
SO MANY BOOKS
Frank Zappa was right. So many books, so little time.
The fall flew by as we delivered copies of Volume 4 to
foundations that had made grants and gifts and to our
Species Sponsors and Seed Sponsors. Pictures of just
some of these deliveries and hand-offs are on the fol-
lowing pages. Thank you all for your support, assis-
tance, encouragement, and good will. 

SEAUX DE LIVRES! BUCKETS OF BOOKS!
There were tables full, if not bucketfuls, of books of all
kinds at the 2015 Texas Book Festival in October —
science, history, fiction, poetry, you name it — and
Volume 4 was front and center at the UWP booth, –
which Sheryl Cheatham had decorated with her usual
flair, and which was awash with people flipping
through the display copies of Volume 4 (Cenchrus –
Convolvulus) of the Useful Wild Plants of Texas, the
Southeastern and Southwestern United States, the South-
ern Plains, and Northern Mexico (hereafter shortened to

the relief of all as Useful Wild Plants...). The UWP
booth was the final stop for no small number of festi-
val visitors as they opted to stop by when leaving
rather than tote V4 around all day. These robust
tomes weigh 6 pounds each and not a few people left
with a copy or two clutched under their arm. We
want to thank everyone who helped set up and/or
work at the booth this year — Sheryl Cheatham,
Scooter Cheatham, Stan Roux, Martin Payne, John
Flowers, and Steve Speir (all UWP board members)
andVal Richardson and Kathy Lansford, who heads
up Launch Pad Job Club. And a big thanks to Debra
Saleny and everyone with the Texas Book Festival,
who do a great job putting the festival together and
who make sure we always have a great experience.

SOW MANY PLANTS 
2015 marked our 25th year (more or less, we’ve done
it so long we’ve lost count) of working at the Native
Tree Booth at the Garden Club of Houston’s monu-
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Clayton Erikson of GCH and Scooter Cheatham talk trees Scooter Cheatham (l) takes Univ. of Texas professor Stan Roux’s Treasures of Plants class into the field
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Helen K. Groves receives her copy Gloria & Tony Montalbano with Lucy OrzachuckScooter Cheatham, Lynn Marshall, and Marshall Johnston
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Dave Sullivan (r) finds his contribution David Todd likes what he seesBill Carr (c) and David Todd (r) read excerpts of Volume 4 aloud
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mental annual plant and bulb sale. What started as a
way for members to order bulbs in the 1940s has
turned into a must-go-to event for thousands of peo-
ple looking for just the right hard-to-find tree, shrub,
vine, or bulb for what might be a really tricky spot.
People will trek a long way to get first crack at the
plants. And on top of that, with each booth staffed by
a rotating contingent of the extremely knowledgeable
GCH members and others (you got a problem that a
tree could solve? UWP’s Scooter Cheatham can help
you pick out a tree to dry out a wet spot, shade your
house in the summer but not the winter, grow into a
beautiful specimen, or provide mast for the critters in
the winter). The individual and collective knowledge
of the GCH members is astounding and their work in
the Houston communityis broad in its effect -- every-
thing from bayou restoration to plantings on school
campuses to classes to supporting UWP’s work. 

SO HOW DO YOU EXPLAIN THAT?
Late one afternoon in 1996 or 1997, Scooter Cheatham
(UWP founder and president) was up front about to
head over to Balcones Frame Supply to frame one of
his watercolor paintings. This painting was leaning
against his leg, its blank side out. Just as he reached to

unlock the door, someone knocked vigorously. He
opened the door, and a smiling guy said “Hi. I’m Bill
Foster. I’m working on a translation of an account by
a Spanish explorer who went through South Texas
several hundred years ago and I want to enlist your
help to figure out what plants they were writing
about!” (maybe not Bill’s exact words, but it gets the
gist of what he said). He continued. “I’ve moved back
to my family home of Cuero, Texas, after having been
a lawyer in D.C. for 30 years. I bought the old Reifert
house.” Scooter said, “The house that was moved
board by numbered board from Indianola after the
massive hurricane of 1886 that wiped out the town?”
Bill said “Yes. That’s the house. How do you know
that house?” Scooter held up the painting. “You mean
this house?” Bill nearly fell over, and having been that
attorney in D.C. for over 30 years, he was a hard man
to shock. The painting was of that very house. His
house. And most eerily, this particular painting, until
minutes before, had not seen the light of day since it
had been zipped into Scooter’s art portfolio in 1981
after he had painted it as a class demo for the water-
color class he was teaching in the architecture depart-
ment at UT. Some things have no explaination. Bill
left us in 2015. His obit is on the next page.



