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ROLLOUT OF VOLUME 4
Volume 4 of Useful Wild Plants... is being printed now in Hong
Kong by C&C Joint Printing, Ltd. The final batch of fold-and-
 gathered page proofs arrived so we could give approval to bind. 

The schedule provided by Vivian Wu, our production contact in
Hong Kong, indicates that Volume 4 will arrive in Austin in early
August. Earlier in the production process, we had thought the
shipment would be here in the spring, but as we were working
with a new team at C&C and had to solve some technical mis-
matches between their and our versions of the layout and pre-
press software programs we use, it will arrive a few months later
than originally expected. Now that we have a better idea of about
when we will have books in hand, we are exploring having book-
signings in several cities and will let everybody know when those
are scheduled. 

We’re going to need more storage space for Volume 4. This is the
time in the life of the organization to be thinking about a perma-
nent structure. As we shift gears to give attention to a campaign to
raise funds to finish the work on the encyclopedia, our first prior-
ity must be toward finding a larger space. We are literally out of
room, even for Volume 4, and the costs for all kinds of spaces in
Austin, Texas, have caused Austin to transition from being one of
the lowest cost-of-living cities in Texas to being the highest. We
welcome any ideas you may have on this subject. This conversa-
tion has been going on for a while now, and some of you reading
this Update will find this a familiar topic.

THE BEST LAID SCHEMES O’ MICE AN’ MEN GANG AFT AGLEY
We originally projected a spring arrival for Volume 4. But the sea-
soned C&C team that we collaborated with to refine the produc-
tion process on volumes 2 and 3 was replaced by a new group of

people who, while highly skilled, hadn’t had experience in work-
ing with the complexities of this project. We had to work out some
technical mismatches jointly between software versions. So we are
pushing the signings originally planned for spring into the fall.
We are hearing from donors in several cities about plans to cele-
brate the arrival of Volume 4. We will let everyone know when
these are on the calendar.

OUCH! WHY GRASSBUR IS ON VOLUME 4’S COVER
As those of you who have volumes 1, 2, and 3 have noticed, each
volume has a different species featured on the cover, contributors
page, and endpapers. For Volume 1 it was Aquilegia longissima,
longspur columbine, which is a rare and beautiful member of the
West Texas flora. For Volume 2, it is Berberis swaseyi, the rare
Swaseyi barberry endemic to the Texas Hill Country whose yellow
flowers in spring fill the air with a heady, transcendent perfume
and whose tart-sweet fruits color the shrub a glowing orange-pink
and far surpass agarita (B. trifoliolata) in flavor. Volume 3 has
Carya illinoinensis, the pecan, common but special, being the state
tree of Texas. And Volume 4 has Cenchrus incertus, the ubiquitous
and but very friendly grassbur. Why is a plant that seemingly has
no redeeming value the feature species of Volume 4? For one
thing, the seed is high in protein and was eaten by prehistoric peo-
ples. Archeological evidence shows that they ground the burs,
spines and all, and ate the meal. For another, the UWP Grassburs,
our volunteer group, also stick to things and make themselves no-
ticed on behalf of the Useful Wild Plants Project. 

IN FROM OUT OF TOWN
UWP had the pleasure of meeting with Dr. Rodolfo Dirzo, origi-
nally the Bing Professor in Environmental Science at Stanford Uni-
versity, where he teaches ecology courses and leads the Dirzo Lab

Continued on page 3

Volumes 1, 2, and 3 with proof sheets and cover for Volume 4
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Scooter Cheatham, Norman Lewis, and Stan Roux discuss the future of plant research
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Project Sponsors
Houston Endowment Inc.
The Meadows Foundation
The Brown Foundation, Inc. and Travis A. Mathis in memory of
Isabel Brown Wilson 
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
The Caesar Kleberg Foundation for Wildlife Conservation

Research Sponsors 
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
Scooter Cheatham
Sheryl Cheatham
Jane Yantis Marshall
Lynn Marshall
Travis Mathis
Nancy Brown Negley
Alice Kleberg Reynolds Foundation
A foundation that has generously contributed anonymously

Species Sponsors
Helen Alexander — Cenchrus ciliaris, Cercidium texanum, Conocar-

pus erectus
J. David Bamberger — Chilopsis linearis
Tom Bochow — Cheilanthes alabamensis
Evelyn Bochow — Cheilanthes lindheimeri, Chrysanthemum leucanthe-

mum, Chry so psis mariana, Clerodendrum bungei,  Commelina erecta
var. angustifolia

Betty Maxine Plummer Butts — Cichorium intybus
David Butts, Susan Wiederspahn, and Betty Butts — Citrullus lanatus
Bill Carr — Cirsium texanum
Scooter Cheatham — Commicarpus scandens
Scooter Cheatham, in honor of Mary Eileen Goodwin DiGuardi —

