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Dog Walking Program 

You must be 18 years old in order to participate in the dog walking program. 

No children under the age of 18 may accompany volunteer dog walkers 

For the safety of the animals in our care and for the public in general you must adhere to the following rules.  

Anyone not following theses rules will no longer be allowed to handle the animals. 

Proper footwear must be worn at all times. NO sandals, open toes or backless shoes. 

 

Taking dogs out of their kennel: 

1) For any first time or newly returning volunteers, a kennel attendant is the only one allowed to 

remove an animal from its kennel to avoid injury or escape. 

2) Before exiting the building you must look to your left and right to make sure no other dogs are 

coming. 

3) Check your dog’s harness or collar before leaving the building. Only 2 fingers should be able to fit 

underneath. If a collar or harness is too large, ask a kennel attendant or lead volunteer to help adjust 

it. If you are unsure about the fit, ASK FIRST! 

4) Call out when coming into and out of the building or coming around blind spots to avoid surprises. 

 

How to hold the leash: place your hand through the loop with one hand and grasp the middle of the leash with 

the other-YOU MUST KEEP YOUR DOG UNDER CONTROL AT ALL TIMES.  If you are at all uneasy about taking a 

certain dog, or unsure about your ability to handle a specific dog, please ask first. 

Walking rules: Use your discretion when walking a dog in inclement weather or less-than-ideal conditions (rain, 

snow, ice, hot, weather, or when it is dark outside.) 

1) Read the entire cage card before picking your dog. Follow any rules listed on the animals car. 

2) Only walk dogs within your color. I.E new or recently returning volunteers can only walk :green: dogs 

until staff feels your ready for more difficult animals. If a dog is too strong or lively for you to control, 

return the dog to his/her kennel and take out another dog. 

3) So not all the dog to jump on people (volunteers, staff or visitors.) 

4) Once outside, the first lesson is to teach a shelter dog that nobody is going anywhere is the lish isn’t 

slack. 

5) Do not allow dogs to leash-bite/play tug with the leash while walking. 

6) Keep a far distance (minimum of 15 feet) between the dog you are walking and any other animals.  

7) Volunteers need to be alert and constantly aware of her/his surrounding and be diligent in keeping 

her/his dog under control at all times. (i.e. not walking too close to other dogs, waiting at a safe 

distance until another dog walks by, etc.) 

8) There can only be one dog in a courtyard/enclosure at a time (unless dogs are a pair sharing a 

kennel.) DO NOT LEAVE DOGS UNATTENDED. Leashes should always remain on the dog even inside 

an enclosure. 

9) YOU MUST PICK UP YOUR DOGS POOP IMMEDIETLY. 

10) Please do not let dog alleviate on grave markers in the cemetery. 


