EAST ASIA
CLEAN AIR CITIES
Newsletter 04 | May 2019

EACAC UPDATES

8th Northeast Asia Forum on
Air Quality Improvement
4–5 September 2018

Over 300 air quality specialists and participants, including
officials of 25 East Asian local governments, gathered in Seoul
to share their latest solutions and knowledge on air quality
improvement.
Topics emphasized include: vehicle emissions reduction policies,
stationary emissions reduction policies, cooperation for clean
air, citizen participation, and the strengthening of monitoring to
better inform air pollution management.

NEW MEMBER

SUWON

With the approval of Mayor Yeom
Tae Young, Suwon, the capital and
largest city of Gyeonggi province,
joined EACAC in August, 2018,
aiming to seek cooperation
solutions and knowledge
exchange on air qyality
improvement, in
becoming the
“Eco-capital“
of Korea.

Boyoun Hwang, Assistant Mayor of Seoul highlighted the global
need for air quality collaboration and that “cities cannot sit and
wait until new technologies are developed”. The next annual
forum will take place in Seoul on 22–23 May 2019.

PYONGYANG

SEOUL
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| Population |

1,240,869 (2019)
| Land Area |

~121.0

km2
(46.7 sq mi)

| Targeted Pollutants |

SO2 • NOx • O3
PM10 • PM2.5
| Action Areas |
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Capacity Building
on International
Cooperation for Beijing
September 2018

Under EACAC , ICLEI East
Asia is supporting the Beijing
Municipal Bureau of Ecology and
Environment on capacity building
for international cooperation on air

Beijing hosted a side event on air quality
management at 2018 GCAS © ICLEI East Asia

quality improvement, and assisted
the bureau organizing the session
“20 Years of Fighting Air Pollution
in Beijing” at the China Pavilion of
the 2018 Global Climate ACtion
Summit (GCAS) in San Francisco,
together with UN Environment,
the California Environmental
Protection Agency, the Energy
Foundation, and the International
Council for Clean Transportation.

ICLEI East Asia is also preparing
a comprehensive case study on
Beijing’s air quality management,
together with a comparative
benchmarking case study between
Beijing and five international cities.

Through the session, Beijing
shared its successful experience
in tackling vehicle emissions,
improving the air quality
monitoring system, as well
as enforcing comprehensive
environmental standards.

19 October 2018

2018 Clear Air
International Forum

Co-organized by the Gyeonggi
Provincial Government and the
ICLEI Korea Office, the 2018
Clear Air International Forum
gathered representatives from
local governments, businesses and
experts from Northeast Asia to
exchange knowledge on air quality
improvement, with a focus on
Industrial Emission Reduction and
Transforming Mobility Systems.
On this occasion, EACAC was also
presented by ICLEI East Asia as an
example of cooperations between
local governments on air quality
improvement.

2018 Clean Air International Forum © ICLEI Korea

UN Environment:
Beijing Provides Model on
Air Quality Improvement
9 March 2019

Prior to the 4th Session of UN
Environmental Assembly held
in Nairobi, UN Environment and
the Beijing Municipal Ecological
Environment Bureau jointly
launched the report “A Review
of 20 Years’ Air Pollution Control
in Beijing“ to present the city’s
progress and experience in air
quality improvement between 1988
to 2017, and to provide a model for
other cities to follow.
Compiled by a UN Environment-led
team of itnernational and Chinese
experts, the report concluded

UN Environment report reviewed the air pollution control in Beijiing during the past two decades © ICLEI East Asia

that air pollutant levels in Beijing
have been lowered by 25-83%
(depending on pollutant) since 2013.
In particular, by the end of 2017,
fine particulate pollution (PM2.5)
had fallen bt 35% as a result of the
city’s measures to control coal-fired
boilers, provide cleaner domestic
fuels, and industrial restructuring.

This improvement in air
quality (in Beijing) didn’t
happen by accident.
It was the result of an
enormous investment
of time, resources and
political will.
Joyce Msuya, Acting Executive Director
UN Environment
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EACAC CITY SPOTLIGHT: KITAKYUSHU
A “Colored” Past

With the base of the first
government-managed steelworks
in Japan, Kitakyushu grew as a
heavy and chemical industrial city,
and was one of the four major
industrial zones contibuting to
the country’s rapid economic
booth in the 1960s. However, the
development has led to severe
pollution and dust deposition.
Plumes of smoke emanating from
the steelworks were referred to
as “seven-colored smoke” in song
lyrics as a symbol of prosperity.

Actions for Blue Skies

Considering chidren’s health and
well-being, women of Kitakyushu
first voiced out their concerns.
With the slogan “We want our
blue skies back”, a local women’s
association carried out factories
inspections and indepedent
studies on air pollution, with the
support of scholars and experts.
Pressured by the citizens, the
Kitakyushu administration took

Kitakyushu Next Generation Park © Kitakyshu

action to get a grasp of the
situation by first measuring the
levels of air quality, followed
by stringent on-site industry
inspections, and concluded pacts
on pollution prevention for each
industrial plant. In addition, the
Council on Air Pollution Prevention,
made up of representatives from
the academia, city councilors,
citizen groups and corporations,
was established to propose
policies and specific measures
on air quality improvement. As a
result, the city remarkably achieved
overcoming pollution in the late
1970s, and made a spectacular
return to clear and blue skies.

Kitakyushu Model

Kitakyushu’s leading initiatives
have been recognized worldwide.

Sky covered in colored smoke, 1960s
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In 2008, Kitakyushu was selected
an Eco-Model City by the national
government, and entitled the
first Green Growth City in Asia by
OECD in 2011. In 2018, Kitakyushu
was furthered evaluated as a
SDGs Future City by the national
government, and a SDGs Pilot
Model City by OECD.
Kitakyushu has been working to
introduce renewable energy such
as solar power and wind power
as a local energy base, promoting
waste reduction and resource
recycling with the participation of
residents, as well as contributing to
sustainable development in cities
around the world by sharing its
experiences and technologies.
For more information, please contact
kan-kokusai@city.kitakyushu.lg.jp

Founded in 1990, ICLEI – Local
Governments for Sustainability is the
leading global network of over 1750
cities, towns and regions committed
to building a sustainable future.
ICLEI East Asia is generously supported by
the Seoul Metropolitan Government.