Centaurium beyrichii
Scooter Cheatham, in memory of Marilyn Jean Wooderson Good-

win — Consolida orientalis
Scooter Cheatham, in honor of Mark John Goodwin — Cocculus

carolinus
Scooter Cheatham, in honor of Robert Joseph Goodwin, Jr. —

 Cissus incisa
Scooter Cheatham, in honor of Mary Elizabeth Cheatham Polinard

— Cheilanthes villosa
Sheryl Cheatham, in memory of Kermit Wilson Gilley — Cestrum

parqui
Sheryl Cheatham, in honor of Mark Herman Anderson — Cirsium

terranigrae
Richard Faidley — Chasmanthium latifolium
Garden Club of Houston — Chionanthus virginica, Chloris texensis
Elaine Goodson — Chenopodium album var. amaranticolor
Helen Groves — Cenchrus incertus, Cephalanthus occidentalis, Cer-

cidium macrum, Cirsium engelmannii, Cirsium ochrocentrum, Col-
ubrina texensis, Commelina elegans

Helen K. Groves, in memory of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and Helen C.
Kleberg — Centella asiatica

Sonnia Hill — Clematis carrizoensis, Collinsia violacea
Dudley Houghton — Centaurea cyanus
Ann Jones — Colubrina greggii
Alan Langford — Cheilanthes sinuata
Patricia and David Lewis — Clematis reticulata

Alice Staub Liddell — Cheilanthes leucopoda
Magnolia Charitable Trust, in honor of David Todd — Cercis

canadensis var. mexicana
Magnolia Charitable Trust, in honor of Emily Todd — Centaurea

americana
Magnolia Charitable Trust, in honor of Hannah Todd — Centau-

rium calycosum
Magnolia Charitable Trust, in honor of Lucie Todd — Cercis

canadensis var. canadensis, Cirsium horridulum, Cnidoscolus tex-
anus

Magnolia Charitable Trust, in honor of Margaret Todd —
Chaetopappa  asteroides

Magnolia Charitable Trust, in honor of Wendy Price Todd —
Clematis drummondii

Pat and T. J. Marks — Cladium jamaicense
Jane Yantis Marshall, in memory of James Hugh Yantis — Chio-

cocca alba
Lynn Marshall — Cicuta mexicana
Jean Mather — Chamaesaracha conioides
Wendy Matthews, in memory of Madeline Hill — Cinnamomum

camphora
Dorothy Mattiza — Clematis pitcheri var. filifera, Conium maculatum
Lanelle Montgomery — Claytonia virginica
Jeffrey Van Myers — Chenopodium berlandieri var. berlandieri
Bob O’Kennon — Cercis canadensis var. texensis, Chrysactinia mexicana
Jack and Jo Overton — Cercocarpus breviflorus
Martin Payne, in memory of Jane Marshall — Citrus aurantium
Martin Payne — Commelina erecta var. erecta,  Comme linantia anom-

ala, Condalia warnockii
Prewitt and Associates, Inc. — Choisya dumosa
Dona Price — Cercocarpus montanus
Al Richardson — Centrosema virginianum
Wade Roitsch — Condalia hookeri
Stan Roux, in memory of Jane Marshall — Cicuta maculata
Stan Roux — Ceratopteris thalyctroides, Chenopodium album var. album,

Chrysothamnus nauseosus, Colocasia esculenta,  Colu brina stricta
Neil Shorthouse — Cirsium carolinianum, Clethra alnifolia
Lucie Todd and David Todd family, in honor of Ellen Taylor Lee-

mann — Convolvulus arvensis
Lucie Todd — Cephalanthus silicifolia
Susan Crawford Tracy — Cheilanthes tomentosa
Susan Treadway — Cheilanthes lanosa
Useful Wild Plants, Inc., in memory of Geraldine Watson — Chap-

talia  tomentosa
Useful Wild Plants, Inc., in memory of Grassbur Hank Ellison —

Chaerophyllum tainturieri
Useful Wild Plants, Inc., in memory of Grassbur Al Hall — Ceval-

lia sinuata
Albert Allen Weber — Chloris cucullata, Cirsium altissimum
The Wells Family, in honor of Cecil J. Wells — Clematis crispa
Gordon White, in honor of Peckerwood Garden — Clematis texensis
Lawrence W. Wisdom — Cheilanthes kaulfussii

Seed Sponsors
John G. Flowers III
Dr. Lauren A. Langford, in memory of Jane Marshall
Pat and T. J. Marks, in memory of Lynn Lowrey
Anthony and Gloria Montalbano, in honor of Lucy Ozarchuk
Jane Sibley

Volume 4 Sponsors
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in the Department of Biology. Dr. Dirzo was in Austin to lecture at
UT Austin and UWP’s vice president Dr. Stan Roux brought him
to the office for a visit, that was all too short, given the conversa-
tions about the future of botanical and biological research that got
started but not completed. Dr. Dirzo is the author of many articles
and book chapters on botanical diversity, tropical ecology, and
plant-and-animal interactions and was quite pleased to find that
the 1980 article he coauthored with John L. Harper, “Experimental
Studies on Slug-Plant Interactions: II. The Effect of Grazing by
Slugs on High Density Monocultures of Capsella bursa-pastoris and
Poa annua” from the Journal of Ecology, had been cited in Volume 3
of Useful Wild Plants....

