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Austin Chronicle publisher Nick Barbaro was escorted to UWP by Hank in the 3-PAW Wonder Dog Art Car (Nick drove).Tongues are hanging out in anticipation of Vol. 4
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Who needs to know about the Useful Wild Plants Project? That’s
what’s on Miss Smartyplants’ mind right now. Because, as Scooter
Cheatham says, “When the right people know about UWP, the
Project will get finished.” That means people who can fuel the
project with funding, people who can supply expertise, and peo-
ple who can turn our research materials into written form. So.
Who do you know who needs to know?

Here’s what we have been doing to answer that question. 

IN THE NICK OF TIME
If you’ve been around UWP for a while you will remember when
our office near UT was intertwined with Austin’s great bi-weekly
newspaper, the Austin Chronicle. They allowed us to use their copy
machine, for which we will forever be grateful (those were the
days before UWP had one copier, much less two). We did the trial
design layouts for the volumes in their paste-up space, a room full
of hot wax, rollers, rulers, and cutters to wax page pieces together
without benefit of tape, glue, or computer layout programs, which
had yet to be invented. We hired one of their writers (Jesse Sub-
lett). And we witnessed South By Southwest being conceived and
born. We all moved when the office building changed its identity
(it wanted only “mainstream” tenants), and we’ve all seen lots of
changes — the Chronicle went weekly, UWP has completed four
volumes, and everybody in the world knows SXSW. We don’t see

nearly as much of our old friends these days, and they’re a fount
of information on all things media and connectivity, so we invited
founder and publisher Nick Barbaro (along with Hank the Won-
der Dog and Hank the Wonder Dog Art Car) out here not long ago
to pick his brain about media, digital pub-
lishing, and the like. Nick is think-
ing about who needs to know
about UWP and who UWP
needs to meet.

JOSHING AROUND
Dr. Josh Tewkesbury, di-
rector of the Luc Hoff-
mann Institute of the
World Wildlife Fund, in
from Switzerland to lec-
ture at UT, was intrigued by
UWP VP Stan Roux’s invita-
tion to come out to UWP and al-
lowed himself to be whisked away for
lunch and the nickel tour. His research includes the impact of cli-
mate change on tropical and temperate organisms (that would in-
clude us), the role of landscape connectivity for dispersal and
population persistence, the role of birds in maintaining tropical

Continued on page 3

Miss Smartyplants Asks...
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Set up a
meeting! 



Tom and Helga Mabry talk phytochemistry with Scooter Cheatham

Jerry Sullivan (c) and Craig Chartier (r) give us their take on media and web communications at Precision Camera

Scooter Cheatham speaks at the Austin Lions Club 

A visit from Josh Tewkesbury of the Luc Hoffman Inst.
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Scooter Cheatham leads a field course for Stan Roux (left) and his award winning UT Austin Signature Course “The Treasures of Native Plants”



George H. Diggs, Barney L. Lipscomb, and
Robert George 2014. The Ferns and Lycophytes
of Texas. Center for Environmental Studies and
Department of Biology, Austin College, Sherman,
Texas and BRIT, Fort Worth, Texas. 8-xi, 1-380
pages.

I heard that a new Texas fern book came out
and assumed it was a reworking of Donovan
Correll’s 1956 classic, probably with more il-
lustrations and maps. But when the book
was in my hands I knew it was far more than
that. This work sets new high standards for
encyclopedic floristic work at the same time
that it more than fulfills the needs of the
technician who needs to know the name of
ferns in the field. On top of that, the book it-
self is a thing of beauty with illustrations,
maps, layouts, and production standards of
the highest quality. 

The proofreading was nearly flawless. A nit-
picker like me had to go through hundreds
of pages to find even one minor goof [one
misstatement on page 3; two misspellings
elsewhere]. The scholarship and precision
and grace of the writing are phenomenal.
Wow! We learn that Texas has more native
species of ferns and lycophytes than any
other state [127 species, 11 introduced; Flor -
ida is second with 113, 39 introduced]. Each
is treated fully with illustrations including
photographs and maps. Let’s hope that
works like this will appear for all the seed-
plants of Texas. If the same standards are
maintained for the seed plants [say 5000
species], more than 15,000 pages will have
to be published. Our hats are off in celebra-
tion of the achievement of these authors.
Well done, George, Barney, and Robert! 

