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OUR STAFF - WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 

FR. BOB LUBIC 
Pastor 
thepunkpriest@gmail.com 
History, geneology requests 
 

FR. DANIEL ULISHNEY 
Parochial Vicar 
dulishney@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Altar servers, wedding coordinators 
 

FR. DANIEL CARR 
Parochial Vicar pro tempore 
dcarr@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

SR. DONNA MULLIGAN 
Director of Pastoral Ministry 
dmulligan@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Communion to the sick/homebound 
 

MARY SAMPEY 
Director of Evangelization 
msampey@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
RCIA, Foundations of Faith, youth 
ministry, sacramental prep 
 

MOLLI VASSAR 
RCIA Coordinator 
mvassar@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

ANDREW SHROYER 
Pastoral Minister 
ashroyer@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
youth/young adult ministry 
 

LOU ANN LAUFFER 
Business Manager, Connellsville 
llauffer@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Connellsville general parish business,  
cemetery lots/deeds 
 

SUSAN DUNKARD 
Business Manager, Dunbar 
sdunkard@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Dunbar general parish business  
 

LISA ANDURSKY 
Administrative Assistant 
landursky@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Connellsville baptism, marriage, 
Mass scheduling 
 

KAREN TWEARDY 
Parish Secretary, Connellsville 
ktweardy@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Bulletin (deadline MON at noon), 
envelopes, membership 
 

TINA MAHALLICK 
Parish Secretary, Dunbar 
tmahallick@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Dunbar Mass scheduling  
 

DAVID HERTZNELL 
Maintenance, Connellsville 
dhertznell@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

DAVID BALLARD 
Dunbar Maintenance/Cemetery Care 
dballard@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

DAVID PANZELLA 
Connellsville/Dawson Cemetery Care 
724.323.5365 
 

RON NAGY 
Leisenring Cemetery Care 
724.603.2020 

SATs 5:15-5:45pm at IC 

and by appointment 

 

 

To our visitors.. If you are just 
passing through, we are glad 
you chose to worship with us.  
If you are seeking a new church 
home, please know there is  
always room in our pews and a 
place in our hearts for you. 

 

 

 

DEVIVO CENTRE 
116 South 2nd Street 

Connellsville, PA 15425 
 

724.628.6840   (f) 724.628.0838 
 

MON-THU 8:30am-noon /1-4pm 

FRI 8:30am-1pm 
 

BRADY CENTRE 
459 Ranch Road 

Dunbar, PA 15431 
 

724.277.4236   (f) 724.277.8954 
 

MON, TUE, THU, FRI 9am-3pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We work with the Holy Trinity  
Conference of Saint Vincent DePaul  
to help our neighbors in need.  

You may call them at 724.562.3341. 
 

 

We are grateful for the advertisers 
shown on page 7, who cover the 

cost of printing our bulletins.   
 

Please frequent their businesses 

in support of them.   
 

This week’s featured advertiser 

is SENIOR LIFE. 

Our Faith Community consists of the Parish Families  

of Immaculate Conception, Connellsville 

(1869), Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Dunbar 

(1874), Saint John the Evangelist, Con-

nellsville (1895), and Saint Rita of Cascia, 

Connellsville (1915). 
 

We also embrace the former Parish Families of  

Saint Vincent de Paul, Leisenring (1888-2008), Sacred Heart, Dawson 

(1889-2007) Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Connellsville (1901-1913), 

Saint Emory, Connellsville (1903-1970), Holy Trinity, Connellsville 

(1903-2008), Saint Polycarp, West Leisenring (1917-1997). 



 
 

SUN, SEP 9, 2018 
Stewardship of Treasure 

 
 
 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Adult ························· $4,392.00 

Loose Collection ··············· 473.00 

Maintenance ····················· 125.00 

Total: ······················· $4,990.00 
 

Cemetery ······················· $490.00 

Accent···························· $15.00 

♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
ST. ALOYSIUS 

Adult ························· $4,443.00 

Loose ····························· 177.00 

Children/Young Adults··········· 22.00 

Parish Improvements ··········· 335.00 

Total: ······················· $4,977.00 
 

Accent······························$5.00 

♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
ST. JOHN 

Adult ························· $2,238.00 

Loose Collection ··············· 224.00 

Maintenance ······················· 50.00 

Total: ······················· $2,512.00 

♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
ST. RITA 

Adult ························· $3,325.00 

Loose Collection ··············· 451.00 

Maintenance ······················· 35.00 

Total: ······················· $3,811.00 
 

Cemetery ······················· $524.00 

Accent···························· $15.00 

Seminary/Clergy ··················$5.00 

Scripture Readings for This Week 

 
 

