
 

 
 

 S4-E11                               NOVEMBER 2018                                                                               
 

Good Morning                                         
    
We are very pleased to say that our little newsletter has now gone international, with copies now 
being emailed to UK, USA and enquiries, (with eye popping photographs), being received from Mexico, 
France, Russia and Nigeria, but still no one from Tasmania 
 

October was a very interesting month for the band and for two of its members a really unforgettable 
one. That being the reunion of three founding members of the Ian B Macleod Rockabilly Express 
Showband at Sawtell RSL on Sunday 21st. We would like to thank all those who travelled many kms to 
support the event and help make it the occasion that it was. We understand that several most ardent 
supporters declared it a long weekend by proclaiming Monday a public holiday, not wishing to travel 
along the Pacific with the Sunday night convoys of road monsters. There are several examples on 
Facebook showing what a great artist and vocalist and entertainer Ian B still is after all these years. 
 

The month began with our Sunday Arvo Rock n Roll at the Kendall Services Club, with Larry Belton 

standing in for Ken, who was unavailable on the day due to other commitments. Davo sang how he 
loved a “Rainy Night” and told us all how he would like another one soon, the result being we had to 
load our vehicles in the rain! What appeared earlier to be a quietish night was dispelled when we 
noticed that there were an increasing number of people making up the listening audience, who 
apparently had visited the club for a fine meal from the Riverside Fusion Bistro and decided to stay. On 
stage it was a fun night for the band members each enjoying some of the shenanigans that were going 
on as we improvised with some of our much rehearsed arrangements. Talking point of the night was 
our up tempo presentation of the “Rebel, (Rebelle)” song which tested the fitness of an increasing 
number of Rebel dancers. We may set the challenge to us and the dancers by increasing the tempo a 
little each time we present it until we reach breaking point. 
 

Next it was down the track to Belmont16’s where we were very apprehensive of having the usual large 
dancing audience due to the fact that there be a large Rock n Roll weekend festival at Nelson Bay, as 
well as the customary rainy night. It was also customary for us to be wrong again and we subsequently 
enjoyed playing to not quite a full house, but nevertheless a very enthusiastic dancing and listening 
audience. It would not be too arrogant to state that we won more than a few friends with what we had 
to offer on the night. We welcomed our stand in bass man for the night, Jed Piper, who was not only a 
funny fellow, but also a very fine musician, having come through with a bass solo on his very first ever 
song with the band, one that he had never heard before. Jed told us the story, which was also to serve 
as a warning; if you are stopped by the local constabulary and they say that you have been pulled over 
for drug testing, whatever you do don’t smile and ask what drugs they want you to test. The result may 
turn out to be a full body search and a total strip down of your vehicle, or visa versa. A sense of humour 
is obviously not a part of their job description! Happy to report that the trip home was incident free. 
 

The following Friday night it was up the track to the “Fountain on the Mountain”, Kempsey Heights 
Bowling Club, this time K2 re-joining us on the bass guitar. We were very happy to welcome some 

dancers from Port Rockers Dance Club, who didn’t mind travelling up the Pacific track just to check on 
the progress of, and to ensure that we finished the night with our re-re-revised arrangement of that 
218kph Rebel song. We also debuted our latest W.I.P song, the great Roy Orbison’s Pretty Woman, 
which has been on the learning agenda for quite a while. As everyone knows, Mr Orbison’s songs are 
indeed difficult to chart as they do not follow a regular pattern and have to be learnt from listening and 
continued practice. Very disappointed with the Butcher’s Chop Raffle as no one in the band entourage 
got a sniff of a prize; will have to now wait until we are back there again on Friday 19th December.  
 

Just a one serious paragraph about the gig, or to be more specific, travelling to the gig. It makes one 
wonder just what it is going to take for the powers that be to realise what a poorly thought out road 
rule they have introduced involving slowing down to 40kph when there are “emergency” vehicles with 
their flashing lights gotchering some motorist on the side of the road.  On the way to Kempsey there 
was almost a disaster when, whilst travelling at 110kph in a group of vehicles , around a bend we find  
just that very thing and everyone slammed on the brakes in order to avoid being pursued and 
presented with an infringement notice.  
 



