June 2020 Events
• Devotion from the Director of
Missions
• BSBA Meetings/Events - Canceled
for the month of June
• WMU Update

Email your CHURCH NEWS to:
janicestrickland1013@gmail.com
• IMB Update: RJ Locklear
• Beyond COVID-19 Free Webinar
• VBS Strategies for Summer
• Camp Grace Update

The Burnt Swamp Bulletin

BURNT SWAMP BAPTIST ASSOCIATION (910)521-9850; FAX (910)521-7166

BSBA DOM’s Email: stevestrickland1013@gmail.com
DEVOTION FROM THE DIRECTOR
OF MISSIONS
“Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of
the field, which today is, and tomorrow is
cast into the oven, shall he not much more
clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore
take no thought, saying, What shall we
eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all
these things do the Gentiles seek:) for
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things. But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you. Take therefore no
thought for the morrow: for the morrow
shall take thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”

Matthew 6:30-34 KJV

It is comforting and encouraging to know
that our God operates in our present, He
knows everything in our past, and He is
fully over all things in our future. Knowing
this truth, we should not stress over what
is behind us, there is no reason to have
anxiety about what is ahead of us, and we
can be confident about every present moment. We cannot change the past and
stressing over the future has no value.
However, trusting God with our past, present, and future provides the peace and
calm we all seek. As believers, our trust in
Him and the peace and calm we demonstrate, is a witness to the World that our
God is sufficient for all things.
I am so thankful for all of you. It has been
a challenging and changing time. Our Pastors, Church Leaders and our Congregations have shown forth great strength,
trust, and confidence in our Sovereign
God. You have found new ways to Serve,
Evangelize, and Worship. Many have not
gathered in the church buildings, but the
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Church has never closed. Ministry has continued, people have been saved and encouraged. I believe we are stronger now
than we were when the pandemic started.
As we move forward, I will continue to conversate with our Moderators and be advised on our direction. We have greatly
missed your visits to the office, our Union
meetings and even our Executive Board
meetings. All of these are opportunities for
us to fellowship and because of the absence of that, we miss you.
Hopefully, very soon we can begin to put
those things back in place. As you do the
same for your congregations, please have a
plan in place and make it as safe as possible for your people. A plan communicated
well to your congregation, will give them
greater confidence in returning. Certainly,
we understand things are different now
and we should not attempt to return with
no plan and business as usual. I have sent
resources and suggestions from our convention on how to make any necessary
transitions safe and productive. I do advise
to continue proceeding without fear, but
with great faith, caution, and wisdom.
May God continue to richly Bless!

Rev. Steve A. Strickland
BSBA Director of Missions

IMPORTANT MESSAGE:
AT THIS TIME, ALL BSBA
MEETINGS/EVENTS FOR THE
MONTH OF JUNE HAVE BEEN
CANCELED! IF THERE ARE ANY
UPDATES THROUGHOUT THE
MONTH, WE WILL MAKE SURE
YOU ARE INFORMED!
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Gospel Tabernacle - We are still
having Church Services in vehicles; 5/10- Mother's
Day Celebration & (In Memory);
5/31- Communion; 6/15-18
VBS - TBA (If Having it), 6/21Father's Day Celebration & (In

Memory).
Island Grove - Our WMU Ladies made 100 masks
for children and adults to be sent to Rev. Castillo and
Navaho families in New Mexico; Food distribution to
needy families in the community on the 4th Monday
night.

WMU UPDATE
 All WMU Meetings/Events for June have been

CANCELED at this time!!
You may contact Mrs. Suzanne Locklear, BSBA
WMU Director, at (910) 391-4722 for further
details regarding these cancellations!

ONLINE LINKS FOR CHURCH SERVICES
Many of our Churches have shared their online links
to their services. We are able to put this on our
website for viewers to see. If you have not sent
that information to me as of yet, please email it to
stevestrickland1013@gmail.com. Thank You!

