
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair Mary Wahl 
Commission Members 
Oregon Fish & Wildlife Commission 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE  
Salem, OR 97302 
 
RE:  Comments on Proposed Rulemaking, Furbearer Trapping and Hunting Regulations 
for the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 Seasons. 
  
Dear Chair Wahl and Members of the Commission: 
  
The undersigned organizations and our hundreds of thousands of Oregon members and 
constituents request that the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission modify the proposed 2020-21 
furbearer trapping and hunting regulations to require a uniform minimum trap-check time of 24 
hours. 
 
Oregon lags far behind other states in establishing daily or 24-hour trap-check times.  Daily or 24-
hour trap-check requirements exist in California, Washington, Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico. 
Oregon’s current regulatory framework establishes widely variable trap check times for different 
categories of wildlife that range up to 168 hours between checks.  This approach is inconsistent, 
inhumane, and out of date.  Oregon is woefully behind on this issue; it is time for our state to catch 
up. 
 
According to the rulemaking notice, only about 1,000 people in our state of more than 4,000,000 
people (roughly 0.025 percent) trap and kill wildlife for its fur.  The 24-hour trap check time does 
not prohibit trapping, but to the extent that it is argued that it will infringe on trapping abilities in 
some manner, the proposed 24-hour trap check time would affect a very small minority of 
Oregonians.  Far more Oregonians object to the current trap regulations and the resulting animal 
abuse and unnecessary suffering.1 
 
Specifically, we urge the Commission to require that steel-jawed leghold traps, snares and conibear 
traps be checked at least once every 24 hours for all animals, including for predatory and game 
mammals. The Commission should also require trappers to post visible signs near the traps and set 
their devices at least 100 feet from public trails and other public premises for the safety of the 
public.  It is imperative that trapping regulations minimize the death of non-target species, decrease 
animal suffering and bring Oregon closer to the modern regulations of neighboring states. 
 

                                                        
1 Dietsch, A.M., Don Carlos, A.W., Manfredo, M. J., Teel, T. L., & Sullivan, L. (2018). State report for 
Oregon from the research project entitled “America’s Wildlife Values.” Fort Collins, CO: Colorado State 
University, Department of Human Dimensions of Natural Resources. 



Trapping is Indiscriminate 
 
Trapping is indiscriminate and causes the accidental death of numerous non-target animals, 
including imperiled and/ or endangered species, along with domesticated pets.  In 2018, dozens of 
individuals were accidentally trapped and killed in Oregon by the federal wildlife killing agency, 
Wildlife Services including beaver, bobcat, mountain lion, black bear, fox, raccoon, skunk, possum 
and various species of birds.2  The type and severity of injury caused by traps varies with factors 
such as the type of trap, the species trapped, outdoor temperature and weather conditions, and 
duration of time in the trap. Despite the unselective nature of traps, the long-term environmental 
impacts of trapping have not been systematically assessed.3 
 
Scientific research shows that both leghold traps and Conibear traps have a high potential for 
capturing and/or killing non-target animals.  Field studies of the Conibear 120 Magnum (used to 
trap small animals such as minks and pine martens) have shown that non-targeted species constitute 
more than 73 percent of all captures. Other information shows that between 2 and 10 non-targeted 
animals are trapped for every target animal captured.  Still other studies found that non-targeted 
animals constitute between 56 percent and 76 percent of leghold trap captures.4 The longer an 
animal is trapped, the more likely they are to self-amputate or die, but even being in a trap for a 
short time period can have devastating effects on target and non-target animals. 
 
Trapping is Inhumane 
 
Despite numerous modifications, most traps can cause serious injury and suffering, including broken 
legs, dislocated shoulders, lacerations, torn muscles, cuts to mouths and gums, broken teeth, 
fractures, amputation of digits, and death. An animal trapped on land may suffer from psychological 
stress and/or pain, starvation, dehydration, predation, or exposure to severe weather.  If captured in 
aquatic traps, animals adapted to swimming and diving for long periods such as beavers and river 
otters can slowly suffer from hypoxia even if they struggle before drowning.5 Both the American 
Veterinary Medical Association and the American Animal Hospital Association oppose routine 
trapping primarily because of the injuries, trauma, and suffering inflicted upon trapped animals.6  
Even padded traps can still cause serious and debilitating injuries.  A 1995 study by Wildlife Services 
found 97% of coyotes caught in padded traps had severe swelling of their trapped limb, 39% had 
lacerations, and several had simple or compound fractures.7 
 