Professor Norman Lewis, Director of the Institute of Biological
Chemistry at Washington State University, visited recently. Dr.
Lewis is Regional Editor of the journal Phytochemistry, was presi-
dent of the American Society of Gravitational and Space Biology,
and is president of the Phytochemical Society of North America.
He studies biochemical and medicinal plant biosynthetic path-
ways, and his lab discovered the “dirigent” proteins, which dic-
tate the stereochemistry of a compound synthesized by other
enzymes. This led to identifying anticancer compounds such as
podophyllotoxin (from Podophyllum) and its derivative etoposide.
He also does research on renewable bioproducts and energy from
vascular plants and studies phenylpropanoid metabolites, which
provide structural reinforcement to plant tissue. These metabo-
lites act as phytotoxins against fungi, bacteria, insects, and herbi-
vores and have pharmacological (including anti cancer) activities
in humans. They also store organic carbon, thus serving as a car-
bon sink. 

Bill and Jan Neiman visited UWP HQ one recent Saturday while
in town on business. They own Native American Seed, which is
an exceptional source of seeds for scores of native plant species.
Based in Junction, Texas, they harvest seed from all over Texas
and beyond and have over 125,000 customers throughout the U.S.
Finding and collecting the seed of so many plants is a non-stop
job, so our paths cross theirs much less often than we would like,
but when they were in Central Texas recently for a seed sale, they
came by for a short visit before turning around to head west for a
conference in Santa Fe. If you are thinking of planting native
grasses, forbs, or wildflowers, check out the website of this native
and homegrown company at www.seedsource.com. You can
order seed in quantities from packets to pounds and select indi-
vidual species or seed mixes tuned for your particular region.
They also support UWP by offering the volumes for sale in their
beautiful and informative catalog, which is a tremendous source
of planting and ecological information.

Weedfeed alums Tamsie Ringler and Maris Strautmanis were in
Austin for a few days in December. They took several Weedfeed
classes back in the 1980s and enjoyed the classes, with their trips
to Big Bend, so much that they had brought their son Lauris on a
trip over some of the same territory. We enjoyed seeing them im-
mensely and having an opportunity to recall some of the adven-
tures from those classes.  

BECAUSE THE PLANTS CAN’T SPEAK...
All of us must. In February, UWP president Scooter Cheatham
gave a talk to the Garden Club of Houston, helping kick off their

Continued on page 4

Weedfeed alums Tamsie Ringler (c) and Maris Strautmanis (r) visit UWP Scooter Cheatham, Stan Roux, and Rodolfo Dirzo ponder the future of plant research
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UWP president Scooter Cheatham speaks to the Native Plant Society of Texas’s Spring Symposium at UT’s Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in April.
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To become a member or to otherwise contribute, fill in the blanks and mail this form
or an approximation thereof to 2612 Sweeney Lane, Austin, TX 78723. 

Thanks!
Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Biz/Co/Institution: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________________

Phone:_______________________________ E-mail: __________________________________

Credit card #: (MasterCard or VISA) ____________________________________________________

Expiration: ______________ Signature: _________________________________________________________________

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Austin, TX

Permit No. 402

Useful Wild Plants of Texas
2612 Sweeney Lane
Austin, TX 78723

Useful Wild Plants, Inc. t 512-928-4441 t 512-928-8091 (fax)
info@usefulwildplants.org wwww.usefulwildplants.org
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Join UWP and help save the “rainforest” 

in your own backyard.
Annual Membership
q  Sustaining ($100)
q  Family/Household ($50)
q  Individual ($25)

Sponsorship
q  I’ll Sponsor a Species in Volume 4! ($1000)
q  I’ll be a Seed Sponsor in Volume 4! ($500)

Contributions
q      I’d like to make a contribution of $ ___________________________
         in honor of / in memory of __________________________________

new meeting place at the Hermann Park Conservancy. We are
most appreciative for Susan Garwood’s suggestion that Scooter
speak to GCH (which sponsored species in two of the Useful Wild
Plants volumes), and we want to thank Clayton Erickson for host-
ing the lovely dinner the evening before, Kingsley Von Helms for
all that she did to make the dinner so delightful, Susan and David
Miclette for providing accommodations, and Susan Horne for the
logistical efforts and attention to detail in making things run
smoothly. The members of the Garden Club of Houston are very
knowledgeable about the ecology of southeastern Texas and ac-
tively support community, conservation, and educational pro-
grams in the region. And just before the meeting started Scooter
got a huge surprise when Renvia Lander, formerly of Houston
and now of her hometown of Cuero (his home town too) showed
up with her daughter Melissa Moss, with whom we have worked
at GCH’s Bulb and Plant Mart. Renvia’s mother, Bess Jernigan,
was Scooter’s fifth grade teacher and she encouraged his interests
in research, science, and the arts (we can all see where that led!). 

The Native Plant Society of Texas also invited Scooter to give a
presentation at their Spring Symposium held at the Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center. His talk on the role of native plant or-
ganizations in maintaining botanical knowledge generated some
lively questions and follow-up inquiries. 

Continued from page 3
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