
 
 

January 12, 2018 
 

 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL  cao@co.washington.or.us 
 
Washington County Board of Commissioners 
254 N First Avenue 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 
 

Re:  Proposed Ordinance 830 - An Ordinance Prohibiting the Keeping of Exotic 
Animals 

  
Dear Chair Duyck and Members of the Commission: 
 
 Along with our letter of December 18, 2017, please consider the following additional 
comments of Humane Oregon in support of the above ordinance: 
 
1. Specific Problems with Private Ownership of Exotic Animals. Attached are 
representative articles  from One Green Planet and Born Free USA  that detail the negative 
consequences of allowing private ownership of exotic animals. Most significant to us are that 
these animals are simply not meant to live in small confined areas and that private ownership 
results in more of them being bred, or even captured from the wild, only to be subjected to those 
conditions. 
 
2. General Support. As stated in our initial comment letter, we support the ordinance as is 
but also encourage the Commission to strike the exception for exotic animal temporarily in the 
county because that exception also encourages the harms noted above, even if less of that harm 
occurs in Washington County. 
 
3. Native Wildlife. As some noted at the hearing December 19, the proposed ordinance 
would not prohibit the keeping of animals native to Oregon. Thus, private parties could still keep 
captive animals such as cougars, black bears and wolves (subject to state and federal laws). The 
keeping of these animals raises similar issues. Thus, we urge you to consider, by future 
ordinance if not through amendment of the proposed ordinance, using your authority under ORS 
609.205 to also prohibit by ordinance the keeping of wildlife, as defined in ORS 496.004  
 



4. Possible Alternatives. If equitable factors create reluctance to adopt the proposed 
ordinance as drafted, possible alternatives could include: 
 

 Grandfathering existing animals. This would ensure the animals already held in captivity 
do not end up being placed in poorer conditions while ensuring that, at least, no 
additional animals are subjected to confinement in the county. This would allow existing 
residents and facilities to continue to keep the exotic animals they have while not 
continuing to contribute to a market for breeding exotic animals and/or taking them from 
the wild. 

 

 Exempting facilities accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA). Our 
understanding is that this is the only accrediting organization considered reputable for 
purposes of ensuring a reasonable standard of animal welfare. As shown in materials 
submitted by the Humane Society of the United States, accreditation/certification from 
the Zoological Association of America (ZAA) provides little assurance of humane 
treatment of animals and serves primarily to promote continued exploitation of wild 
animals by offering a false cloak of legitimacy. 
  

To be clear, we support the proposed ordinance over either of these alternatives and strongly 
urge you to adopt it, but either of these alternatives would be better than no action. 
 
Walk on the Wild Side. We appreciate that the proposed ordinance should be discussed as a 
matter of general policy and not just in relation to one particular operation. Still, as some of you 
noted at the hearing, Walk on the Wild Side serves at least as an example of whether private 
parties can be counted on to care for exotic animals in a humane and responsible way. We 
therefore attach additional specific information related to Walk on the Wild Side, including: 
 

 Reviews of the operation on Google and Yelp. 
 

 Complaints submitted to the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
 

 A recent article in Willamette Week, including the reader comments. 
 

* * * * * 

* * * * *  



 
Thank you for considering our additional comments on this important issue. 

 
     Sincerely, 
 

     

     Brian Posewitz 
Board Member and Administrator 
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A Walk On the Wild Side 
Website 
Directions 

2.025 Google reviews 
Animal protection organization in the Clackamas County, Oregon 
Address: 6815 S Knights Bridge Rd, Canby, OR 97205, USA 
Phone: +1 503-227-0575 
Suggest an edit · Own this business? 

Add missing information 
Add business hours 

Questions & answers 
Ask a questionBe the first to ask a question 

 

 

Write a review 



Reviews 
"People should seriously boycott this place!" 
"Poor customer service on behalf of the company." 
 
"I have supported this group FOR YEARS, both monetarily and by word of mouth." 

View all Google reviews 

 

People also search for 
View 15+ more 
 
 
The Pixie Project 
Animal Rescue Service 
 
 
 
Oregon Humane Society 
Animal Shelter 
 
 
 
Animal Aid Inc 
Animal Shelter 
 
 
 
Family Dogs New Life Shelter 
Animal Shelter 
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A Walk On the Wild Side 
6815 S Knights Bridge Rd, Canby, OR, USA 
Write a review 

2.0 

25 reviews 
Sort by: 
Most recent 

 

Elyse Cochran 
Local Guide  
in the last week 



If I could give 0 stars i would. Did a job for these folks while they were in the process of moving locations. 
Not only do they owe us money, this is animal exploitation at it's finest! These poor animals are in the 
smallest dirtiest make shift enclosures I have ever seen. They treat these animals like domesticated pets 
crawling in the enclosures showing how "tame" they are. The enclosures are makeshift wire fencing, steel 
cages and wood. It's obvious where the money is going..these people's pockets. Someone needs to 
contact a big cat rescue or zoo or something to save these poor animals! 
Helpful? 

 

Jed Lancaster 
 

3 weeks ago 
Little ran down now 
1 

 

Never 2Lo 
Local Guide  
3 months ago 
Dunno 
Helpful? 

