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5th Call for Proposals for Joint Industrial R&D Projects 

Between Lithuanian and Israeli Companies 
 
Submissions by December 1, 2015 
Lithuania and Israel are jointly announcing the fifth Call for Proposals for joint R&D projects.  This call is announced on September 1st within the framework of the MOU signed between the two countries for cooperation in the field of industrial research and development.  It is operated in the framework of the EUREKA program, in which both countries are full and active members, participants from both countries are invited to submit joint project proposals.The main objective of this Call is to launch projects with joint participation from the two countries and to provide R&D grants to qualifying participants through the national authorities:  the Office of the Chief Scientist (OCS) of the Ministry of Economy in Israel and Agency for Science, Innovation and Technology (MITA) in Lithuania.
1. Scope of Topics for Bi-Lateral Industrial R&D Projects 
This call welcomes applications in all technological areas.  Special priority will be given to proposals in the following thematic areas:    

· Clean technologies;

· Energy;

· Medical and pharmaceutical technologies;

· Biotechnology;

· Information technologies;

· Nano technologies;

· Any other area of mutual interest.

2. Qualifications 

The criteria to be followed in order to apply to the present Call are: 
· The Lithuanian partner should be industrial entity (company), which may be technologically and scientifically assisted by non-industrial entity (university or research institute).

· The Israeli partner should be an Industrial entity (company) which may be technologically and scientifically assisted by non-industrial entity (e.g., university research institute etc.) as a subcontractor. 

· The Lithuanian and Israeli partners must express the willingness to cooperate in the development of a new industrial product, process or service. 
· The product, process or service must be innovative and there must be a technological risk involved.
· The project must be equally significant for both the participants. 
Any partner whose cooperative R&D project is consistent with the aforesaid criteria can apply to the present announcement in accordance with the national Laws, Rules, Regulations and Procedures in effect. 
3. Submission of Project Proposals
This announcement invites partners to present joint proposals for R&D projects using Eureka forms no later than December 1st 2015.

 Submission and the approval procedures consist of one phase with the following steps: Partners will be asked to present a short project outline via the following Eureka Project Application Form
The completed Eureka Project Application Form must be submitted simultaneously to ISERD and MITA by December 1st ,  2015  

The forms have to be legally signed by all participating companies.
The signatures must be scanned and sent together with the form as an integral part of the application. The forms must be filled in English. 
In addition:
In Israel: Israeli partners will be invited to submit in addition and at the same time as the short project outline their funding applications to the OCS.
A provisional consortium agreement among project partners is needed at the moment of proposal submission in this phase. 

Submission to the OCS and Iserd: December 1st 2015.
In Lithuania: Lithuanian partners will be invited to submit the Eureka proposal through the submission system. In addition to the application form, a short project outline (template available in the website) and a draft consortium agreement must be attached.

Submission to MITA: December 1st 2015.
 Projects starts are foreseen at the 1st quarter of 2016. 

Companies should contact ISERD and MITA before submission in order to receive the submission guidelines (see contact information at the end of the document).  
4. Evaluation and Selection of Projects
Evaluation will be conducted according to the following criteria:
1. Technological innovation.
2. Economic potential of the proposed products / services.
3. Added value of cooperation between the project partners.
4. Individual and complementary capabilities of the partners (R&D personnel, infrastructure, finance, marketing, and management).
5. Modalities for Financial Support of Projects 
The projects approved by the Lithuanian and Israeli Authorities will be financed by   The Office of the Chief Scientist (OCS) of the Ministry of Economy in Israel and by MITA in Lithuania.  The support will be given to each partner by its own Authorities in accordance with the national Laws, Rules, Regulations and Procedures in effect:
· In Lithuania, industrial entities (small and medium companies) can be financed up to 75% of eligible costs and universities or research institutes – up to 100% of eligible costs. The Lithuanian partners will have to comply with MITA rules, which can be found on MITA website (www.mita.lt). 

· In Israel, each selected project can be financed by the OCS up to 50% (+ regional incentives for companies located in the "development zone") of the eligible costs of research and development. 
· When the project is successful and produces profits, the financial support of the Israeli party will have to be repaid, without interest, by means of royalties or profits deriving from the sales. 
· No repayment is due when the project does not reach the stage of the commercialization. 
· The Israeli industrial partner will have to comply with the procedures, rules and regulations of the OCS/MOE (the Law for the Encouragement of Industrial R&D), which can be found on the OCS website http://www.moital.gov.il/NR/exeres/C4A8C9EC-7BDF-431D-AEC5-5CBB57D839FC.htm.   
· According to EUREKA practices, applicants may choose to ask for a label without public financing (i.e., self-funding is also accepted).
6. Publication of Results 

Project partners whose projects have been funded by their respective authorities in accordance with the national regulations and procedures will be informed by means of email by MITA and MATIMOP/ISERD, respectively. 
For further information and assistance in submission:
	Lithuania 
	Israel 

	Birute Bukauskaite
	Uzi Bar-Sadeh 

	MITA
	MATIMOP/ISERD 

	Tel: +370 5 2127 436
	Tel: +972-3-5118185        

	Email: birute.bukauskaite@mita.lt 
	Email: uzi@iserd.org.il 
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