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I would just like to convey thanks and appreciation from my family and friends 

who accompanied me to Friday's performance. They all spoke positively about 

the way the letters were conveyed and found the production both timely and 

very poignant. My husband and I were also interested to see the subtle 

changes made since we saw it at All Hallows. You have all accomplished 

something very moving but also informative about the scale of suffering and 

waste of lives in WW1.   Nona J  (Great  niece of  Edwin  Hassall)   

Saw matinee performance of Kate Glover's 'Dear Chocolate Soldier today. 
Excellent show. Simply but effectively staged. Letter, songs and poetry 
seamlessly intertwined to tell the wartime story of bombardier Edwin Hassall & 
his touching relationship with Joan, the child who sent him chocolate while he 
was on the front-line. Next performance - Hen & Chickens 11th November 9.30 
pm.  Well worth a visit.     Ian  Buckley  

Congratulations on such a well researched, written, acted, directed and 

attended play: I found it very moving. Thank you!   Iain  D  

Really enjoyed the brilliant performance last night. Very interesting to see how 

it had developed since the earlier performance. Taking sequences off the 

books made a big difference and clarified which parts were actual letters. 

Lindsay D  

We thoroughly enjoyed your wonderful play. It was engaging, absorbing, 

moving, entertaining, touchingly humorous. The music poems and letters and 

dialogue all worked wonderfully together to weave a really memorable and 

heart rending story of this young man’s very sad life. From a jolly fun chap to a 

shadow of his former self and then to his untimely death after getting through 

all those bloody battles. What a great story and so well told Kate. 

Congratulations from David and me. So glad we saw it.  Sarah Matthias   

Thank you so much for a very stimulating , timely and poignant evening .I 

enjoyed it all enormously for it was superbly acted and very well sung too. I 

found it all very moving and full of admiration for all the research you must 

have done. Age shall not weary them indeed! Gordon  Gardiner   



It’s a super evening - such a searingly affecting story, and so well told by the 

three of you.  I really enjoyed it -if that is the right word for something so 

fundamentally upsetting.  But as always with your stuff, you made me think, 

and I am full of admiration for the way you construct the evening, and then 

indeed execute it   Jane  G  

I’ve now got time to write and tell you how much we enjoyed your play.  I 

wasn’t sure that I was going to like the subject matter but you made it 

interesting, poignant and even funny and I’m so glad we made the effort to 

come.  The acting was of a very high quality too.  Victoria Helby  

Thanks for your lovely play (and performances) last night... lots of humour at 
the beginning then an emotional punch in Act Two, and how lovely to have all 
the war poetry as well..   Joanna Hickman  
  

Your play was as always informative and 'entertaining' if one can call the 
sadness of war entertaining. It certainly kept my attention the whole way 
through and the man playing the soldier was brilliant. The fact you were all on 
the stage the whole way through must have been so tiring but we were 
all there with you in the story and the fact you changed characters was clever 
and did not distract from the dialogue at all... one minute you were a little girl 
and the next a grown woman Dee Miln  
  
Thank you for letting us know about the Chocolate Soldier. V enjoyable. It was 
good to have music included.  Kevin  Kiernan 
 
We very much enjoyed your play - we thought the musician's contribution was 

excellent and also felt that you all did very well with such a lot of lines to learn, 

read and sing, not to mention the emotions that such a subject had to 

encompass.    Linda  Kiernan 

 