MON: 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Lk 7:1-10 
 

TUE: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1-5; Lk 7:11-17 
 

WED: 1 Cor 12:31-13:13; Ps 33:2-5, 12, 22; Lk 7:31-35 
 

THU: 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28; Lk 7:36-50 
 

FRI: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13 
 

SAT: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-14; Lk 8:4-15 
 

SUN: Wis 2:12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-8; Jas 3:16 - 4:3; Mk 9:30-37 

24th Sunday in 

SEP 16, 2018 

 

 

 

 
 

Isaiah 50:5-9a  DRILLED EARS   
 

Listening can get you into trouble. 
Sometimes we hear things without 
paying much attention to them. 
But when we really listen, we find 
out what is going on. 
 

Of course, not listening can get 
you into trouble too. You won’t 
hear the directions clearly. You 
won’t get the question right and 
will give the wrong answer. You 
won’t appreciate what is very im-
portant to someone you love.  
And you may hear about it later. 
 

But listening is also troublesome. 
When we really hear, we under-
stand. And understanding may 
cause us to make a decision we’d 
rather not have to make. That de-
cision may force us to pick sides. It 

may turn some people against us. 
Listening can get you into trouble. 
 

Isaiah explains how he listens. It 
seems like he isn’t even interested 
in listening because he says, “The 
Lord GOD opens my ear that I may 
hear.” More literally, God “drills” 
open Isaiah’s ear. God wants to 
make sure this prophet is listening. 
 

And the message got Isaiah into 
trouble. People beat him, plucked his 
beard, buffeted and spat upon his 
face. What did the prophet do? 
Nothing. Isaiah says, “I have not re-
belled, have not turned back.” Why 
not? “The Lord GOD is my help.” 
Hearing God’s word satisfied him more 
than fleeing from his enemies. 
 

It takes courage to really listen, 
and it takes trust that God will 
protect us after we do. 
 

Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2008, 
Resource Publications, Inc., 888-273-7782, 

www.rpinet.com. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission from Lectionary 

Bulletin Inserts, Year B: First and Second Readings 

 

WE WELCOME FR. PAUL FARIN OF 
CROSS CATHOLIC OUTREACH who is 
speaking this weekend at all IC, 
St. John and St. Rita Masses on 
behalf of the poor in developing 
countries. Cross Catholic Out- 
reach was founded to create a 
meaningful link between parishes 
in America and priests and nuns 
working in the Church in the 
Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Central 
and South America.   

Thank you to my new Our Lady, Queen of the Yough family for welcoming 

me so very warmly.  My time among you in my first assignment as a 

priest will always remain a treasured memory.   I leave for Rome soon, 

where I will spend about 9 months finishing up my studies.  Please 

keep me in your prayers, as I will hold you close in mine. 

Fr. Dan Carr   

 

after 11:30 Mass 
at St. John 
will resume 
SEP 23. 



 
 
 

Please join us THIS SUN 
after 11:30am Mass at St. John 

to celebrate Fr. Dan Carr’s 
all-too-short ministry among us. 

 

IC’s 150th anniversary committee 
needs volunteers FRI, SEP 21 at 
10am to help set up tents for 
their Oktoberfest.  Volunteers are 
also needed on event day, SAT, SEP 
22, at 9am to finish preparations. 
 

IC Oktoberfest, NEXT SAT, SEP 22, 
noon-8pm at the IC Festival Building 
(1/2 block above the church).   
Food, drinks, games, music, and fun 
for the whole family.   

 
Altar Server training 
will be scheduled to 
begin in late SEP.  

Please call Fr. Dan Ulishney if you 
are interested in participating. 
 
 

Children’s Choir rehearsals will 
begin in OCT.  Registration forms 
are on the parish website under 
Music Ministry. 

at home 
Nar-Anon meeting, WED, SEP 19 
at St. John’s Moravek Hall, 7-8pm. 
 