Marshall C. Johnston.

forest diversity, and the dispersal and
chemical ecology of fruiting plants, partic-
ularly Capsicum (peppers), asking the
burning question “Why are chilies hot?”
Josh is also asking himself “Who needs to
know” about UWP. 

YOU BETALAIN YOUR LIFE
They know. Dr. Tom Mabry and Helga
Mabry stopped by late in 2013. Tom, a nat-
ural products chemist and Professor Emer-
itus at UT Austin, is known for his work
on betalains (the pigment that makes beets
beet red), flavonoids, phytoestrogens, an-
tiviral proteins, and biotechnology. Helga
Mabry began her career as a chemical tech-
nician in Germany and is an author — nat-
ural product afficionados will know her
from The Flavonoids. Their many works on
the chemical makeup of plants are cited
throughout the Useful Wild Plants volumes.
We’ll be checking back in to ask the
Mabry’s “Who needs to know...”

IT WAS THE BEST OF TIMES...
We’ve known Chris Best of the U. S. Fish
and Wild life Service for 20 years but until
a few months ago had never met him. We
have lost track of how many times we’ve
called on him to help us locate some hard-
to-find plant (as in last collected in 1947)
way down in South Texas. Invariably he
would come up with locations, but just as
invariably when we reached his neck of
the woods he would have been sent off to
some distant corner and all we could do
was send him a thank you note. Then we
learned he had moved to Austin and kid-
napped him for lunch at a great Asian
place called Ho Ho’s (had we gone to a
German place this section would have
been titled “It was the wurst of times”).
Chris teaches writing classes for FWS, and
his wife heads up a non-profit organiza-
tion doing reforestation in Mexico for
monarch butterfly habitat. Chris will also
be writing an article for a future UWP
newsletter to help get the word out to peo-
ple who need to know.

A “NEED TO KNOW” BASIS
We also have had the pleasure of meeting
with Carter Smith, executive director of
Texas Parks and Wild life, who came by for
the grand tour. Carter is also pondering
the question “Who do I know who needs

to know...” We also visited with Carter’s
predecessor Andy Sansom, former TPWD
executive director and now the same at the
Meadows Center for Water and the Envi-
ronment and Research at Texas State in
San Marcos. FYI, take a ride in the glass
bottom boat at the old Aquarena Springs
on the campus. It’s a tremendous experi-
ence, with water plants, two species of
beautiful gar swimming by, and archeolog-
ical remains. Recently we also had the op-
portunity to catch up with former UWP
board member Mike Meadows, who
stepped down this year as director of the
world-class Dallas Zoo after a very suc-
cessful 10 years at the helm. 

THEY NEED TO KNOW
We’ve hit the road ourselves to do some
visiting. We caught up this spring with
Susan Garwood, a knowledgeable
plantswoman and past president of the
Garden Club of Houston. GCH, a Species
Sponsor in volumes 2, 3, and 4, wants to
know more about UWP and has invited
UWP president Scooter Cheatham to speak
in 2015. Engineer and education activist
Robert Martinez decided that one of the
service organizations in which he is active
needed to know more about Useful Wild
Plants and invited Scooter to speak at the
Austin Downtown Founder Lions Club,
the oldest continually operating Lions
Club in the world. The meeting started
with a rousing rendition of The Lion Sleeps
Tonight and ended with members asking a
lot of good questions in a vigorous Q&A. 

WHEN PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW...
These days we turn to the web. And as
UWP is working on a major redo of its
website, we checked in with Jerry Sullivan
of Precision Camera and Video about the
latest in the world of digital media and
messaging. We sat down with Jerry, his pro
cinema manager Craig Chartier, and web-
master Chris Dolajak to get their take on
the latest equipment and techniques in
filming, photography, website functional-
ity, digital image storage, and, of course,
“Who needs to know.” 

continued from page 1

SPONSOR A SPECIES IN VOLUME 4
of The Useful Wild Plants of Texas, the Southeastern and Southwestern United States, 

the Southern Plains, and Northern Mexico.

See back page for particulars.



