The Easter Vigil

The Easter Vigil
The Exaltet
The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Genesis 1: 1-2:2

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth,
the earth was a formless wasteland, and darkness covered the
abyss, while a mighty wind swept over the waters.

Then God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. God saw
how good the light was. God then separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light "day," and the darkness he called
"night." Thus evening came, and morning followed—the first
day.

Then God said, "Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters,
to separate one body of water from the other." And so it hap-
pened: God made the dome, and it separated the water above
the dome from the water below it. God called the dome "the
sky." Evening came, and morning followed—the second day.

Then God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered into a
single basin, so that the dry land may appear." And so it hap-
pened: the water under the sky was gathered into its basin, and
the dry land appeared. God called the dry land "the earth, " and
the basin of the water he called "the sea." God saw how good it
was. Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth vegetation: every
kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth
that bears fruit with its seed in it." And so it happened: the earth
brought forth every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind
of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with morning followed—
the third day.



Then God said: "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, to
separate day from night.

Let them mark the fixed times, the days and the years, and serve
as luminaries in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the
earth." And so it happened: God made the two great lights, the
greater one to govern the day, and the lesser one to govern the
night; and he made the stars. God set them in the dome of the
sky, to shed light upon the earth, to govern the day and the
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw how
good it was. Evening came, and morning followed—the fourth
day.

Then God said, "Let the water teem with an abundance of living
creatures, and on the earth let birds fly beneath the dome of the
sky." And so it happened: God created the great sea monsters
and all kinds of swimming creatures with which the water teems,
and all kinds of winged birds. God saw how good it was, and God
blessed them, saying,

"Be fertile, multiply, and fill the water of the seas; and let the
birds multiply on the earth." Evening came, and morning fol-
lowed—the fifth day.

Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living crea-
tures: cattle, creeping things, and wild animals of all kinds." And
so it happened: God made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds of
cattle, and all kinds of creeping things of the earth. God saw how
good it was.

Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our like-
ness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds
of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the
creatures that crawl on the ground." God created man in his im-
age; in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them. God blessed them, saying: "Be fertile and multiply;
fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over its seed in it.
God saw how good it was. Evening came, and the fish of the sea,
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the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on the
earth."

God also said: "See, | give you every seed-bearing plant all over
the earth and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be
your food; and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the
air, and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground, | give all
the green plants for food." And so it happened.

God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very
good. Evening came, and morning followed—the sixth day. Thus
the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed.
Since on the seventh day God was finished with the work he had
been doing, he rested on the seventh day from all the work he
had undertaken.

Responsorial Psalm:
Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

Third Reading: Exodus 14: 15-15:1

The Lord said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the
Israelites to go forward. And you, lift up your staff and, with
hand outstretched over the sea, split the sea in two, that the Is-
raelites may pass through it on dry land. But | will make the
Egyptians so obstinate that they will go in after them. Then | will
receive glory through Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots and
charioteers. The Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord, when |
receive glory through Pharaoh and his chariots and charioteers."

The angel of God, who had been leading Israel's camp, now
moved and went around behind them. The column of cloud also,
leaving the front, took up its place behind them,

so that it came between the camp of the Egyptians and that of
Israel. But the cloud now became dark, and thus the night
passed without the rival camps coming any closer together all
night long.



Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord
swept the sea with a strong east wind throughout the night and
so turned it into dry land. When the water was thus divided, the
Israelites marched into the midst of the sea on dry land, with
the water like a wall to their right and to their left.

The Egyptians followed in pursuit; all Pharaoh's horses and
chariots and charioteers went after them right into the midst of
the sea. In the night watch just before dawn

the Lord cast through the column of the fiery cloud upon the
Egyptian force a glance that threw it into a panic; and he so
clogged their chariot wheels that they could hardly drive. With
that the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel, because
the Lord was fighting for them against the Egyptians.

Then the Lord told Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea,
that the water may flow back upon the Egyptians, upon their
chariots and their charioteers." So Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea flowed back to its nor-
mal depth. The Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea,
when the Lord hurled them into its midst. As the water flowed
back, it covered the chariots and the charioteers of Pharaoh's
whole army which had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not
a single one of them escaped. But the Israelites had marched on
dry land through the midst of the sea, with the water like a wall
to their right and to their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel on that
day from the power of the Egyptians. When Israel saw the
Egyptians lying dead on the seashore and beheld the great
power that the Lord had shown against the Egyptians, they
feared the Lord and believed in him and in his servant Moses.

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: | will
sing to the Lord, for he is gloriously triumphant; horse and char-
iot he has cast into the sea.

