Land Birds With The Largest Wingspan!
The Marabou Stork

The Marabou Stork is a large wading bird in the stork family. It lives in Africa, south of the
Sahara, in both wet and arid habitats, often near human habitation.
A massive bird, large specimens are thought to reach a height of 60 inches or 5 feet, a
weight of over 20 pounds and have a wingspan of at least 10.5 feet! It shares the distinction
of having the largest wingspan of any land bird with
the Andean Condor. Unlike most storks, they fly with
the neck retracted like a heron.
The Marabou is unmistakable due to its size, bare
head and neck, black back, and white underparts. It
has a huge bill, a pink gular sack at its throat, a neck

ruff and black legs and wings.
In the African dry season, the female builds a tree nest in which two or three eggs are laid.
The Marabou Stork is a frequent scavenger. It often feeds with the vultures. This large and
powerful bird will eat different kinds of animals, including small mammals, reptiles, termites, fish,
locusts, grasshoppers, caterpillars, frogs, rodents, crocodile eggs and hatchings, doves, young
and adult flamingoes and pelican chicks.

The Andean Condor

The Andean Condor is a species of South American Bird in the New World vulture family
Cathartidae. Found in the Andes Mountains and adjacent Pacific coasts of Western South
America, it is the largest flying land bird in the Western Hemisphere.
The average wingspan ranges from 9 to 10 feet and males weigh up to 33 pounds! It is a
large black vulture with a ruff of white feathers surrounding the base of the neck and, especially the males - large white patches on the wings. The head and neck are nearly featherless and are a dull red color, which may flush and
therefore change color in response to the bird’s emotional state. In the male, there is a wattle on the neck
and a large, dark red comb or caruncle on the crown
of the head. Unlike most birds of prey, the male is

larger than the female.
The condor is primarily a scavenger, feeding on carrion. It prefers large carcasses, such as
those of deer or cattle. Its roosts at elevations of 10,000 to 16,000 feet, generally on inaccessible rock ledges. One or two eggs are usually laid by the female. It is one of the world’s
longest living birds with a lifespan of up to 50 years.
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