Connellsville Community Ministries 
needs donations of used medical 
equipment such as beds, wheel-
chairs, transport chairs, and bath-
tub assist accessories. Unopened 
packages of diapers and bed pads 
are also appreciated.  Please call  

626-1120 with any questions. 
 
 

Senior citizens needing transportation 
to/from medical appointments are 
encouraged to call 628-7433 to 
learn what the FACT bus system 
has to offer.   
 
 

Natural Family Planning CM-BBT 
instruction will be MON, OCT 15 
at 6pm in the Catholic Charities 
office in Greensburg. Call at least  

1 week prior to class date to pre-

register.  Call Mary Ann Newhouse 

at 837-1840, x1658 for more 

info or to register for this or an 

upcoming class.  
 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Court Annunciata #260 is spon-
soring a fundraising bus trip FRI, 
OCT 19 to River’s Casino, in  
Pittsburgh.  Cost is $25/$20 back  

slot play.  Bus departs at 4:30pm 

from Martin’s plaza, and leaves 

the casino at 11pm.  Need photo 

ID.  For info and reservations call 

620-7327 or 880-4192.  

Congratulations to NASH MICHAEL, 

son of Dean and Nikki Lewandowski, 

who was baptized SEP 9 at IC. 

Volunteers are needed to help work 
the St. Al’s booth at the Dunbar 
Community FEST  on SAT, SEP 29.   
Call Tammy Nedrow at 984-2878. 

Also, a list of donations needed can be 
found in the back of the church.  All 
items should be brought to church 
the weekend of SEP 22-23. 

A special thank you goes out to 
all those who volunteered and 
donated to St. Al’s Calendar Party 
to make it such a success. Thank 
you for sharing your time, talents 
and treasure with your church 
community! 

RCIA.  Interested in becoming 

Catholic or learning more 
about your faith?  Mary Sampey 

would love to talk to you! 
 

You can reach her at the parish 

office at 628-6840,  x108.   



 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The word “Christ” comes from the 

Greek translation of the Hebrew 

“Messiah”, which means “anointed.”   

It became the name proper to Jesus 

because He accomplished perfectly 

the divine mission that “Christ” signi-

fies.  The Jews were long awaiting  

this Messiah that would come into  

the world.  If you look at the great 

people who were called and conse-

crated for a mission by God in the 

Old Testament, they were always 

anointed in the name of God.  This 

was the case for kings, priests, and 

prophets.  Therefore, it was told that 

the Messiah, the one who was coming 

to save, would be anointed by the 

Spirit of the Lord at once as king, 

priest, and prophet.  Therefore, Jesus 

fulfills the messianic hope of Israel in 

his office of priest, prophet, and king.   
      

Many Jews at the time of Jesus im-

mediately recognized in Jesus the  

fundamental attributes of the messianic 

Son of David promised by God to  

Israel.  Jesus accepted his rightful title 

of Messiah, though with great reserve 

because it was misunderstood by many.   
      

It is well known that the Jews were 

expecting a savior figure that they 

called the “Messiah”, but they were 

awaiting a very different messiah than 

the person of Jesus.  They were wait-

ing for a coming king who would be  

an ideal ruler like King David, who 

would restore his fallen dynasty in a 

new outpouring of divine power.   

This “Messiah” would become the  

redeemer of Israel by his great power 

and awesome deeds to make their 

nation the center of a renewed world. 

This is why, though Jesus accepted  

his rightful title of Messiah, the term 

was often incorrectly used by the dis-

ciples and others, who believed that 

Jesus had come to be some sort of 

great and powerful earthly king.   

 

On the contrary, this Messiah was 

born in a manger as a baby.  This  

Messiah grew up as a humble carpen-

ter.  This Messiah heals the sick and 

tells us to love our enemies.  This 

Messiah is one who Christ tells us 

“must suffer greatly” and “be killed.” 

This can be seen most especially in 

our Gospel today from Mark, where 

Jesus is attempting to explain to the 

disciples that he must suffer great-

ly.  The disciples do not under-

stand.  In fact, every single instance in 

the entirety of the Gospel of Mark 

when Jesus tries to explain that he 

must suffer; the disciples seem to not 

even hear him.  And what is more, 

every time someone calls Jesus the 

Messiah, Jesus completely deflects it 

and offers God his heavenly Father  

the praise.  He also warns people  

not to tell anyone!    
      

