
•  In the north and west of the United Kingdom,
mountain ridges and deep valleys are com-
mon. The south countryside is mainly rolling
hills.
• In northwest England and the Scottish High-
lands are dozens of lakes, called lochs. You’ve
probably heard this term before when telling
the story of the Loch Ness monster. Lock Ness
is a lake in Scotland, and many people claim to
see “Nessie” or a giant monster living there.
•  The United Kingdom used to be covered in
thick forests. Now  only 10% of the land is for-
est.
•  Soccer, rugby, cricket, boxing, and golf were
all invented in the United Kingdom!
•  The United Kingdom has produced many
great writers including William Shakespeare,
Charles Dickens, and Robert Burns.   J.K.
Rowling, the writer of the Harry Potter books,
is also from the UK!
•  Stonehenge is one of the most popular
tourist sites in the United Kingdom! Located in
England, this structure dates back to around
3000 to 2000 BC. Why they are there is un-
known, but there are many theories, including
religious reasons, burial grounds, and even
aliens!
• British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), is
the largest broadcasting corporation in the
world. The corporation is very popular in the
United States for news as well is television
programs.
•  London was the first city in the world to have
an underground subway system!
• London hosting the 2012 Olympics is the first
time a city has ever hosted the Olympics three
times. That was also the first Olympics that
had at least one female athlete from every
country.

The United Kingdom
•  The United Kingdom is an island located in Europe. It
borders the North Sea, English channel, and the Atlantic
Ocean. The United Kingdom consists of Northern Ire-
land, Scotland, Wales, and England.  It’s about twice the
size of New York state.
• England is the most populated area, with 49 million
people living there.  Many of these people live in south-
ern England, near London. London is the capital of the
United Kingdom, and is home to about 7.6 million peo-
ple!
•  The United Kingdom is often called Britain or simply
the UK. 
•  The official languages in the United Kingdom are Eng-
lish, Welsh, and a Scottish form of Gaelic.
•  The industrial revolution was born in the United King-
dom in the 18th century, making it the first industrialized
nation.
•  The currency of the United Kingdom is the British
pound.
•  The total population is estimated to be about 65 million
people!
•  Major industries include machine tools, electric power
equipment, automation equipment, railroad equipment,
ship building, cereals, oilseed, potatoes, vegetables, cat-

tle, and fish.
•  The govern-
ment of the
United Kingdom
is a unitary par-
l i a m e n t a r y
democracy and
a constitutional
monarchy. The
Prime Minister is
the head of the
government. The
queen right now
is Elizabeth II
and the prime
minister is
Theresa May.

Tower Of London

Stonehenge is a prehistoric monument in Wilt-
shire, England.  It’s one of the most famous sites
in the world.  Archaeological evidence found by
the Stonehenge Riverside Project in 2008 indi-
cates that it could have been a burial ground.
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