was very special to me. My Gram
liked to bake and loved to tend to her flower
garden. Usually I would day dream while
Gram tended to her flowers, but she would
call me over and show me things. She
would point out the tiny insects waltzing
around her blossoms.  She would point out
the smallest details on her plants. Although
my Gram didn’t know it, she was training
me to be an artist. She was teaching me to
see the world around me. She would say
that most grown-ups go through life without
noticing little things. Learning to see the
world is how we learn to draw.

Paying attention to details is very impor-
tant for artists. Practicing drawing is impor-
tant too! I used to draw a lot of cartoon
characters when I was young. This practice
helped me to notice shapes. Circles, trian-
gles and ovals, as well as letter shapes. I
learned that if I could create simple shapes
and letters I could draw things.

Look at the step by step drawing of a cat.
Notice the “v” shapes for the nose, ears
and fur on the face. The eyes are oval
shaped with “v” shapes on the ends. Follow
the steps and create your own cat face.
Practice it several times looking for shapes.
When your drawing is completed, color
your kitty with markers or crayons!
Have fun!  
Contributed by Rebecca Nechuta, KidzArt

Learning To Be An Artist
Let’s Draw A Cat!
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Activity Provided By 
The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum

According to the dictionary, and eclipse is “the total or partial obscuring of one celestial body by 
another.” This means when one thing in space moves in front of another, hiding it. We on Earth 
experience a few different kinds of eclipses. Two main types of eclipse that you might observe 
are a Solar Eclipse and a Lunar Eclipse. We call it a Solar Eclipse when the moon moves 
between the Earth and the Sun, hiding the Sun from our view. A Lunar Eclipse is when the Earth 
moves between the Sun and the Moon, casting a shadow that hides the Moon from our view.

On Monday, August 21, the Earth is going to experience a total solar eclipse— The Great 
American Total Solar Eclipse. The last time the contiguous United States experienced a total 
solar eclipse was in 1979, and it won’t happen again until 2024 when Texas and Mexico will be 
on the path of totality! The Path of Totality refers to all of the places and cities that will be able to 
see the sun fully eclipsed by the moon. Lots of other areas are able to see varying degrees of a 
partial eclipse, depending on how close they are to the path of totality.

One important thing to remember is that even though it is being eclipsed by the moon, this is still 
the Sun we are talking about, and you should never look directly at the Sun because it can 
burn your retinas and cause blindness!

So, here is a safe way to view an eclipse: with a Shoebox Pinhole Projector! You will need a 
box, some white paper, some foil, scissors, tape, and something pokey— like a pin, knife, nail, 
etc.

1. Tape the piece of paper to the inside of one end of 
the box.

2. In the other end of the box, cut a hole at least 2” by 
2”. Then tape a piece of foil over the hole. Use your 
pokey object to carefully make a small hole in the foil.

To use your viewer, put the Pinhole Projector over your 
head with the paper end in front of you. Aim the foil 
end at the sun, so that light from the Sun goes into the 
foil hole and projects onto the paper. Make sure that 
you are holding the projector high enough so that your 
head does not get in the way of the projection!

The “total” part of the Great American Total Solar 
Eclipse will only last for about 2 and a half minutes, so 
make sure to have your viewer handy! Safely enjoy this 
amazing experience!

Check eclipse2017.nasa.gov for lots more information!

Understanding Eclipses


