The
State of
Israel

• Israel is located in the Middle East and is about the size of New Jersey. In the east, Israel is bordered by Jordan, Syria, and the Palestinian Authority. Egypt borders Israel to the south, and Lebanon borders
to the north.
• Israel borders two seas, the Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea.
The water in the Dead Sea is so salty that no plants can live there and
the water is warm all year a round. The mud in the sea is good for your
skin!
• The government is a Parliamentary Democracy. Israel is the only fully
democratic country in the Middle East. Unlike in America, no one party
has control of the government. Instead, all the political parties get seats
depending on how many votes they get. This way, they have to all work
together.
• The official languages in Israel are Hebrew and Arabic.
• Famous inventions like voicemail service were invented in Israel.
• The currency of Israel is new shekal.
• The population is estimated to be about 7,171,600 people!
• Major industries include military equipment, cut diamonds, jewelry, integrated circuits, printing
machinery, and telecommunications equipment.
• The capital of Israel is
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is
considered a holy city by
Jews, Christians, and
Muslims.
• Israeli climate varies between snowy mountains
and hot deserts.
• Israel has the highest
number of scientists, techRooftop view of Jerusalem.
nicians, and engineers per
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capita in the world with 140 scientists, technicians, and engineers per 10,000 employees.
• In the last 60 years, Israel has
planted over 200 million trees to
bring back the woodlands that
were destroyed.

Salt formations at the Dead Sea

• The city of Jericho is
one of the oldest human
settlements in the world! It
is said to have been
founded in 9500 BC.
• Israel was founded in
1948, and is the only
country in which the majority of its people are
Jewish.
• All students in Israel
have to serve in the military after high school. Men
have to serve for three
years and women have to

serve for two years.
• Israel is home to a type of community called a Kibbutz. A Kibbutz is a
shared community where families live together and help maintain the Kibbutz. A child would attend school just like in America, but afterwards would
go to a children’s house and participate in activities with other children
there. Then they would return home to their families.
• Israel is the only country in the world who entered the 21st century with
more trees in its territory than it had in the 20th century.
• Israel’s bank notes have Braille markings on them so that the blind can
identify them easily.
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