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When I was a little girl, spending time with
my Gram was very special to me. My Gram
liked to bake and loved to tend to her flower
garden. Usually I would day dream while
Gram tended to her flowers, but she would
call me over and show me things. She
would point out the tiny insects waltzing
around her blossoms. She would point out
the smallest details on her plants. Although
my Gram didn’t know it, she was training
me to be an artist. She was teaching me to
see the world around me. She would say
that most grown-ups go through life without
noticing little things. Learning to see the
world is how we learn to draw.

Paying attention to details is very impor-
tant for artists. Practicing drawing is impor-
tant too! I used to draw a lot of cartoon
characters when I was young. This practice
helped me to notice shapes. Circles, trian-
gles and ovals, as well as letter shapes. I
learned that if I could create simple shapes
and letters I could draw things.

Look at the step by step drawing of a cat.
Notice the “v” shapes for the nose, ears
and fur on the face. The eyes are oval
shaped with “v” shapes on the ends. Follow
the steps and create your own cat face.
Practice it several times looking for shapes.
When your drawing is completed, color
your kitty with markers or crayons!
Have fun!  
Contributed by Rebecca Nechuta, KidzArt

Learning To Be An Artist
Let’s Draw A Cat!
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Activity Provided By The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum

School is out and that means it's officially summer!  Yay!

Do you have plans for this summer? What do you like to do with your un-structured 
time?

Whether you like to play indoors or outdoors, making a fort can be a fun thing to do that 
also give you a place of your own to spend time or work on projects.

There are so many different kinds of forts that you could make! You could use couch 
cushions, tables, chairs, or even an umbrella to create and indoor fort. If you have a 
duvet cover or some large sheets, you can use a fan to fill the inside with air and make 
a pod fort! With just some tightly rolled newspapers and masking tape, you can make all
sorts of geometric structures.

If you have some outdoor space, you could try using trees or rope to make a tent, or get 
creative with some cardboard boxes to create a structure!

Don’t be afraid of Trial and Error— if it doesn’t work out this time, you will have good 
information on what to do next time to make it better! Use your imagination and engi-
neer’s brain to problem solve you way to your own unique space that you can enjoy all 
summer— or try a different kind of structure each time!

Have a fun and safe summer!!!

Make a Tent or Fort!


