
Can anyone become an astronaut?  Yes - if you work hard
enough and have the right skills and education with good grades.
You also need to work well with people, be able to communicate
and be eager to do the job.  Here are some examples.
If you want to be a mission specialist, you need to have at least

a bachelor’s degree in engineering, biological science, physical
science or mathematics.  A master’s degree and doctoral degree
are a big help.  You also need to work for three years in a related
field like aerospace engineering.  Lastly, you have to pass a diffi-
cult physical exam, have good eyesight and a height requirement
has to be met.
To be a pilot, you need at least 1,000 hours of pilot in command

time in jet airplanes.  It also helps to be a test pilot.  Because it’s
easiest to get this experience in the U.S. military, many astronauts
who are pilots have a military background.  Pilots must also pass

a difficult physical exam, have
good eyesight, low blood pressure
and a height requirement has to
be met.
You have to fill out an applica-

tion. Every two years, the National
Aeronautic and Space Administra-
tion (NASA) will select a group of
hopefuls who might make it into
the training program.  They will un-
dergo more training and physical
exams and personal interviews
with the NASA staff.  A small hand-
ful are then selected to be astro-
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nauts.
If you are among the chosen group, training

then begins at the Johnson Space Flight Cen-
ter in Houston, Texas.  Once there, more
classes are taken and intense physical training.
The subjects you will study are mathematics,
geology meteorology, guidance, and naviga-
tion, oceanography, orbital dynamics, astron-
omy, physics and materials processing.  You
will also get trained in land and sea survival,
scuba diving and space suit maneuvering.
It’s not easy to become an astronaut and can

be very dangerous.
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