


This Conference is aimed at assisting small shop Catholic charities 
and dioceses. We invite Catholic fundraisers and lay workers, Church 
volunteers, bishops, charity directors, priests and religious.
The Conference program is pitched at an intermediate level but is also 
suitable for people who might be new to fundraising. 

Who should attend?

WELCOME
Some time ago I identifi ed a great need to help other Catholic fundraisers. While the Church has 
many associations and groups for a myriad of different ministries, a resource for Catholic fundrais-
ers around the world is lacking, although I do acknowledge the wonderful work of the NCDC in the 
USA.

To fi nd out just how many Catholic charities there are is not something readily available. My 
research came up with an amazing number-over 110,000 worldwide! Then I tracked down the 
number of dioceses, schools, parishes, orphanages, hospitals and aged care facilities, hospices, 
colleges and universities and that added another 300,000-plus entities. And they all do fundraising 
in some form. In fact the Catholic Church runs more charitable institutions than any other body, government or non-gov-
ernment, and they can’t run without money.

As a result I’ve designed this Pilgrimage/conference to help Catholic Fundraisers. Our line-up of speakers is so good; the 
best of the best so our presentations together with the discussion groups and networking throughout the week WILL reig-
nite your passion and help your organisation raise more funds for the Churches’ charitable works.

I look forward to welcoming you to Rome this November.

Yours in Christ

CHRIS HERRON
Conference Organiser and Co-Chair
P.S. There are only a limited number of spaces available so book now.

Topics to be Covered
o Our Mission as Fundraisers
o Making the Ask for Major Gifts
o How to Run a Capital Campaign
o State of Legacy Giving
o Legacy Bequest Workshop
o Nurturing Donors
o The Difference with Catholic Fundraising
o Psychology of Giving
o How to Catholic Fundraise in 10 Easy Steps
o Starting a Catholic Fundraising Campaign
o Case study: running a national Catholic Church appeal
o Giving to God - what the Bible tells us
o Donor Communications
o Social Media vs Direct Mail
o Ethical Catholic Fundraising
(Subject to program changes)
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   Sr. Georgette Lehmuth, OSF has been President/CEO of NCDC since 2001 and served as
   the administrator of the organization for one year prior to her permanent appointment. In
   2014, Sr. Georgette was named for the ninth consecutive year by The NonProfi t Times as on
   one of the “Power and Infl uence Top 50’’ in the nonprofi t sector.
   Previously, Sr. Georgette was elected to the Board of Directors of NCDC and served her
   religious community, the Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, as Development 

Director, Director of Communications, Director of Justice and Peace, Director of On-Going Formation and as a member of 
the leadership team. She has served on numerous boards and committees for organizations such as NCDC, the Leader-
ship Conference of Women Religious (LCWR), Habitat for Humanity, Campaign for Human Development, and the Archdi-
ocese of St. Louis. Sr. Georgette also has experience in education and administration and is a trained facilitator.
Sr. Georgette served as a member of the Independent Sector’s Public Policy Committee and represented NCDC on the 
Noncash Coalition. She is currently a member of the Board of the Alliance of Nonprofi t Mailers, the Affordable Mail Alli-
ance, and the Nonprofi t Coalition. She also remains actively involved in postal reform issues and has testifi ed before the 
Postal Regulatory Commission on behalf of the charitable sector. Sister also collaborates with other leadership groups 
within the Catholic community.
Sister Georgette is a noted speaker on the ministry of fundraising and has spoken at the conferences of: the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious (LCWR), the Conference of Major Superiors of Men (CMSM), 
the National Association for Treasurers of Religious Institutes (NATRI), the Association for Fund-
raising Professionals (AFP) and the Independent Sector. She has also presented at the Ascen-
sion HealthCare Council on Philanthropy, Catholic Charities USA Ministry Conference and at 
the Caritas gathering of charitable fundraisers in Lima, Peru, which represented 24 countries of 
Central and South America and the Caribbean.

