
Notes from the 
Year 11 Parents’ Briefing 2019_20

Learning . Caring .  Achieving



Key Dates

• 10th & 11th Oct Drama and Food Practical Exams

• 16th & 17th Oct Music Practical Performance Exam

• 18th-28th Oct Half Term

• 29th Oct – 5th November Pre Public Exams (PPEs) PPE1

• 15th November Drama Written Exam

• 22nd November PPE1 Results

• 25th November Year 11 Progress report to Parents

• 18th – 29th November Mock Interviews

• 27th November Year 11 Parents Evening

• 11th December Post 16 Options Eve

• 13th December Coursework Deadline 1

• 18th December 20th Dec- 6th Jan 2019 Christmas break



Key Dates

• 6th- 14th February PPE2
• 17th – 21st February Half Term 
• 5th March PPE2 Results 
• 20th March Coursework Deadline 2
• 30th -14th April Easter break
• 24th April Final Coursework Deadline 
• 4th – 7th May Languages Speaking and Listening Exams
• 12th May All Exams commence
• 12th June Exams completed
• 25th June Year 11 Prom





How can Students make a difference?

• Work hard and take part in Every Lesson

• Go to tutor and turn up on time
• Go to After College Support Sessions
• Complete revision activities at home every evening

• Being more self motivated
• Developing their abilities to overcome problems
• Organising themselves over longer periods of time
• Understanding the exam structure and exam dates
• Planning and carrying out revision 
• Practice, Practice, Practice - Perfecting their exam technique

Making a difference



• It can be a really tough time for all 
the family

• Its hard but you need to keep 
smiling and encouraging

• Stick to normal routines so it’s just 
the work that is different 
everything else remains normal

Coping at Home



• Get extra snacks and drinks in
• Agreeing a balance between work and social life
• Encouraging persistence and helping with motivation
• Calm Communication
• Having a plan to deal with excuses
• Helping with preparation and organisation
• Make sure they have somewhere quiet to revise or organise it so they can stay in College
• Make sure they are eating well and taking breaks
• Keep an eye on what they are doing from time to time
• Offer help if you can
• Don’t beat yourself up – you can only do what you can do
• Phone the College if you are worried at all

How Can I help?



Revision What Can I do to help?

• What do they need? (Every child will be different)
• Make sure they go to Study Support Session
• Help them find a good revision aid for each subject (Book, 

app or website) 
• Help them plan their revision timetable and then help 

them stick to it (Praise but not on certain results)
• Make sure they have the right equipment, Pens, 

highlighters, paper clips etc.
• Be flexible
• Keep things in perspective
• Turn devices off at night- out of room!
• Break from devices before sleep
• SIMS PARENT…. Check Homework

https://www.eggbuckland.org.uk/parents

More Information here:

https://www.eggbuckland.org.uk/parents


Build the habit 1-1 ½ Hours every night

Best in…………………Bursts of ………..

Revision

• Cognitive load theory is a handy model to understand challenge 
and how to learn information which isn’t too hard, or too easy, 
but just right. (Sweller 1998) Cognitive load is the amount of 
information our working memory can hold at any one time. The 
capacity of our working load is limited and therefore students can 
maximise their working memory by practising a range of 
strategies. 

• Research shows that strategies for reducing cognitive load can 
assist the human brain to learn and store knowledge, boost 
confidence and improve memory retention. 

• Further research has identified that reducing the cognitive load 
can reduce stress and anxiety and the feeling of being 
overwhelmed with tasks. 

The next few slides show you revision strategies that you can do with your child



Have you seen their Revision Timetable?

Please help 
them plan and 
then stick to 
their revision 
timetable

Interleaving is a method used to help students revise and remember more for the exam. It is about 
what students do with their time when they revise. With the interleaving technique learning is spread 
over time, in smaller chunks rather than dedicating a whole day for one subject or topic. 

Research says ‘Mixing it up boosts learning’ when compared to more traditional methods of block 
learning where students master one topic before moving on to the next in preparation for exams. 
Studies have highlighted that students who use interleaving perform better on the examination if the 
examination was more than one day away.

Evidence highlights that interleaving strengthens memory recall because by revisiting material from 
each topic several times, in short bursts, students can increase the amount they remember in exams. 

3 things for you  to do: 
• Watch this video with your child to understand more about how interleaving works -

https://youtu.be/WbDpYMp8F6o
• Help your child to decide on the key topics they need to learn for each subject. You could use the 

Personal learning checklist (PLC) to do this. Work with your child to create a revision timetable 
which spaces their topics out across a good period of time. 

• Short bursts of revision are more effective than long sessions so encourage your child to mix topics 
up and do little and often as quality is better than quantity. Encourage them to take regular breaks 
in their revision and not to focus on the same topic for a whole day! 

https://youtu.be/WbDpYMp8F6o


Have you seen your child’s 
Knowledge Organiser?

