
Jane Marshall, née Yantis, died October 31, 2013, 93 years after she
was born to Hugh Cleveland Yantis and Jenny Sloan Jones Yantis
in Orange, Texas, on January 12, 1920, the fourth of five children.
She moved to Austin in 1925 where Hugh oversaw the building
program of the University of Texas. Thus Jane grew up at the edge
of the 40 Acres where she milked cows, had a donkey named
Nightingale, and fished in Waller Creek. She bow hunted with
Hugh west of town and was the first person to play the chimes in
the newly opened Tower for New Year’s Eve in 1936. She attended
school with members of the Alan Lomax family and so heard Lead
Belly (Huddie Ledbetter, who made Goodnight Irene an American
standard and In the Pines famous before Nirvana did) sing and
play on the front porch of the Lomax house on 34th St.

Jane was schooled at Wooldridge Elementary (it pained her might-
ily when she saw this historic building being demolished), Uni -
ver sity Junior High (where the three Señoritas became lifelong
friends), and Austin High, from which she graduated in 1937. In
1941 she graduated from the University of Texas with a degree in
Home Economics and proceeded to teach at Gregory, Raymond -
ville, Sweeney, and Devine, where she met her future husband Dr.
W. N. (Bill) Marshall. They married in 1952 and moved to Florence,
where Bill was the doctor and Jane began teaching. Widowed after
just eight months of marriage, Jane gave birth to her only child,
got a Master’s degree, and taught in Florence for 28 years. She re-
tired to Austin in 1980 and became active in the DAR, the DRT,
and Recording for the Blind. She was a charter member of and fa-
cilitator for FAIR (Family and Individual Reliance) and board
member of NAMI Austin (National Alliance on Mental Illness) for
years. She taught the 3-year-old Sunday School class at University

Presbyterian Church for 52 years and volunteered for and sup-
ported Useful Wild Plants, Inc. from 1977 on. 

Deceptively low key, Jane had a sharp wit and a sensible outlook.
In the 1940s she regularly took her Home Ec students camping at
Garner State Park. When asked why, she said “I wanted them to be
able to cook under a variety of circumstances.” She carried this tra-
dition on as a Girl Scout troop leader in Florence. She had not cut
her hair since she was 12, wearing it for 81 years in her characteris-
tic braids and bun, but in recent months she had been seen sport-
ing cornrows and green fingernails. She recently told her daughter
“I know more about you than you know about me.” She was right.

Jane enjoyed sewing, quilting, teaching, genealogical research,
fishing on Lake Pontchartrain, wildflower drives, cryptic cross-
word puzzles, reading, word games, making marshmallow creme
fudge every Christmas, Homemade Vanilla, holiday brunch at
Green Pastures, BBQ on Sundays, and time with friends and fam-
ily. Jane Marshall had one child but many sons and daughters. 

Several falls and broken bones knocked Jane back this year, but
each time she worked hard to get strong, and she was dressed in
her exercise clothes ready to start physical therapy again the day
she entered the hospital for the last time. But too many parts had
worn out, and on Halloween morning her spirit chased the pass-
ing storm into the dawn and she left for good. 

Jane has been a pillar of Useful Wild Plants since 1977. Her sup-
port made it possible for her daughter and UWP co-author Lynn
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Some people look at a watermelon and see a hard green out-
side protecting a luscious treat, viewing the rind as impediment
and waste to be tipped into the garbage can. Others see a hard
balloon filled with watery red stuff best launched as summer
“snowballs” and a fleet of boats, a floating masterpiece of the
sea, that needs only to be liberated from the rind. For Jeff Jack,
architect, artist, collector of Arts and Crafts pottery, gardener,
chair of the Board of Adjustment, and melon-boat-builder, the rind
is the prize. Jeff dropped by UWP recently to give a quick demon-
stration of watermelon-rind boatmaking. Little did we know that he
was about to launch us into an adventure on the high seas, with
man and dog fighting for their lives and their ship against two
mighty denizens of the briney deep.

A WHALE OF A TALE EMERGES FROM A SIMPLE JOB

The melancholy tale of the Kon-Tiki-Wiki begins to
emerge as Jeff sets out his tools. He scrutinizes the
melon. With a firm thwack he slices it in half, care-
fully positioning the bald spot. With another thwack
he cuts the half in half and then thwacks one of the
quarters in half again. He carves the juicy flesh away,
tossing it into a nearby bowl with a casual flick of the
blade. He aligns the three parts of the vessel and runs
them through with two mighty skewers. Finished!
No, not quite. A boat needs a captain. And a dog.

Long John Sliver takes the helm. The sail is raised.
Sliver’s faithful dog Melon Collie stands proudly at
the bow. Ahhhh. It looks like smooth sailing. 

Then out of nowhere — dum dum dum dum. Giant
Shark attacks! Long John Sliver parries with the oar.