 

April Brown 
5 reviews 
3 months ago 
They just blocked me on facebook because I disagreed-AND provided documented scientific reasons 
why lions and tigers don't need to be bred to each other. I have supported this group FOR YEARS, both 

More 
3 

 

Brianna Lievsay 
 

4 months ago 
This place is terrible. Exploitation of these animals helps no one. 
3 

 

JJ McKay 
 

5 months ago 
This is a horrible business and should be shut down! 
2 

 

Vanessa Beyers 
 

5 months ago 



TERRIBLE organization. The tiger was in a cage much too small for it and pacing back and forth the 
entire day (checked on the "exhibit" multiple times throughout the fair). They also have you pay to get a 
picture with a cub and tell you some sad story about the mom being killed and they're trying to do the best 
they can for the cub. They make it sound like a one time thing, BUT I've seen them at a number of events 
over the last 10-12 years and they ALWAYS have a cub and always tell the same story. And yet another 
thing: I have a friend who used to work for them when they were still in Canby and he reported that the 
conditions the animals were kept in were too small, dirty and unsecured. He could think of at least 3 times 
within a year that they failed inspections (unsure if the inspections were by county or state employees), 
but nothing came of it because organizations like this that claim to be rescues are extremely ill-regulated. 
Most recently, an article published just a week ago by the Willamette Week says this:" No government 
official has inspected the property since they moved the cats in. Jones and Higgs declined to allow WW to 
see the animals, saying the publicity could embolden regulators trying to shut them down." They're 
BEYOND sketchy and need to be shut down. 
4 

 

Patrick Whewell 
1 review 
5 months ago 

 

Robert Prince 
1 review 
5 months ago 

 

Randy Lay 
Local Guide  
6 months ago 
They don't take care of the animals very well 
2 

 

alex hirsch 
6 months ago 

 

Dory Black 
1 review 
7 months ago 
They are an amazing organization that definitely needs better reviews 
Helpful? 

 

mariah Roelfs 
2 reviews 
7 months ago 

 



Brandon Hesse 
1 review 
7 months ago 

 

Rosemary Sheets 
10 reviews 
7 months ago 
Saw their exhibit at the Sacramento County Fair. Tiny, bare cages containing animals lethargic from the 
heat, while their "educational ambassador" napped on a chair with his feet up. Very clearly exploiting 
exotic animals for monetary gain. Despite signage claiming the organization educates people about 
conservancy, there was no attempt at education taking place, just numerous requests for donations. 
Really upsetting. Do not support this group. 
4 

 

Marleejayn Stacey 
7 months ago 

 

Garrett Archer 
Local Guide  
7 months ago 
This would be cool! 
Helpful? 

 

Nathan Cory Vlogs 
Local Guide  
8 months ago 

 

Jean Bean 
1 review 
9 months ago 
This isn't a rescue it's a circus, or zoo. They take animals to county fairs etc and exhibit for photograph 
$$$. They may even be breeding these exotics I think. Not a good "retirement" for these ex-pets. Boycott 
2 

 

Helen Nelson 
2 reviews 
10 months ago 
Have never been there looking forward to it such a shame people only go to see your animals to run you 
down . That's why no one gets to see my wonderful collection let them get there own. anyone that loves 
there animals is a 5 star to me 
1 

 

Rebecca Thomas 



20 reviews 
11 months ago 
Worst experience ever with this road side circus attraction! My family and I decided to go to the Portland 
rose festival, went to see the animals, requested a photo, was screamed at by the most repulsive, 
delusional, and disgusting women I have ever met! This repulsive women was screaming at me in front of 
other adults and children INCLUDING MY OWN! while I was holding my infant child, it was a nightmare! I 
will never support these disgusting people a day in my life again! People should seriously boycott this 
place! 
4 

 

Charlotte Blocker 
3 reviews 
a year ago 
Poor customer service on behalf of the company. Happily berates anyone who might disagree or ask a 
question about the morality of what they do. They openly admit to utilizing unpaid volunteers, proudly 
breed in captivity, and delete comments or photos from their Facebook page that don't push their 
narrative of being an organization for the protection of animals. If you love animals, give other local 
sanctuaries support. We don't need more exotic animals bred in captivity for profit. They support animals 
in the circus, and only laugh when you ask about their stance on the abuse those animals go through.  
 
Being a non-profit does not mean that you are a reputable business, and even though they comply with 
the legalities of the USDA, this is not a business you want to help. I urge A Walk on the Wild Side to 
convert to a sanctuary were the animals can live the lives they deserve to live. 
 
This is nothing better than a roadside zoo with some comforting buzz words attached to it, and AWotWS 
should be ashamed for promoting it and hiding behind those buzzwords as a means of defense.  
 
If you look at their reviews, you'll note they got many negative reviews on July 27th, as a result of posting 
a pop-up roadside zoo outside of a vegan establishment. When vegans started to comment on their 
photos and page, AWotWS started to ban and block left and right. As a result, they have a handful of 
negative reviews... But you'll notice they also apparently got as many friends to pad their sinking rating 
with 5 star reviews. 
 
That is not the behavior of a reputable establishment, and I'm pleased to see their ratings continue to 
sink... Which probably wouldn't have been the case, had they handled this with a modicum of intelligence 
or class. 
 
Do not be duped by the way they present themselves. 
5 

 

Antoanet Aburto 
1 review 
a year ago 
This is an animal exploitation organization (who blocks anyone asking for information on their practices) 
5 



 

Kris Moriarty 
3 reviews 
a year ago- 
This company is nothing more than a roadside organization that exploits animals for money. Further 
more, they are mean people to deal with and do not care about keeping animals in small cages out in the 
hot heat. Shameful. 
4 

 

J. Miller 
Local Guide  
a year ago 
Horrible organization that exploits animals in the name of preservation. They are kept in cages far too 
small for the animal in question. 
3 














































