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VAWA is Moving!
Strong House Legislation Introduced
Co-Sponsors Needed!
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX) has been working closely with the National
Alliance to End Sexual Violence and the National Task Force to End Sexual
and Domestic Violence to develop legislation to reauthorize the Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA) that goes the next step to adress the needs of
survivors and communities, and she has just introcued a very strong bill.
Today she introduced VAWA legislation that we wholeheartedly support!
With each iteration of VAWA, Congress responds to emerging issues brought
forward by advocates on the ground. Based on extensive conversations with
local programs and advocates, the NTF suggested several key enhancements
to leaders of both parties in both the House and Senate, and we are very
pleased Rep. Jackson Lee’s legislation, H.R. 6545, includes all of these. From
an increased investment in sexual violence prevention programs to provisions
to hold offenders accountable on tribal lands to efforts to make our criminal
justice system more responsive to survivors to updated definitions to
protections for incarcerated survivors, this legislation includes the realistic
enhancements survivors need and advocates have asked for.
While the NTF has been working hard the past year in the Senate and House to
find bipartisan sponsors for VAWA reauthorization against a timeline of
the September 30 expiration date, we can no longer afford to wait to begin
pushing a bill. Rep. Jackson Lee’s bill has all of the key components we’ve
asked for, we wholeheartedly support it, and we need to act now to convey our
support and secure many co-sponsors from both sides of the aisle. Survivors
deserve action on VAWA now!
Action 1: Call your representative today with this message: We need
the Violence Against Women Act reauthorized now before it expires.
Survivors can’t wait for lifesaving responses to sexual assault and
communities can't wait for prevention programs. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee
has introduced moderate legislation, H.R. 6545, reauthorizing VAWA that
both sides can support. Please co-sponsor this legislation today.
Action 2: Tweet at your representatives asking them to co-sponsor VAWA.
See sample tweets below.
We can’t stress enough how important it is for a groundswell of voices to tell
Congress to reauthorize VAWA now. In order to break through the noise, we
will have to be strong, loud, persistent and determined.
What does the bill do?
Increases authorization for the Rape Prevention & Education Program
from $50 million to $150 million to address skyrocketing need and
demand for community prevention programs.
Returns sovereignty to tribes to prosecute non-native offenders of sexual
assault, trafficking, stalking, and child abuse.
Adds new definitions including Abuse in Later Life; Alternative Justice
Response; Digital Services; Forced Marriage; Economic Abuse; and
Technological Abuse and updates the definition of domestic violence.
Strengthens public housing protections for survivors including those
seeking housing transfers based on safety concerns.
Adds a new purpose to the Improving Criminal Justice Response grant
program to implement alternative justice responses that are focused on
victim autonomy, agency and safety to provide resolution and restitution
for the victim.
Strengthens privacy protections across state lines, online with digital
records, and preserves confidentiality upon survivor’s death in
accordance with their wishes.
Acknowledges the trauma of incarceration on women and their family
members, especially their children, and improves health care services
and trauma informed responses to better prepare incarcerated women to
return to their communities.
Improves enforcement of current federal domestic violence-related
firearms laws and closes loopholes to reduce firearm-involved abuse
and intimate partner homicide.
Expands VAWA’s ability to respond to sexual harassment.
Know that as you’re making your phone calls and tweeting, we’re
meeting with leaders in both the House and Senate to advocate for a
bipartisan VAWA bill that protects all survivors. Stay tuned for more
actions!
Sample Tweets:
Tweeting pro-tip: add a gif to make your tweet stand out!
TY @JacksonLeeTX18 for being a champion for survivors of sexual
assault. We welcome the introduction of the 'Reauthorization of
the Violence Against Women Act of 2018' for a #VAWA4ALL #VAWA18
The Reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act of 2018,
introduced by @JacksonLeeTX18 today, includes key enhancements for
all survivors of domestic and sexual violence. @HouseDemocrats and
@HouseGOP, let's get this bill across the finish line! #VAWA18
#VAWA4ALL
The Violence Against Women Act has always been a bipartisan
bill. @Rephandle can we count on you to co-sponsor
@JacksonLeeTX18 'Reauthorization of
the Violence Against Women Act of 2018' for a #VAWA4All survivors?