SPECIES YOU CAN 

SPONSOR IN VOLUME 4!
Cenchrus echinatus
Centaurea cyanus 
Centaurea melitensis
Centaurea repens
Centaurea solstitialis
Centaurium beyrichii
Centaurium texense
Cephalanthus silicifolia 
Cerastium axillare
Cerastium brachypodum
Cerastium fontanum 
Cerastium glomeratum
Ceratophyllum demersum
Cestrum diurnum 
Cestrum nocturnum 
Cestrum parqui 
Cevallia sinuata 
Chaerophyllum tainturieri
Chamaecrista fasciculata
Chamaecrista greggii 
Chamaecrista leptadenia 
Chamaecrista flexuosa var. texana 
Chamaecrista nictitans var. leptadenia
Chamaecrista nictitans var. nicitans
Chamaesaracha coniodes
Chamaesaracha coronopus
Chamaesaracha crenata
Chamaesaracha sordida
Chamaesaracha villosa
Chaptalia nutans
Chaptalia tomentosa
Chasmanthium sessiliflorum
Cheilanthes cochisensis 
Cheilanthes eatonii 
Cheilanthes fendleri 
Cheilanthes horridula 
Cheilanthes integrifolia 
Cheilanthes kaulfussii 
Cheilanthes lindheimeri
Cheilanthes tomentosa 
Cheilanthes villosa 
Cheilanthes wootonii 
Cheilanthes yavapenis 
Chenopodium albescens

Chenopodium atrovirens
Chenopodium berlandieri var. Boscianum
Chenopodium berlandieri var. sinuatum
Chenopodium berlandieri var. Zschackei
Chenopodium carnosulum
Chenopodium chenopodioides
Chenopodium cycloides
Chenopodium desiccatum
Chenopodium fremontii
Chenopodium glaucum
Chenopodium hians
Chenopodium incanum
Chenopodium incisum
Chenopodium leptophyllum
Chenopodium missouriense
Chenopodium murale
Chenopodium neomexicanum
Chenopodium opulifolium
Chenopodium pallescens
Chenopodium pratericola
Chenopodium pumilio
Chenopodium standleyanum
Chenopodium strictum var. glaucophylum
Chenopodium vulvaria
Chiococca alba
Chloris submutica
Chloris verticillata
Chloris virgata
Chorispora tenella
Chrysothamnus nauseosus
Ciclospermum leptophyllum 
Cicuta mexicana
Cinna arundinacea
Cirsium altissimum
Cirsium ochrocentrum
Cirsium terraenigrae
Cirsium turnerorum
Cirsium undulatum
Cirsium vulgare
Cissus incisa 
Citharexylum berlandieri
Citharexylum bracyanthum
Cladium jamaicense
Clematis columbiana

Clematis drummondii
Clematis pitcher var pitcheri
Clematis terniflora 
Clematis viorna
Clematis virginiana
Cleome gynandra 
Cleome multicaulis 
Cleome serrulata
Cleomella angustifolia 
Clethra alnifolia
Clitoria mariana
Cocculus carolinus 
Cocculus diversifolius 
Colocasia esculenta
Coelorachis rugosa
Cologania angustifolia 
Cologania pallida
Colubrina greggii

Colubrina stricta
Colubrina texensis
Comandra pallida
Commelina dianthifolia
Commelina diffusa 
Commelina erecta var. deamiana
Commelina virginica
Commicarpus scandens
Condalia ericoides
Condalia spathulata
Condalia viridis
Condalia warnockii
Conium maculatum
Conocarpus erectus
Consolida ambigua 
Consolida orientalis 
Convolvulus equitans
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Join UWP and help save the “rainforest” 
in your own backyard.

Annual Membership
q  Sustaining ($100)

q  Family/Household ($50)

q  Individual ($25)

Sponsorship
q  I’ll Sponsor a Species in Volume 4! ($1000)

q  I’ll be a Seed Sponsor in Volume 4! ($500)

Contributions
q      I’d like to make a contribution of $ ___________________________

         in honor of / in memory of __________________________________
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Celeste Bochow
Cathy Downs
Dan Fischer 
Kay Flowers 

Fonda Fox
Barry Lands
Mary Ley
Ruth McDonald

Robert Mayfield 
Margaret Weston 
Ellie White 

And the Sa ndia Clause Tpyo
tricker Winners are...

Ellie White, a home-schooled high school student from
Campbell, Texas, was the first in, noting that “missiles” was
missing the second “i.” Seven other people caught that
one. Several people observed that “delectable” was mis-
spelled. And Ruth, Kay, and Dan caught both. Each will re-
ceive a one-year membership in UWP and will have the
opportunity of a lifetime — the chance to proofread Volume
4 of Useful Wild Plants! Go Typo Trackers Go!

Thank you

Joan Bartz, Sheryl Cheatham, and 

Steve Speir for pr
oofreading

 this issue

of the UWP Update.