THE MELON-COLLIE TALE OF 
LONG JOHN SLIVER AND THE KON-TIKI-WIKI 

Boat building equipment

Halves

Shipwright Jeff Jack prepares

Bald spot will be the keel

Quarters

Poised to slice

Trimming and sculpting
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Shipwright appraises his creation A smooth launch for Kon-Tiki-Wiki

Outriggers and boat

Da..dum..da..dum, dadumdadumdadum!!! Oh no!

Assembly

Long John Sliver parries!

Melon-Collie barks“Ra..ruff..ra..ruff..raruffraruffraruff!

Giant squid attacks!

Giant Shark bites the boat. They fight. They grapple.
They battle. Harpoon impales Shark! They fight more. 

Melon Collie barks a warning. Look out Long John
Sliver! Look out! No sooner does Long John Sliver
parry the attack of the Giant Shark than a Giant Squid
launches an attack, leaving the fate of the captain and
his trusty dog to the whims of you, Dear Reader. 

Perhaps, then, it is time for you to take melon in hand
and complete the story of Long John Sliver and his
faithful dog Melon-Collie. Or start another. 

You can read more about the habits and uses — from
the scientific and agricultural to the culinary, medical,
and playful — of Citrullus lanatus in Volume 4 of Use-
ful Wild Plants ... 

You have to ask yourself what kind of water you are going to be float-
ing your boat in. Is it going to be calm water or is it going to be rough
water? That’s a big question to ask. And that is also one of the ques-
tions of life. So having asked that question, I’m going to assume it is
peaceful water, it is calm water. 

Then you have to ask yourself another important question. How
many boats are you going to sail? Because you have the option here
of sailing multiple boats. If you had a nice long melon you could make
a gondola with a cabin, but this is a dinghy melon. And, do you want
to fabricate?— you can make pieces of things. Or just carve?  

The other important thing is the aesthetics of a bald spot [parallel-
ing life— shave it off, comb it over, or let it shine]. It should be down.
You don’t want to have the bald spot up. Bald spot down. If you cut
it through the bald spot, you get bald spots on two different pieces.
So you want to put the bald spot to the side before you cut. Then it
is a matter of assembling the components and setting sail. Me and
Michaelangelo. We saw the story in stone and melon.

THE BOAT-BUILDER SPEAKS
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UWP’s Mission
To promote the understanding, appreciation, stewardship, and
sustainable use of wild plants through programs of conservation,
education, research, publication, and entrepreneurship.

Focus 
To create and maintain a comprehensive knowledge and informa-
tion base, a platform from which to launch further research on na-
tive plants. This vast body of knowledge will be of service to
scientists, horticulturists, ecologists, teachers, park rangers, hob-
byists, and others, and ultimately will be accessible in several
forms, including the multi-volume encyclopedia, an interactive
database, CD-ROM, and films. This is the most complete economic
botany work produced for any region in the world. 

Projects and Programs
• The Useful Wild Plants of Texas, the Southeastern and South -

western United States, the Southern Plains, and Northern Mexico,
a multi-volume work

• The Alluse Database
• Independent Studies with UWP
• The “Save the Human Libraries” project to preserve vanish-

ing knowledge through video- and audio-taped interviews
• “Landmark Landscapers” project to interview horticulturists

and naturalists who are bringing the best of the natives to the
market for use in landscaping

• “Plug Into Your Planet,” to help students evaluate their im-
pact on the planet through their choice of possessions

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Austin, TX

Permit No. 402

Useful Wild Plants, Inc.
2612 Sweeney Lane
Austin, TX 78723

Useful Wild Plants, Inc. t 512-928-4441 t 512-928-8091 (fax)
info@usefulwildplants.org w www.usefulwildplants.org

Join UWP and help save the “rainforest” 
in your own backyard.

Annual Membership
q Sustaining ($100)

q Family/Household ($50)

q Individual ($25)

Sponsorship
q I’ll Sponsor a Species in Volume 4! ($1000)

q I’ll be a Seed Sponsor in Volume 4! ($500)

Contributions
I’d like to make a contribution of $ __________________________________

in honor of / in memory of ________________________________________

To become a member or to otherwise contribute, fill in the blanks and mail this form
or an approximation thereof to 2612 Sweeney Lane, Austin, TX 78723. 

Thanks!
Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Biz/Co/Institution: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________________

Phone:_______________________________ E-mail: __________________________________

Credit card #: (MasterCard or VISA) ____________________________________________________

Expiration: ______________ Signature: _________________________________________________________________
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Marshall to stay the course through some challenging times.
She provided financial support for the project, practical ad-
vice, and Tupperware containers full of three-bean salad for
photo expeditions to the field. When failing eyesight kept her
from doing much proofreading of text, she just picked up the
office watering can and became Chief Waterer of
the Office Plants. 

For those inclined to such
gestures, contributions can be
made to the Jane Marshall
Fund at Useful Wild Plants,
Inc. Funds will be used to fur-
ther the work of UWP.  
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