The Bald Eagle

The bald eagle is the National Bird and National Animal of the
United States. It is one of the largest birds of prey in North America. A bald eagle is an average of 28-40 inches in length, 6.6-13.8
pounds, and has a wingspan up to 7.5 feet! Bald eagles can soar
up to 10,000 feet in the air and drop at rates of 100 miles per hour.
They also have the tallest nesting sites.
The bald eagle got it’s name from it’s distinct look. The bald eagle
isn’t really bald! Instead, it’s head is white and looks very different
compared to the dark brown feathers on the rest of it’s body. Baby
eagles, called eaglets, are born light grey before they turn brown.
Bald eagles also have long claws called talons, used to catch fish
right out of the water! They can see the fish swimming below them
from about a mile away.
Bald Eagles live up high in some of the largest nests made by
birds. The nests, called aeries, can weigh as much as one ton!

Sometimes, an eagle will return to the same nest year after year
and add more things each time. They are native to
North America, and was on the endangered species list until recently.
The bald eagle has been the national emblem of the United
States since 1782. It is both the national bird and on the national
seal. It is seen as a symbol of strength and patriotism.

Did You Know?

• Bald eagles used to be critically endangered, but now the populations are reaching a peak again! As of 2007, the population is no
longer a concern.
• Female eagles are usually larger than the males.
• Bald eagles live for about 20 years in the wild and up to 35 years
in captivity.
• Bald eagles are not actually bald! They have white feathers on
their head, and the name comes from the old English word “balde”
which means white.
• There are about 150,000 bald eagles living in the wild today!
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