This misunderstanding of the disciples 

and deflection from Jesus has been 

come to be known as the “Messianic 

Secret.” Jesus knows that as soon as he 

admits that He is the Messiah, He is 

on the fast track to Calvary.  He 

knows that when people hear that He 

is the Anointed One who is coming, 

that they will feel threatened by Him. 

In the Gospel today, Jesus only ac-

cepts Peter’s profession of faith when 

it is tied to His Passion.  Jesus recog-

nizes clearly that people don’t truly 

understand who He is, and that they 

will not understand until His imminent 

suffering, death and Resurrection. 
      

Jesus’ messianic kingship includes com-

ing down from heaven as the Son of 

Man and also His redemptive mission 

as the suffering servant.  The Son of 

Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.  Hence the true meaning of 

his kingship is revealed only when He 

is raised high on the cross.  Only after 

his Resurrection is Peter able to pro-

claim Jesus’ true messianic kingship to 

the People of God: “Let all the house of 

Israel therefore know assuredly that God 

has made him both Lord and Christ, this 

Jesus whom you crucified” Acts 2:36.  
    

 

 

“But who do you say that I am?”  
Jesus is not really concerned with what 

others are saying about him.  He poses 

this question mostly as a challenge to 

his disciples. They have seen him doing 

miracles.  They have been with Him 

through His public ministry. They 

should be able to see Jesus for who 

He truly is, and yet when the time 

comes, they all abandon Him.   

 

If you have never asked Jesus into your 

heart, or you would like to recommit 

yourself to Jesus and accept Him as 

true Messiah; I encourage you to pray 

this prayer to Jesus right now… 
 

A Prayer of Commitment 
Lord God, please forgive me for all the 
things I have done wrong. 
I turn to you and turn away from sin. 
[Pause. Silently ask forgiveness for 
anything you know is keeping you 
from God.] 

Jesus, please be the center of my life. 
I welcome you personally as Lord and 
Savior of my life.  
I ask you, Holy Spirit, to fill me and 
empower me to live as a child of God.  
I want to have your grace to truly live 
a new life. 
Thank you for hearing my prayer through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Taken from ChristLife: 
Catholic Ministry for Evangelization 

 
Christ’s peace 

and our Mother Mary’s love, 

Mary Sampey 

And He asked them, 
"But who do you say that I am?"  

Peter said to him in reply, 
“You are the Christ."  

Then He warned them not to tell 
anyone about Him. 

This is also a question He is posing 

to each one of us.  Who do YOU say 

that Jesus is?  Are you telling others 

about Christ?  Do you confess Christ 

to truly be God in your own heart?  

Have you personalized who Christ 

really is and given your life to Christ; 

dedicating yourself to being His dis-

ciple and follower?  Do you run 

away from Christ when things get 

difficult, or do you cling to Him and 

become united to His suffering?   



ST. AL MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

SAT, SEP 22 - 5PM 

SERVER 
C Baldwin 
R Barron 
 
 

LECTOR 
S Lincoln 
 
 
 

EX MINISTER 
J Goodwin 
P Herron 
D Marchewka 
 

SUN, SEP 23 - 9AM 

ALTAR SERVER 
J Hustosky 
J Hustosky 
 
 

LECTOR 
B Martin 
 
 
 

EX MINISTER 
T Grover 
K Martray 
S Smith 

ROSARY SCHEDULE 
SAT, SEP 15 
J Connell 

SUN, SEP 16 
B Klotz 

 
 
 
 
 

We will be hosting a community 
event in St. John’s Moravek Hall 
on TUE, SEP 18, 6-8pm to cele-
brate Recovery Month an event 
to increase awareness and under-
standing of mental and substance 
use disorders and celebrate the 
people who recover. A number  
of providers will be on hand to 
educate us on the local resources 
and support available for recov-
ery.  The evening will end with a 
candle-light non-denominational 
prayer service.  Come to cele-
brate Recovery in Connellsville.   
Please call Mary Sampey at 628-6840 
if you are a provider and would like 
a table at the event.  

