Republic Of
Estonia
• Estonia is an Eastern European country which borders the Baltic Sea
and Gulf of Finland, between Latvia and Russia. It is about the size of
New Hampshire and Massachusetts combined.
• The capital city is Tallinn. It is one of the best-preserved mediaeval
cities. It is also the city of the first Christmas tree in the world. In 1441,
the tree was put up in the town square.
• The government is a Parliamentary Democracy. Estonia re-gained its
independence on August 20, 1991 from the U.S.S.R.
• Natural resources: Oil shale, phosphorite, limestone, blue clay.
• Estonia enjoys a mild climate because of marine influences. Mainly a
lowland, the republic has numerous lakes, frequently of glacial origin.
Peipus (Lake Chudskoye), the largest lake, is important for both shipping and fishing. It is also Europe’s fourth largest freshwater lake. Along
Estonia's Baltic coast are more than 800 islands, of which Saaremaa is
the most notable.
• The climate is temperate with warm summers and severe winters. Temperatures range from 70 degrees F in the summer, to a winter average
of 18 degrees F. They have four seasons of equal length. Being on the
Baltic Sea, Estonia is subjected to sea breezes and humidity.
• The highest peak in Estonia is Suur Munamagi. It is the highest point
in the entire Baltic region at 1043 feet above sea level.
• The Republic's rivers include the Narva, Pärnu, Ema, and Kasari.
• Estonia is the world's second largest producer of oil shale. The majority of its workforce is involved in industry, which also includes mining,
shipbuilding, information technology, and the manufacture of wood products, electronic and telecommunications equipment, textiles and clothing, and machinery.
• Its efficient agricultural sector employs some 11% of the labor force and
produces meat (largely pork), dairy products, potatoes, flax, and sugar
beets. Fishing is also important.
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A scene from Tallinn, the capital.

• Throughout history, many other nations that ruled the region – Danes,
Germans, Swedes, Poles and Russians – have influenced Estonian
cuisine. Among the traditional dishes are marinated eel, blood sausage
and sauerkraut stew with pork.
• Famous Estonians include the writer Jaan Kross whose work has
been translated into at least 20 languages, the author of the national
epic (Kalevipoeg) Friedrich Reinhold Kreutzwald, and the writer, filmmaker, diplomat and politician Lennart Meri. He became the first President of Estonia after the restoration of independence.
• In the Bronze Age a meteorite fell in Kaali on the island of Saaremaa.
The Kaali catastrophe was the last known case of a large meteorite to
fall on a populated area. Estonia has the highest number of meteorite
craters per land area in the world.
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