#VAWA18
We're with @JacksonLeeTX18 to pass #VAWA4ALL because
communities need access to sexual assault prevention! @RepHandle,
please co-sponsor #VAWA18
We're with @JacksonLeeTX18 to pass #VAWA4ALL because survivors
need housing protections! @RepHandle, please co-sponsor the
‘Reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act of 2018’
We're with @JacksonLeeTX18 to pass #VAWA4ALL because native
survivors deserve justice! Please co-sponsor @RepHandle
@Representative, violence against women happens in our community,
too. Reauthorize #VAWA and support prevention and education
programs that keep our jurisdiction safe!
Violence doesn’t discriminate and neither should our laws! Support
#VAWA18 and ensure Native survivors of gender-based violence have
access to justice on tribal lands! #VAWA4ALL
Violence doesn’t discriminate and neither should our laws! Support
#VAWA18 and ensure incarcerated survivors of genderbased violence have access to trauma-informed care! #VAWA4ALL
Support #VAWA18 and ensure survivors of domestic abuse access to
safe housing! #VAWA4ALL
Reducing access to firearms saves women’s lives! Support #VAWA18
and help prevent firearm-involved intimate partner homicides
#VAWA4ALL
Thank you for all you do to support survivors and end sexual violence in
your communities!
Information from:
National Alliance to End Sexual Violence

Fall is in the air. The mornings are crisp, the leaves are just beginning to
turn color and college campuses are bustling. College campuses can
provide a sense of security. Everyone appears to know each other and
there is a buzz of excitement in the newness of a semester. However,
we know that this time is actually very dangerous for students regarding
sexual violence. Women ages 18 -24 are at an elevated risk of
experiencing sexual violence. A reported 11.2% of all students
experience rape or sexual assault through physical force, violence, or
incapacitation (Raiin, 2018). Among undergraduate students, 23.1% of
females and 5.4% of males experience rape or sexual assault in their
time as students (Raiin, 2018). More than 50% of total collegiate-age
assaults occur in August, September, October, or November and
students are at the highest risk during their first and second semesters of
college.
When it comes to personal safety, there are some helpful tips available.
However, no tips can guarantee safety and if an assault occurs, it is
important to remember that it is never the survivor's fault. Help and
support is available.
Campus Safety
Know your resources – locate resources such as campus health
center, campus police, and local sexual assault service providers. Take
note as to where emergency phones are located on campus and
program the campus security number and alert feature on your phone.
Stay alert – be aware of your surroundings. Consider walking with a
friend or a group. If you choose to use headphones, only use one ear.
Make others earn your trust – give people time to earn your trust before
relying on them.
Make a plan B – spend some time thinking about back-up plans in case
of potentially sticky situations (eg. alternative modes of transportation
home or how to leave a date that doesn't feel good or safe)
Be secure – lock your door when you are asleep or when you leave the
room.
Social Setting Safety Tips
Make a plan – go with people you trust. Plan to leave together and if
plans change, make sure to inform someone within the group.
Protect your drink – do not leave your drink unattended and watch out
for your friend’s drinks too. Most drugs that are utilized for drug-facilitated
sexual assault have no color, taste, or smell.
Know your limits – keep track of how many drinks you’ve had and be
aware of your friends’ behaviors. If you or a friend is feeling more tired
than usual or more intoxicated than you feel you should, leave the party
or situation immediately and find help.
It’s okay to lie– if you are uncomfortable or feeling unsafe in a situation,
it is okay to make up an untrue excuse or scenario to get to safety.
Be a good friend – trust your instincts. If it doesn’t feel right, it probably
isn’t. Check in and intervene if needed.
Local Campus Resources
Montana State University Bozeman
Campus Police: 911 or 406-994-2121
Voice Center 24 Hour Confidential Support Line: 406-994-7069
Montana State University Billings
Campus Police: 911 or 406-657-2222
Title IX Office: 406-657-2221
Montana State University Northern (Havre)
24 Hour Support Line: 406-265-2222
University of Montana
Campus Police: 911 or 406-243-4000
Title IX Officer (Sexual Assault, Stalking, etc.): 406-243-5710
University of Montana Western (Dillon)
Campus Police: 911 or 406-683-7142

Resource
Safety for Students. (n.d.). Retrieved August 20, 2018, from
https://www.rainn.org/safety-students
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