Use them to ask questions over breakfast or tea….. 

Download them here: 
https://www.eggbuckland.org.uk/copy-of-exams

Self Quizzing using the Knowledge Organiser

Students use their knowledge Organiser to write out questions 
about the topic they are learning in that subject.  

The student can use these questions to test themselves on the 
topic.  They should ask themselves a few questions every night 
from different subject areas, trying not to use the knowledge 
Organisers to find the answers.  They then can use the Knowledge 
Organiser to check their answers.

1 Thing for you to do
Your child would benefit from you asking them the questions and then letting them know if their answers are correct. If 
they were not correct the first time, tell them the correct answer and if they do not understand help them find the right 
answer in a revision guide or the Knowledge Organiser.

https://www.eggbuckland.org.uk/copy-of-exams


Flash Cards
Using flashcards is a repetition strategy. They are a simple ‘cue’ on the front and an ‘answer’ on 
the back. Flashcards engage students in “active recall”, which means they are creating connections 
with their memory. 

Research shows that using flashcards can enhance long-term learning and help students to 
memorise facts quickly. Flashcards are not an effective method for last-minute cramming!
Studies have found that it's more effective to review a whole stack of cards in one sitting rather 
than to carry them around and have students’ glance at them every so often. 

3 things to do: 
• Encourage your child to make flash cards as part of their revision strategy. The key is to have a 

question or key term on one side and the answer or definition on the other. Suggest using 
different colours for topics to help categorise information and to keep them neat.  Flashcards 
containing just notes are not effective. 

• Try testing your child using the flashcards and give them time to digest the question before 
answering. If they get the answer right, don’t discard the card – they need to keep repeating it 
again and over time. 

• When using the flashcards help your child review their cards using a system. With your child 
read through this article which explains how to use flashcards effectively using a system 
approach: https://www.parent24.com/Learn/School-exams/watch-how-to-study-using-
flashcards-20160825 

Encourage 
your child to 
make flash 
cards as part 
of their 
revision 
strategy. 



Using a topic page from a revision guide the students organise 
their thoughts into a mind map/spider diagram. This may take a 
few attempts as they organise it and reorder to make more 
sense.  

They then fold up the original mind map and then try and 
recreate it from memory.

Using Lives….  You can draw five hearts on your page.  Every 
time you peek you lose a life.  As you get better at 
remembering it the less lives you lose.

1 Thing for you to do
Ask to see the mind maps.  Ask your child to explain (Teach 
you) the topic

Mind Maps



Posters

Works like the mind map.  Better for 
students with good ICT Skills



Post It Notes



Online Resources with Quizzes



Past Papers and mark schemes

All of the exam boards have lots of past papers and mark schemes.

Practicing like the real thing always helps.  Do these timed and in 
exam conditions and use the mark scheme to correct your answers.

For short answers you got wrong write out the question on another 
piece of paper.  Revisit these questions and answers on another 
night.  

Give the questions another go trying to improve your score.

2 things to do
• Find the website and print them out
• Provide a quiet space for them to complete the test



All students have been 
issued with a science 
revision guide.

Buy a revision guide



Use the College Website



What does a homework on HegartyMaths look like?

Step 1:
Video where Mr. Hegarty teaches your child everything they need to know
about that topic & goes through all the examples that will be in the quiz.

Step 2:
Quiz that will allow your child to practise all the examples in the video
for themself and know whether they understood what was in the video.



Step 2:

Your child then needs to assess their learning from the video in a quiz.

Your child needs to:

1) Write down every Q

2) Always show all their workings

3) Always mark and self-correct their work

Your child will always show their workings and mark all questions they ever do. If your child can do the question in
their head they still need to show their workings as that is part of being a great mathematician.



What happens when students decide not to watch the video?

“Mr Hegarty, I can’t do these homeworks as they are too hard and too I’m stupid!”  (Hakim)

Hakim is upset and thinks he can’t do maths.
He is wrong - HE CAN DO MATHS!!!!
He is getting low scores as he is not watching the video or putting in enough effort.

No video watched.Very low scores

Spent only 2 mins quiz.



Prepare to perform now…… 31 Mondays until your exams….. Start Today……. 
 

 
 
Have a look at these inspirational videos and resources.  Get prepared for your first PPE. 
 
Link: https://students.pixl.org.uk 
PiXL School Number: 103417 
Password: Indep22 
 

Watch some inspirational Videos

https://student.pixl.org.uk

https://student.pixl.org.uk/


Other 
Revision 
Strategies



Personal Learning Check Lists

These will be given to students 
after their PPE1.  Students 
need to put more work into 
areas marked red and amber.  
They did well at the areas 
marked in green.