 
    

ACOLYTE LECTOR   EX MINISTER CROSS BEARER 

SEP 22 J Long J Lembo T Long M Dunaway 
SR-4pm D Long G Lembo   

   N Lembo   

IC-6pm S Pleva D Calinao A Beveridge B Sheehan 
  A Berish P Calinao   
  E Aquino   

SEP 23 M Waggett C Waggett E Kozel T Kezmarsky 
SR-8am E Armstrong N Stasia   

   L Lauffer   

IC-9:30am L Geary C Baluch A Geary L Galiardi 
  Z Zimmerman J Baluch   
   P Akers   

SJ-11:30am I Zerecheck T Martin N Gaudiello A Shoemaker 
  L Colland J Kosinski   
   B Knizner   

  IC, ST. JOHN, ST. RITA MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

 

MON,  SEP  17   ST. ROBERT BELLARMINE, BIOSHOP/DR. OF THE CHURCH 
 8:00am St. Rita Carmine, Sr., Anna & Anthony Molinaro (Louisa Clawson) 

 8:30am St. Rita Divine Mercy Chaplet  

    No Mass at St. Al today 
 

TUE, SEP 18  WEEKDAY  
 8:00am St. John Harry & Sandy Pirl (Mary Petzel) 

    No Mass at St. Al today 

 

WED, SEP 19  ST. JANUARIUS, BISHOP/MARTYR  
 8:00am  St. Rita  Josephine & Donald Grenaldo (Family)  

 

THU, SEP 20   STS. ANDREW KIM TAE-GON,PRIEST AND PAUL CHONG 

     HA-SANG & COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 

 8:00am IC Kosisko Family (Rose & Joe Kosisko) 

 8:00am St. Al Prayers for Priests & Padre Pio Devotions 

 8:30am St. Al Myrna Doppelheuer (M/M Mark Brooks) 
 

FRI, SEP 21    ST. MATTHEW, APOSTLE/EVANGELIST  
 8:00am St. Rita Josephine & Roger Shaw (Family)  

 8:15am St. Al Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 8:30am St. Al Genevieve Logan (Evelyn Sperry)  
 

SAT, SEP 22      VIGIL  

 4:00pm  St. Rita Carol Sines (Her Loving Family) 

 5:00pm  St. Al Dennis Valentine (Joseph E. Kozak) 

    Bob LaFisca (Charlene & Family) 

 6:00pm  IC Ivan Hominsky & Audrey Hominsky (Dolores Hominsky) 
 

SUN,  SEP 23 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 8:00am  St. Rita Eugene V. Cavalier (M/M Frank Capo, Sr.) 

 9:00am St. Al Pro Populo  

 9:30am IC Elizabeth Bartholomai (Bonnie Cross) 

 11:30am St. John Stanley Helinsky (Carl & Donna Helinsky) 

 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS Please remember to pray for 

STEVE CONKO, CONNIE HATTER 

and THERESA MARTIN, new 

additions to our prayer list. 

The altar server schedule is on 
www.youghcatholic.org. If you are 
unable to serve when you are 
scheduled, please call Chris Sparks 
ASAP, at 628-7510 or email him at 
crsparks1@zoominternet.net. 



 

GOODBYE FATHER DAN 2.0! Sadly 

this is the last weekend we have  
Fr. Dan Carr with us. And my sad-
ness is NOT just because I am  
losing a helper, not to be replaced 
until (hopefully!) the beginning of 
Advent. Fr. Dan was so much more 
than a mere "helper;" he became a 
true collaborator with me and the 
original Fr. Dan and an INCREDIBLE 
asset to Our Lady, Queen of the 
Yough. I was especially impressed 
with the various projects which he, 
on HIS OWN initiative (i.e. no one 
ASKED him!), undertook. In one  
of these he put his computer back-
ground to FANTASTIC use and 
created a database that allows us 
to easily search for parishioners 
across the four parishes without 
having to first know to WHICH 
parish they belong.  
 