William C. Foster
1929 -- 2015

William C. Foster’s rich and varied life began and ended
in Cuero, Texas, bookending stints with the Alaska Leg-
islative Council, as staff counsel for Alaska Senator Bob
Bartlett in Washington D.C., and 30 years with the D.C.
law firm Patton and Boggs. 

In 1995 Bill returned to his childhood home in Cuero for
a second career as a historian and award-winning author,
penning such books as Historic Native Peoples of Texas
and Spanish Expeditions into Texas, 1689-1768. 

Bill was a true friend of UWP, a scholar of Texas history,
and a master storyteller. A memorial service was held in
November at his historic Cuero home. In a prominent po-
sition on one of his many bookcases were his copies of
Useful Wild Plants volumes 1, 2, and 3. Bill will be greatly
missed.

Craig Axelrod receives Vol. 4 from Jo Overton on behalf of the Dripping Springs Community Library
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Scooter Cheatham (r) presents a copy of Volume 4 to Seed Sponsor Jane Sibley
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Rene Barrera picks up volumes 1, 2, 3, and 4!
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HOW TOORDER
Vol. 4 (Cenchrus – Convolvulus),

Vol. 3 (Canna – Celtis)
Vol. 2 (Asclepias – Canavalia), and/or

Vol. 1 (Abronia – Arundo) of
The Useful Wild Plants of Texas, the Southeastern

and Southwestern United States, the Southern
Plains, and Northern Mexico

Each volume is $140.00.

Current members of UWP get a 10% discount (that
knocks $14.00 off the price, making it $126.00). See back
page for membership info.

Shipping is $11 for one book and $4 for each additional
to the same address. Shipping is by USPS Media Mail
unless another carrier is required, and then shipping
costs are based on that carrier’s charges.

Texas sales tax adds 8.25% to everything but member-
ship. Tax exempt purchasers must provide appropriate
verification.

We accept cash (if you are paying in person), Master-
card, VISA, and checks. We are working to set up on-
line payment but aren’t there quite yet.



UWP’s Mission
To promote the understanding, appreciation, stewardship, and
sustainable use of wild plants through programs of conservation,
education, research, publication, and entrepreneurship.

Focus 
To create and maintain a comprehensive knowledge and informa-
tion base, a platform from which to launch further research on na-
tive plants. This vast body of knowledge will be of service to
scientists, horticulturists, ecologists, teachers, park rangers, hob-
byists, and others, and ultimately will be accessible in several
forms, including the multi-volume encyclopedia, an interactive
database, CD-ROM, and films. This is the most complete economic
botany work produced for any region in the world. 

Projects and Programs
•      The Useful Wild Plants of Texas, the Southeastern and South -

western United States, the Southern Plains, and Northern Mexico,
a multi-volume work

•      The Alluse Database
•      Independent Studies with UWP
•      The “Save the Human Libraries” project to preserve vanish-

ing knowledge through video- and audio-taped interviews
•      “Landmark Landscapers” project to interview horticulturists

and naturalists who are bringing the best of the natives to the
market for use in landscaping

•      “Plug Into Your Planet,” to help students evaluate their im-
pact on the planet through their choice of possessions

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Useful Wild Plants of Texas
2612 Sweeney Lane
Austin, TX 78723

Useful Wild Plants, Inc. t 512-928-4441 t 512-928-8091 (fax)
info@usefulwildplants.org wwww.usefulwildplants.org

Join UWP and help save the “rainforest” 
in your own backyard.

Annual Membership
q  Sustaining ($100)

q  Family/Household ($50)

q  Individual ($25)

Sponsorship
q  I’ll Sponsor a Species in Volume 5 ($1000)

q  I’ll be a Seed Sponsor in Volume 5! ($500)

Contributions
I’d like to make a contribution of $ __________________________________

in honor of / in memory of ________________________________________

To become a member or to otherwise contribute, fill in the blanks and mail this form
or an approximation thereof to 2612 Sweeney Lane, Austin, TX 78723. 

Thanks!
Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Biz/Co/Institution: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________________

Phone:_______________________________ E-mail: __________________________________

Credit card #: (MasterCard or VISA) ____________________________________________________

Expiration: ______________ Signature: _________________________________________________________________
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Volume 4  to your door. 
See page 3.