 
Of course one of the vehicles happened to be a pantech and was unable to slow down from 110 to 
40kps within the short distance that presented itself. Luckily this time there was not an unwanted 
passenger on the back seat of the RocknRollsmobile and the Slingerlands were unharmed, but luck was 
all it was. In the city it may work but on the highways it is just a matter of time and when tragedy does 
strike it will be almost  farcical to follow the running for cover of the financial bureaucrat persons 
involved with initiating this silly and dangerous, but money making, road rule. It was recently 
witnessed and proven that it just be about another fund raiser for the State’s coffers, when an ambush 
was set up with four or five H.P. vehicles lined up in readiness for a pursuit while one vehicle was just 
sitting there with its flashing lights on. Final point; service vehicles such as NRMA roadside service only 
have orange lights, so there is no danger to them when we pass them on the roadside at the normal 
speed limit whilst they are actually helping a motorist. End of serious paragraph!  
 

However, all things have a positive side as due to hands still shaking some hours later, the tempo of 
Rebel was maintained at a velocity of speed previously unknown to man, 
 

Our November begins on Sunday 4th with our Sunday Arvo Rock n Roll at Kendall Services Club. Once 

again we will be welcoming Larry Belton on stage as our substitute bass man for the gig. We count off at 

4.00pm on the dot, with meals available from The Riverside Fusion Bistro from 5.30pm. Expect to see some 

new additions and arrangements to the Band’s song list. 
 

Two days later it is the first Tuesday in November which means its Melbourne Cup Luncheon day at 

Laurieton United Services Club. As stated before, we have not played such a function since Black 

Night(rocks) won the race in 1984. At that time we announced him as our selection, so we have a 100% 

record so far in tipping the winner. Just to hear our big tip should ensure the “sold out” sign, not to 

mention the “fashion Parade” and other fun and money earning activities that are planned for the day. The 

starting gates open for us at 11.00am in the morning and finish after the big race, (likely just after our tips).  
 

As our next gig is as close as  Friday night, 9th, at Club Harrington, it has been declared a non –

rehearsal week, much to the disappointment of all band members, all of whom in the past couple of 

months have been so enthusiastic about our practise sessions, that they have been arriving as early as 

9.00am eager to begin. We kick off at 6.30pm just before the raffles and just after Pick-a Box. 
 

A couple of weeks rest, so we can think about our Cup winnings, (or losings) and it is off to Port Panthers 

auditorium on Saturday 24th for the Port Panthers  Rock n Roll Dance Club Xmas Gig, our first for the year. 

We are particularly happy to be once again working with DJ Dale and Sandra, following that fun night we 

had with them at Wauchope back in May. We begin at 7.30 pm for a night when anything can be expected, 

but definitely still no vocals from the percussion section, only verbals! 
 

 Last month we announced that 2019 was going to be a relatively quiet one for the Band, which at the time was 

our honest intention. However mainly due to some very positive feedback we have been receiving from some 

wonderful people and a solid resurgence in the passion of  Band members, we are very happy to say that we 

have signed on with Port Panthers and Kempsey Heights Bowlo for a series of performances during the year. 

We are also in the process of seeking some regular dates at venues in the southern region which will help 

balance out the travelling time discrepancy for our much loved bass man. The necessary temporary 

replacement in the percussion section has already been arranged for when the time finally arrives. 
 

Highest accolades must go to the Mid North Coast Country Music Club, for consideration given to the farmers 
who are still finding it a little tough to make ends meet. Earlier in the month, in a small country hall and on a cold 
and very wet Saturday, they raised over $2000 for the cause by way of an open mike concert. Their plan now is to 
obtain about 20 or so gift cards to deliver personally to families considered to be in most need. Nice one Country! 
 

He sells caravans by day and presents rock n roll on the wireless at night. That’s Ross Cutrupi on station 
103.9 2WAY FM, “LATE NIGHT ROCK & ROLL” and “MUSIC (LICORICE) ALL SORTS. Tuesday evening 
commences at 8.00, Wednesday evenings alternating weekly between 8.00pm and 10.00pm. And he 
can now answer the telephone, but only when it rings. He also plays some NightRocks. 
 

Kindest regards    

 T1 for   
 

PS. Thank you to all those people who have friended us on the NightRocks Facebook page. We 
are now closing in on the 200 friends mark after only a little over two months and are on 
target to meet our goal of 253,684 followers by the turn of the century! 

Our Page is “nightrocks@mannlakes”. We would love you all to be our friend, if not already. 
 

 



 
 
 

 