I have to admit that I was quite 
NERVOUS when I learned I would 
be getting a "baby priest." I never 
considered "breaking in a newbie" 
to be part of my skillset. (Fr. Dan 1.0 
certainly DOES have that ability 
in his, but he was still away at 
school for the first month of 2.0's 
presence.) Additionally, consider-
ing how busy things are here in the 
Jewel and its country surroundings - 
and lacking the help of 1.0 during 
that critical first month - I feared I 
wouldn't have the necessary time 
to "show him the ropes."  All fear, 
apprehension, and nervousness  
dissipated, however, as Fr. Dan's 
giftedness and maturity became  
immediately - and ABUNDANTLY -  
obvious. With out a doubt the 
greatest compliment I can pay  
Fr. Dan Carr is to state, without 
the slightest hyperbole, that had I 
not known otherwise I would have 

NEVER pegged him as 
a newly ordained priest! 
 

As he departs the Con-
nellsville-Dunbar 
metroplex to complete 
his education in the 
Eternal City he certainly 

goes forth with the prayers, good 
wishes, and LOVE of this communi-
ty. He definitely had an outsized 
impact on us in a mere three 
months! So much of an impact in 
fact that I have formally requested 
of Bishop Malesic that when he re-
turns from Rome permanently next 
June he be assigned with us FOR 
GOOD. I realise that countless 
factors go into making priest as-
signments and it is foolish to think 
that just because I make a request 
it will be granted but I am a FIRM 
believer in the principal that 
it NEVER hurts to ask! But then 
again Jesus DID say "ask and you 
shall receive!  
 

SAINT RITA "ITALIAN DAY" DINNER:  
Friday marked the world-famous 
Italian food-fest at Saint Rita's Bucci 
Hall. This annual event, originally 
known as "Nationality Days" as it 
has its roots in the city's former 
celebration of the same name, 
draws people from far and wide 
EAGER to dine on the delicious 
delicacies delivered  day-long* by 
the delightful, diligent dames of the 
Christian Mothers. Unfortunately I 
was away on holiday and didn't get 
to yield to the YUMMINESS. 
 

My heartfelt thanks go out to all the 
women - and a few men as well - 
who slaved away not only Friday 
but for weeks beforehand prepar-
ing this fabulous, festive foodie 
FEAST. This year I owe a special 
note of gratitude to Rita and her 
ladies for their FLEXIBILITY. Due 
to work on the Hall the date had 
to be moved from the traditional 
FIRST Friday of September. I'm sure 
the extra week just made everyone 
MORE HUNGRY for the incredible 

Italian food on offer! 
* Or, to quote TV commercials,     
   "As long as supplies last!" 

 

OKTOBERFEST: For the next stop on our 
ethnic food journey we travel north 
(and a bit to the east) to Bavaria as 
Immaculate Conception kicks-off 
their sesquicentennial celebration 
with Oktoberfest on Saturday 22 
September. OUR celebration actually 
coincides with the beginning of the 
festivities this year in the famed birth
-place of this "fall classic," München, 
Freistaat Bayern (Munich, Bavaria 
for the non-Germanophile). Come 
enjoy food, music, games - and of 
course BEER! (other beverages will 
be available) -  at the IC festival 
building from noon til 8pm. PROST! 
 

GIFT: Saint Rita parish was recently 
the recipient of a generous gift from 
the estate of the late parishioner 
Michael Prestia. That gift was given 
with the stipulation that it be used 
for the completion of the "Meditation 
Garden" that is taking shape be-
tween the church and the former 
school building. Michael, who en-
tered Eternal Life on 5 November 
last year at the age of 94, was an 
incredibly civic-minded individual 
who wanted his not-insignificant 
estate to benefit the community he 
loved. Thus, in addition to Saint Rita 
many other organisations were 
blessed by his generosity, including 
Geibel, Conn-Area, Community 
Ministries, Saint Vincent de Paul, 
Carnegie Library, the Fayette County 
Cultural Trust, the Yough River Trail, 
and Highlands Hospital. A special 
"Thank You" to Michael's brother 
and executor Paul Prestia who was 
responsible for determining, in accord 
with the wishes Michael expressed 
in a general fashion, the specific 
beneficiaries of his brother's largess. 
 

COVER PHOTO: The tranquility of na-
ture along Morgan Run, just off the 
Yough River Trail across from Camp 
Carmel. I captured this idyllic scene 
during a bike/hike in early June. 