Conference Fee
1. Conference, Pilgrimage and Accommodation package $A2,250 ($US1,665) Twin Share
2. Conference, Pilgrimage and Accommodation package $A2,499 ($US1,849) Single Room
3. Conference and Pilgrimage (no accommodation required) $A1,899 ($US1,405)
4. Deposit of $A500 will secure a place at the Conference with balance payable by 28 September 2017
5. An Early-Bird rate is available with $100 off packages 1, 2 and 3 only from 30 May 2017 to 31 July 2017.
Airfares are excluded

Note: Accommodation includes full breakfast daily in a serviced hotel room within walking distance of Domus 
Australia. All accommodation outside of Domus Australia pre-inspected by the Organiser.

Sr GEORGETTE LEHMUTH OSF
Keynote Speaker

2017 Speakers

Conference Mission
Our mission is to educate and inspire Catholic fundraisers and to 
Reignite Your Passion!
If we all aim to be better Catholic fundraisers then more funds will 
be raised for the myriad of good works undertaken by the Catholic 
Church as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
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MARY MACUGA CFRE 

PROFESSOR ADRIAN SARGEANT PhD 

BRICE SOKOLOWSKI 
Brice Sokolowski is the founder of CatholicFundraiser.net, a leading online resource tool aimed at 
Catholic charities.  Since leaving a successful career in technology consulting, Brice has dedi-
cated his life to his mission of building Catholic charities that change the culture and bring 
people to Our Blessed Lord. One of his fi rst major achievements was to work with a team that 
raise over $60 million for the Westminster Catholic Diocese in London, the largest for the Catholic 
Church in the UK. In his own words, Brice wants to combine “Catholic 
teaching, technology and personal experience to attract Catholics, in-
spire them, and raise funds.”
Brice has a master’s degree in Christianity from Heythrop and has 
recently published his new book,  Alms: Your Defi nitive Guide to the Ins 
and Outs of Catholic Fundraising.

  Professor Adrian Sargeant is the world’s foremost fundraising academic, holding a Chair in                                                                                                                                               
  Fundraising at Plymouth University and directing the Centre for Sustainable Philanthropy. He                                                                                                                                               
  was formerly the fi rst Hartsook Chair in Fundraising at the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy                                                                                                                                   
  at Indiana University. He also holds visiting appointments at Avila University and the  
  Australian  Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofi t Studies, Queensland University of 
  Technology. He has been named in the prestigious Nonprofi t Times Power and Infl uence List
  in the United States in 2010 and has received the UK’s Civil Society Award for his Outstanding
  Contribution to Fundraising.
  In 2011 he ran Growing Philanthropy summits in Washington DC and London drawing
  together leaders from the nonprofi t communities in both countries to discuss the role that the
  sector itself might play in growing philanthropy. He also helped facilitate a philanthropy summit for
  the Rockefeller Foundation and the Resource Alliance in Bellagio, Italy, the primary goal of which 

was to improve the fl ow of philanthropy in the development system.
Adrian has published over ten books and around 150 peer reviewed academic publications in the domain of individual 
giving, fundraising and nonprofi t marketing. He has designed new qualifi cation frameworks for fundraising professional 
bodies across the world.  He designed the new Certifi cate/Diploma in Fundraising courses that 
are now offered by the UK’s Institute of Fundraising. He is doing similar work with the US-based 
Association of Fundraising Professionals. 
Adrian is considered a world-class motivational speaker, and has spoken on topics including 
donor retention/loyalty, philanthropic psychology, bequest giving and digital fundraising. 

Mary Macuga is currently the Director of Resource Development for the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane, overseeing its fundraising and com-
munications. She is a Certifi ed Fundraising Executive and has expertise 
in multi-million dollar capital campaigns, endowments, fundraising devel-
opment and strategic planning.
Prior to moving to Australia in 2014 she has worked as a development 
professional and fundraising consultant in the United States for seven-
teen years. Mary is a Certifi ed Gift Planning Associate, holds a Bachelor 
of Science in Business Administration and a Masters Degree in Philan-
thropy and Development. She is a member of FIA and AFP.
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RICHARD RADCLIFFE FInstF 