Subject Board

Lev

el Type Title Spec Code

Art & Design

Pearson 

Edexcel 2 GCSE GSCE L1/2 9-1 1FA0

Business Studies AQA 2 GCSE GCSE L1/2 9-1 8132

Dance

Pearson 

Edexcel 2 NQF BTEC 1st Award BRE91*

English Language AQA 2 GCSE GCSE L1/2 9 to 1 8700

English Literature AQA 2 GCSE GCSE L1/2 9 to 1 8702

French

Pearson 

Edexcel 2 GCSE GSCE L1/2 9-1 1FR0

Geography AQA 2 GCSE GSCE L1/2 9-1 8035

H&SC OCR 2 Camb Nat Camb Nat L1/2 J811

The Exam Boards



History WJEC 2 GCSE GSCE L1/2 9-1

C100QS 

C100UA Conf & Upheav 

England

C100UG Germany in 

Transition

C100U1 Dev USA 1929-2000

C100U6 Chges in Hlth & 

Med

IT - Computing OCR 2 GCSE GCSE L1/2 J276

IT - ECDL BCS 2 QCF

ECDL For 

Schools

Mathematics Pearson Edexcel 2 GCSE 

GCSE L1/2 9 to 

1 1MA1

Music - Perf for Music 

Practitioners RSL 2 NQF

Level 2 

Certificate N/A

Music – Tech for Music 

Practitioners RSL 2 NQF

Level 2 

Certificate N/A

Performing Arts 1st Award Pearson Edexcel 2 QCF BTEC 1st Award BRE90*



Psychology AQA 2 GCSE GCSE L1/2 9-1 4182

Science - Trilogy AQA 2 GCSE GCSE L1/2 9-1 8464

Triple AQA 2 GCSE GCSE L1/2 9-1 8461/8462/8463

Spanish

Pearson 

Edexcel 2 GCSE GCSE L1/2 9-1 1SP0

Sport

Pearson 

Edexcel 2 NQF BTEC 1st Award BRE95*

Tech - Food Preparation 

and Nutrition WJEC 2 GCSE

GCSE L1/2(9-1)

C560P1/P2 onscreen

4 C560P1-Written

/P2 onscreen

Tech - D&T Textile Design AQA 2 GCSE GCSE L1/2 9-1 4570

Tech - D&T Resistant 

Materials AQA 2 GCSE GCSE L1/2 9-1 4562

Tech - Engineering EDUCAS 2 NQF
Level 1/2 Vocational 
Award in Engineering600/8645/2



Day 1 -1 ½ hours Revision 
Done (tick)

Day 1 -1 ½ hours Revision 
Done (tick)

Monday Monday

Tuesday Tuesday

Wednesday English Mini Mock 
Revision

Wednesday English Mini Mock 
Revision

Thursday Thursday

Friday Friday

Saturday Saturday 

Sunday Sunday

Revision Streak

=

=



Please email or ask if you need any help……

Mr A CASTLEHOUSE acastlehouse@eggbuckland.com (Head of Year 11) 

The Tutor Team:

Mr B. COOPER bcooper@eggbuckland.com (Tutor/English Teacher)

Mr B. MASTERS bmasters@eggbuckland.com (Tutor/Science Teacher)

Mrs C. NUNN cnunn@eggbuckland.com (Tutor/English Teacher)

Mr J. LYONS jlyons@eggbuckland.com (Tutor/ Curriculum Team Leader Science)

Mrs L. Jutton ljutton@eggbuckland.com (Tutor / Curriculum Team Leader Geography)

Mr M. CRUDGINGTON mcrudgington@eggbuckland.com (Tutor / Curriculum Team Leader Technology)

Mr P. SUCKLING psuckling@eggbuckland.com (Tutor / Curriculum Team Leader History)

Mr R. WHITEHOUSE rwhitehouse@eggbuckland.com (Tutor/Leadership Team Maths Link)

• Mr Pearce - Assistant Principal KS4 spearce@eggbuckland.com

• Mr Crawford - Vice Principal scrawford@eggbuckland.com

Communication is Key

mailto:acastlehouse@eggbuckland.com
mailto:bcooper@eggbuckland.com
mailto:bmasters@eggbuckland.com
mailto:cnunn@eggbuckland.com
mailto:jlyons@eggbuckland.com
mailto:ljutton@eggbuckland.com
mailto:mcrudgington@eggbuckland.com
mailto:psuckling@eggbuckland.com
mailto:rwhitehouse@eggbuckland.com
mailto:spearce@eggbuckland.com
mailto:scrawford@eggbuckland.com


Useful Websites

Other Useful Websites

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/advice

www.childline.org.uk

www.familylives.org.uk

www.youthaccess.org.uk

www.themix.org.uk

https://www.eggbuckland.org.uk/year-11-revision

https://www.eggbuckland.org.uk/parents

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/advice
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/advice
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.familylives.org.uk/
http://www.youthaccess.org.uk/
http://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.eggbuckland.org.uk/year-11-revision
https://www.eggbuckland.org.uk/parents