REMINDER: PREACHERS’
BENEVOLENT FUND
We would like to continue to encourage every Pastor and Preacher in our BSBA Association, to give a
$100 donation, if possible, to our Preachers’ Benevolent Fund, once a year. You are invited to
give more or less, but to try and give something if
you can. You also do not have to give it all at one
time. This fund will be used to assist Pastors and
Preachers within our Association, that find themselves dealing with hardship due to sickness and or
other circumstances. This is a way for us to care
for our own and to demonstrate the love of God for
our co-laborers in the Ministry. If you decide to
donate, you can make your check payable to Burnt
Swamp Baptist Association and earmark it for
Preachers’ Benevolent Fund. We hope you will consider making this a yearly commitment. Thank you!
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IMB UPDATE: RJ LOCKLEAR
Hey Friends!
Thank you so much for your prayers and
support! As you may have suspected, my
schedule for the IMB has been delayed and
changed because of the Coronavirus. As of
right now, my training has been moved
from March 23rd to August 4th!
This would put me on the field in Colombia,
South America, sometime in October. This
time has been very fruitful for me! I have
spent time with family, ministering to
friends and family, and have been trying to
provide ministry help with my home church
of Berea Baptist. God is still working and
moving in my life and I am grateful for the
added time He has given me with family.
I have also been involved with meetings
and team responsibilities with the IMB.
Even though training was delayed, I am
still a full time employee of the IMB, so
they are still taking care of all the missionaries scheduled to leave with me.
I want to ask you to continue to pray for
me, and I will be sending an update to you
monthly to keep you posted on my journey!
So excited to serve the Lord, and grateful
to have your prayers and support.
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NEWS CONTINUED….
THE NC BAPTIST FOUNDATION INVITES YOU TO
The Free Webinar:

"BEYOND COVID-19: FACILITATING KINGDOM
GROWTH IN A NEW WAY WEBINAR"
This Webinar is offered to you in partnership with Generis.
Dave Travis and Alan Wildes of Generis will be sharing the
Forward Focus Framework, an excellent tool for church
leaders in these BEYOND-COVID -19 times. Detailed information is below, including instructions on how to register.
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NEWS CONTINUED….

4 VBS STRATEGIES - LIFEWAY
In this strange season of unprecedented
circumstances, we’ve all found ourselves
needing to get creative with different aspects of church ministry. As programming needs and methods shift, one
thing remains the same—people need to
hear the good news of the gospel, perhaps now more than ever. VBS is the single largest evangelistic outreach of the
year for most churches. So we've got to
get creative in how we effectively—and
safely—utilize this important strategy to
reach our communities this year. No one
knows what public gatherings will look
like a few months from now, but we
know there are at least four forms that
VBS might take this summer. Pick the
one that works best for you and we'll
provide you with the tools and resources
to accomplish it!
1. Traditional VBS — This is the ‘VBS as usual’ approach. Go all in and all out! For some
places it may well be that, by the time VBS rolls around, VBS can happen as it always
has. You may have to pick an alternate date, but VBS can still happen as planned. You
might even experience record-breaking attendance!
2. Neighborhood VBS — Conduct driveway, front porch, backyard, or cul-de-sac neighborhood gatherings. This approach utilizes church-member “hosts” in multiple neighborhoods throughout your community to conduct a small-scale VBS at their homes.
This could be a great solution if we are able to meet in smaller groups of 10-20.
3. Alternate VBS — Embrace a creative approach using alternative timetables such as
conducting VBS over five consecutive weeks (e.g. Wednesday nights, Sunday nights,
Saturdays), as a back-to-school kick-off, or over Labor Day weekend or Fall Break.
This approach allows you to still do VBS, but in a low-maintenance, low-prep manner.
4. VBS at HOME — Deliver VBS directly to the home. Post or livestream media-driven
Worship Rallies to engage kids as viewers, and utilize home delivery methods to
equip parents to facilitate Bible study, rec, and crafts at home.
As we seek creative solutions, we are sure of this: VBS is worth it because the gospel is
worth it! No matter the circumstances, we at LifeWay VBS pledge to continue to help
churches reach kids with the gospel in Summer 2020.
For more details you can visit vbs.lifeway.com.
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4 VBS STRATEGIES - LIFEWAY
(Continued)
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NEWS CONTINUED….

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this, please feel free to contact Mr. J. Todd Stout,
Executive Director of Camp Grace, at (910) 628-6326.
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Check the BSBA Website for more information: www.burntswamp.org
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