CHRIS HERRON MFIA

MICHAEL FARRELL FAHP 
Michael Farrell is one of Canada’s leading experts on fundraising and philanthropy and is
 the founder of Philanthropy Coach and Counsel with more than 25 years’ solid experience be-
hind him.  He is only one of a very small handful of Canadian professionals who has achieved the 
status of Fellow of the Association of Healthcare Philanthropy.  
As President and CEO of the Hamilton Health Sciences Foundation he was instrumental in the 
success of ‘Cornerstone of Care’, a $100 million capital campaign.  Michael is also a found-
ing Dean of the Association of Healthcare Professionals, having been 
involved with Madison Institute’s Capital Campaign Track alongside the 
University of Wisconsin.  
Michael remains a highly sought fundraising and executive coach, and 
strategic planning facilitator.  

Richard Radcliffe has 38 years’ experience in fundraising.                                                                                                                                     
For almost 30 years he has specialised in legacies including being Executive Chairman of Smee & 
Ford (a company in the UK which reads EVERY Will after death – that is 1,000 a day for over 150 
years) where he started the UK’s fi rst dedicated legacy consultancy.
He sold Smee & Ford 10 years ago and has since run his own consultancy. He has met around 
28,000 supporters and service users for over 500 charities to gain their perceptions of the charities 
they support. Richard has researched Will making and legacy giving traditions in over 30 countries.  
He has helped develop strategies for many of the biggest charities in the UK/World as well as 
many very small ones!
Richard also trains fundraisers, trustees/board members and other volunteers. 

He has been Chair of the International Fundraising Congress and chaired 
the Institute of Fundraising (UK) Convention for four years. He has researched extensively on 
donor happiness and how older generations make decisions about fi nancial issues. Richard 
recently published a book called Why Legacies are Brilliant for Charities and How to Get Them.

  Chris Herron is the Director of Development and Fundraising for the Catholic Archdiocese of 
  Sydney. He has over 30 years’ experience in marketing including over 20 years in fundraising. In
  2010 Chris led the Sydney Archdiocese’ Canonisation of St Mary MacKillop national appeal.  He 
  has trained numerous Catholic organisations in Australia (and Fiji) on fundraising, bequests and 
  parish planned giving. Earlier in his fundraising career he developed his own fundraising project 
  called A Million Smiles to support the Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games raising $1.1m towards the 
  operating costs of the Games. 
  He is an honorary public relations advisor to the Bali Peace Park Committee which is raising 
  funds to build a memorial park in Kuta at the site of the infamous                      
  bombings.
  Chris is also responsible for developing the Sydney Archdiocese’ Rome
  Pilgrimages tour packages which aim to encourage Catholic and like-

minded pilgrims to explore Rome from a spiritual perspective.  Apart from organising this confer-
ence, Chris is also currently writing a book called Giving to God.
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Rev Monsignor Brian Rayner from 
Sydney will accompany the group 
throughout the Pilgrimage and Con-
ference and will offer an additional 
Mass some mornings. You are wel-
come to speak with him throughout the 
program. Mons Brian is a very expe-
rienced fundraiser himself and has 
raised millions of dollars for charitable 
works in the South Pacifi c, and lately, 
in Thailand. Additionally Mons Boyle is 
our resident priest at Domus Australia.

Chaplains

Mass

Your Conference Package includes 
accommodation and full breakfast for 5 
nights. Due to the limited rooms avail-
able at our venue, accommodation 
has also been arranged at surround-
ing comparable hotels, all within easy 
walking distance of Domus Australia. 
We will assign accommodation as 
bookings are received.

Conference Venue
The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s 
Rome hotel Domus Australia is the 
venue for our conference.
Offi cially a religious guest house 
and designed for pilgrims visiting the 
Eternal City, the venue features the 
Cardinal Knox Conference Centre and 
the St Peter Chanel Chapel. Formerly 
a Marist property, it has been restored 
and rebuilt into a beautiful venue. 

Mass is available daily at Domus Aus-
tralia or at one of the Rome basilicas.