Responsorial Psalm:
Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

Seventh Reading Ezekiel 36: 16-17a, 18-28

The word of the Lord came to me, saying: Son of man, when the
house of Israel lived in their land, they defiled it by their conduct
and deeds. Therefore | poured out my fury upon them because
of the blood that they poured out on the ground, and because
they defiled it with idols. | scattered them among the nations,
dispersing them over foreign lands; according to their conduct
and deeds | judged them. But when they came among the na-
tions wherever they came, they served to profane my holy
name, because it was said of them: "These are the people of the
Lord, yet they had to leave their land."

So | have relented because of my holy name which the house of
Israel profaned among the nations where they came. Therefore
say to the house of Israel: Thus says the Lord God: Not for your
sakes do | act, house of Israel, but for the sake of my holy name,
which you profaned among the nations to which you came. | will
prove the holiness of my great name, profaned among the na-
tions, in whose midst you have profaned it.

Thus the nations shall know that | am the Lord, says the Lord
God, when in their sight | prove my holiness through you. For |
will take you away from among the nations, gather you from all
the foreign lands, and bring you back to your own land. | will
sprinkle clean water upon you to cleanse you from all your im-
purities, and from all your idols | will cleanse you. | will give you
a new heart and place a new spirit within you, taking from your
bodies your stony hearts and giving you natural hearts. | will put
my spirit within you and make you live by my statutes, careful to
observe my decrees. You shall live in the land | gave your fa-
thers; you shall be my people, and | will be your God.



Responsorial Psalm:
Create a clean heart, a clean heart in me, O God.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father

have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, In the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Epistle: Romans 6: 3-11

Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were bap-
tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were

indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we

too might live in newness of life.

For if we have grown into union with him through a death like
his, we shall also be united with him in the resurrection. We
know that our old self was crucified with him, so that our sinful
body might be done away with, that we might no longer be in
slavery to sin. For a dead person has been absolved from sin.

If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also
live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies
no more; death no longer has power over him. As to his death,
he died to sin once and for all; as to his life, he lives for God.
Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead
to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia
Gospel: Matthew 28: 1-10

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb.
And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord descended from heaven, approached, rolled back the
stone, and sat upon it. His appearance was like lightning and his
clothing was white as snow. The guards were shaken with fear
of him and became like dead men.

Then the angel said to the women in reply, “Do not be afraid! |
know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. He is not here,
for he has been raised just as he said.

Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell
his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and he is going
before you to Galilee; there you will see him.” Behold, | have
told you.”

Then they went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet over-
joyed, and ran to announce this to his disciples. And behold,
Jesus met them on their way and greeted them. They ap-
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proached, embraced his feet, and did him homage. Then Jesus Liturgy of the Eucharist
said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to Gali-

lee, and there they will see me.” Presentation Hymn: Ye Sons and Daughters
Blessing of Water Refrain: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Verse 1: Ye Sons and daughters, let us sing!
Renewal of Baptismal Promises The King of heav’n the glorious King,
Please respond: I do. O’er death today rose triumphing. Alleluia! (refrain)
Verse 2: That Easter morn at break of day,
Sprinkling Rite: The faithful women went their way.
I saw water flowing from the right side of the temple, To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. Alleluia! (refrain)
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Sanctus
Intercessions Holy, Holy Holy, Lord, God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Please Respond: Risen Lord, hear our prayer.

Memorial Acclamation

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim

our Death, O Lord, until you come again.
( \,,_..--\ A U y y g
' D
b‘%}—’ 2 1 Lamb of God
\f j Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

_ﬂ



Communion Hymn: At The Lamb’s High Feast

Verse 1: At the Lamb’s high feast we sing,

Praise to our victorious King,

He has washed us in the tide,
Flowing from his wounded side:
Praise we him whose love divine,
Gives his sacred Blood for wine,
Gives his Body for the feast,
Christ the victim, Christ the priest.

Verse 2: Where the Paschal blood is poured,

Death’s dark angel sheaths his sword;
Israel’s hosts triumphant go,

Through the wave that drowns the foe.
Praise we Christ whose blood was shed,
Paschal victim, Paschal bread;

With sincerity and love,

Eat we manna from above.

A Prayer of Spiritual Communion

Priest:

Almighty Father, since we cannot all receive the sacrament
of communion together at this time, we ask You to help us
to see and express the communion of our Church and to
unite our hearts with the heart of Christ.

Brothers and sisters, let us now express our desire to receive
the Eucharist by praying the following prayer together.
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All:

My Jesus,

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,

and | desire to receive You into my soul.

Since | cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there

and unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.

Final Blessing

Priest: Go in peace, alleluia, alleluia.
All: Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia.

Recessional Hymn: Christ is Risen From the Dead

Verse 1: Christ is Risen from the dead,
Risen as He truly said;
Praise the Lord with grateful voice,
Bless His name, rejoice, rejoice!

Verse 2: Angels clad in snowy white,
Coming from the realms of light,
Bid us sing with grateful voice,
Bid us all rejoice, rejoice!
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