                                                        
2 Program Data Report G – 2018 Animals Dispersed / Killed or Euthanized / Removed or Destroyed / Freed or 
Relocated.  United States Department of Agriculture, Animal Plant and Health Inspection Services.  
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/wildlifedamage/pdr/?file=PDR-G_Report&p=2018:INDEX: 
3 Kemmerer, L., & Heister, A. (2015).  Individuals, Species, and Ecosystems at Risk. Animals and the Environment: 
Advocacy, activism, and the quest for common ground, 117. 
4 G. Proulx and M. W. Barrett.  “Field Testing the C120 Magnum for Mink” Wildlife Society Bulletin 21 (1993): 421–
426.   
5 Phillips, R. L., et al. 1990.  Leg injuries to coyotes in three types of foothold traps.  Wildlife Society Bulletin 18: 166-
175. 
6 American Veterinary Medical Association, 2017.  Trapping and Steel-jawed Leghold Traps.  
https://www.avma.org/KB/Policies/Pages/Trapping-and-Steel-jawed-Leghold-Traps.aspx; American Animal Hospital 
Association, 2014. AAHA position statements and endorsements, leghold traps.  https://www.aaha.org/about-
aaha/aaha-position-statements/leghold-traps/   
7 Andelt, W. E., Phillips, R. L., & Schmidt, R. H. Trapping furbearers: an overview of the biological and social issues. 



Neck snares can also cause a very slow and painful death. Although trapper experience and expertise 
on the proper use and placement of snares is important in capturing animals properly, studies show 
that it is impossible to restrict captures to the neck area.8  Further, another study reported that of 65 
snared coyotes, 59% were neck catches, 20% flank, and 10% foot.  In this study, nearly half of the 
animals were still alive the morning after being snared.9 If found alive, wildlife can be killed in 
horrific manners in part to preserve fur and pelt intactness.  Commonly used methods include 
strangling, drowning, bludgeoning and chest stomping.  
   
The Conibear trap is a type of trap that is supposed to provide an "instant kill.” However, animals 
do not always die quickly in these traps – a quick death requires that an animal of a particular size 
enters the trap at a specific speed and direction.  Research shows that animals in Conibear traps can 
die slow, painful deaths as their abdomens, heads, or other body parts are squeezed between the trap 
bars. The duration of pain until death or loss of consciousness varies, depending on where on the 
animal’s body the trap strikes and the force of the strike; traps cannot be controlled perfectly in the 
field. This tells us that the amount of time the animal is in the trap—even a “kill” trap—matters to 
the animal’s welfare. A 24-hour trap check requirement is a step in the right direction for Oregon’s 
wildlife, as Oregon trapping regulations are far behind other western states. 
 
Oregon Trapping Regulations are Lagging Behind other States 
 
Many states have adopted trapping limitations through the regulatory, initiative, and legislative 
process.  Oregon needs to catch up to our neighboring states, and at a minimum we should require 
that trappers check their traps at reasonable intervals. To alleviate some of the suffering of trapped 
animals, the least we can do is require that traps be checked at least once a day.   
 
Nearly half of all states already require a 24-hour or daily trap-check time, summarized below: 
 
      STATE    TRAP CHECK TIME 

• Arizona   Daily 
• California   Daily and only by authorized agents or employees 
• Colorado   24 hours and only under special circumstances 
• Washington   24 hours and only under special circumstances 
• New Mexico   24 hours 
• Utah    48 hours 
• Wyoming   72 hours 
• Idaho    72 hours (USDA Wildlife Services exempt from this rule) 
• Nevada    96 hours 
• Oregon   168 hours (76 hours for situations not involving damage) 
• Montana   No trap check time 

 
 

                                                        
8 Proulx, G., Rodtka, D., Barrett, M. W., Cattet, M., Dekker, D., Moffatt, E., & Powell, R. A. (2015). Humaneness and 
selectivity of killing neck snares used to capture canids in Canada: A review. Can. Wildl. Biol. Manag, 4, 55-65. 
9 Guthery, F. S., and S. L. Beasom. 1978. Effectiveness and selectivity of neck snares in predator control. Journal of 
Wildlife Management 42: 457-459. 
 
 



 
 
 
A consistent 24-hour trap check requirement, including for predatory and game mammals, is a long-
overdue step towards a modern, humane wildlife policy.  Thank you for your consideration of our 
comments on the proposed furbearer trapping and hunting rule. On behalf of our organizations and 
our members, we respectfully urge your support for the long-overdue reform to trap-check times.   
 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Brian Posewitz 
Director 
Humane Voters Oregon 
 
Samantha Bruegger 
Wildlife Coexistence Campaigner 
WildEarth Guardians 
 
Kelly Peterson 
Humane Society of the United States 
Oregon Senior State Director 
 
Quinn Read 
Oregon State Policy Director 
The Center for Biological Diversity 
 
Bob Sallinger 
Conservation Director 
Audubon Society of Portland 
 
Brooks Fahy 
Executive Director 
Predator Defense 
 
Jennifer Hauge 
Legislative Affairs Manager 
Animal Legal Defense Fund 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


