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There is something to be said for those ‘Texas’'women and
their long line of strong women. Natalie’s great grandmother
survived the 1900 Galveston hurricane which killed over

8,000 people. Not only did she survive, but she worked
alongside Clara Barton of the original Red Cross Foundation.
Her grandmother worked on all the NASA space missions and
her mother was the first woman to work in the oil refineries at
Amoco oil. It's no surprise that Natalie decided to forge her own
path. Natalie faced the monumental task of raising her two boys,
Preston, 8, and William, 6, by herself, while also maintaining a
household on her own.

Starting her own business allowed her to create a business
where she and other like-minded marketing professionals could
focus their non-work priorities on their family and passions.
Natalie continues to schedule clients around school pick up,
homework, and dinner. Her boys love sports and play year-
round. Meetings are scheduled around Tuckahoe Little League
Baseball games, and Upward Basketball games. Kanawha

Dive Team and Strikers soccer come first. Natalie believes the
lessons and fundamentals that the boys have learned through
sports are most important. This used to mean long nights for
Natalie, as she worked to deliver promised work to her clients
early, exceeding expectations. Her hard work paid off and her
business began to grow through referrals.

As any entrepreneur will tell you, the first year is especially
prone to failure. There is no guarantee that your venture will
succeed. "Honestly, that might be the hardest part about being
an entrepreneur. Waking up every morning, working hard all
day, and doing it all over again the next day with no guarantee
that what you're doing is actually going to be successful is

the definition of persistence, but it feels like the definition of
insanity,’ says Natalie.

CreativeMktGroup’s rapid growth allowed Natalie to quickly
add to her team, growing from working late nights by herself
to her now team of 5 full time, highly driven and hard-working
women. It's not by coincidence that these women all share the
same quialities, it's because these traits are important values
and requirements for working at CreativeMktGroup. “We've all
worked in the restaurant industry and collectively understand
how to multi-task and provide good customer service to

the extreme,’ says Natalie, “The future of the company is not
dependent on my personal vision of what | want it to be and
how it will support me financially. If | can pay the bills and spend
time with my children — I am happy personally. The future of the
company relies on two things — providing marketing solutions
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that meet the
ever-changing
demands in the
marketplace,

and fostering a
workplace and
culture that
attracts talented,
hard-working, and
entrepreneurial
spirited marketing
professionals.”

When Natalie and
the boys aren't
working or in school, they enjoy a host of outdoor activities.
The boys love to travel and experience new things, including
hiking, the beach, the river, fishing and skiing. They take a trip to
Snowshoe every year where they spend the day going up and
down the slopes together. William and Natalie especially love
rising with the sun to sit on a dock and fish together, racing to
get the first fish of the day. Though their budget keeps them
close to home, the family loves their overnight trips to DC, the
beach or Charlottesville. Last spring break, the boys
asked to go to Lego Land. Natalie made them a
deal that if they help her declutter and sell items

to raise the money, she would take them to Lego
Land.The trio ended up making $1500 from selling
on Facebook Marketplace, and off to Orlando they
went, Grandma in tow. Natalie tells her boys to be
genuine, treat people with respect and to work
hard, and it’s these values that helped the boys
achieve their goal.

Having grown up going to multiple schools,
Natalie felt it was important to find a home where
the boys could have space to run and play, as well
as a family-oriented neighborhood. The family has
found this and so much more in their Westham
home. Right across the street from Tuckhoe
Elementary, Natalie, William and Preston have
found their own little corner to call home. The boys
walk to school and play on its playground. They
learned to ride their bikes at the school and sled on
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the hills outside the school. They love being in walking distance
to Kuba-Kuba and Shore Dog. The neighbors are generous and
selfless, and the neighborhood parties are some of Natalie's
favorite events. They trick-or-treat on Baldwin Road every year
and walk to each other’s houses for mom nights, Christmas
parties, or just a random summer night in the backyard.

The boys know mommy owns her own business. As they've
gotten older, they ask more and more questions about how she
started it, what she did to grow it, etc.”l think they are fascinated
at the idea that one person can have an idea, turnitinto a
business, and see it evolve into something bigger than that one
person. | can only hope that when they grow up, my hard work,
dedication, and entrepreneurship will contribute to their success
and development in life;’ says Natalie.

Natalie loves hearing about the professional diversity of the
people that live in the River Road corridor. She also has a passion
for helping fellow entrepreneurs. Natalie says, “If you have a
passion or burning desire to become an entrepreneur and

need someone to provide guidance, perspective, and/or the
confidence to pursue your dreams, don't hesitate to email me
and let’s have coffee at Shore Dog.”
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