Accommodation
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Pilgrimage & Conference Program
DAY DATE FROM TO DETAILS 

1 Arrival Day 
Tues 28 Nov 

16:00 17:00 Orientation Walking tour of local area to locate ATM’s, pharmacy 
(drug store), best cafes, best gelato, local supermarket etc. 

18:00 19:00 Welcome Mass with our Chaplain 
19:00 22:00 Welcome Cocktail Party & Dinner 
  Dinner Speaker 

2 Conference Day 
Wed 29 Nov 

08:00 09:00 Fundraising 101 - optional 
09:00 10:30 Morning Sessions 
10:30 11:00 Break 
11:00 13:00 Morning Sessions 
13:00 14:00 Lunch 
14:00 15:30 Afternoon Sessions 
15:30 16:00 Break 
16:00 17:00 Afternoon Session 
18:00 18:30 Mass 
19:30 21:30 Discussion Groups 

3 
 

Conference Day 
Thurs 30 Nov 

08:00 09:00  Fundraising 101 Part 2 - optional 
09:00 10:30 Morning Sessions 
10:30 11:00 Break 
11:00 13:00 Morning Sessions 
13:00 14:00 Lunch 
14:00 15:00 Final Session Panel 
15:00 18:00 Optional Walking Tour to Spanish Steps and Trevi Fountain 
18:00 18:30 Mass 
19:30 21:00  Drinks and Dinner 
  Dinner Speaker 

4 Pilgrimage Day 
Fri 1 Dec 

07:00 16:00 VIP Access to Vatican Museum for Breakfast; Early access to Vatican 
Museums and Sistine Chapel; St Peter’s Basilica tour; Lunch break 
near St Peter’s Square; Colosseum and St Paul’s Outside the Walls 
(Private Mass) 
Evening at Leisure 

5 Pilgrimage Day 
Sat 2 Dec 

09:00 16:00 Basilicas of Rome: Mary Major; St John in Lateran; Santa Croce in 
Jerusalem; The Holy Stairs; The Pantheon (lunch stop); Church of the 
Gesu 

18:00 18:30 Farewell  Mass 
19:00 22:00 Drinks and Dinnner 
  Dinner Speakers 

6 Last Day 
Sun 2 Dec 

09:00 10:00 Sunday Mass in Chapel Domus Australia 
10:15 12:30 Morning coaches to St Peter’s Square for Angelus with Pope 

Francis 
 

  Late afternoon or early evening flights 
Farewell - leave for your home ports  
Optional extra nights in Rome contact pilgrimage@sydneycatholic.org 
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Terms and Conditions
1. Conference refers to the Catholic Fundraisers 
Rome Pilgrimage & Conference. 2. All prices are 
in Australian dollars.  3. Exchange rates quoted 
are approximate at 30 May 2017. 4. Program 
changes are subject to change and are at the 
discretion of the Organiser depending on avail-
ability of speakers and unforseen circumstance.  
5. Accommodation assignment is at the discretion 
of the Organiser and dependent upon availabili-
ty of hotel rooms in Rome. 6. A $AU500 deposit 
will secure your place at the Conference subject 
to full payment of outstanding balance 60 days 
prior to the fi rst day, that is 28 September 2017. 
7. A refund is available of the deposit or full 
payment up to 28 September 2017 if cancelled 
for any reason less a $100 administration fee. 8. 
No refund is available within the 60 day period 
prior to the commencement of the Conference 
unless a replacement delegate is available to 
take your place. 9. There are a maximum of 120 
places available and a Wait List will be created for 
excess bookings. 10. The Organiser’s decision is 
fi nal. 11. The Organiser is the Catholic Archdio-
cese of Sydney.

AIRLINE BOOKINGS: You make your own 
arrangements for booking air tickets to and from 
Rome. The cost of tickets is not included in the 
Pilgrimage and Conference package.

Phone Sydney +61 2 9307 8447
Fax +61 2 9307 8450
Email: pilgrimage@sydneycatholic.org
REGISTER NOW AT
Website: www.romepilgrimages.com

Contact us:


