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News Views 7 

Ngaruroro saga- a lesson in what not to do 
IN the Ngaruroro \~;;alley In liawke's B~y, fo.t rm· 

ers <111-d horth;ulturdlisiS re•.:·ently discove red 
tlml their regiunal cmmdl (lldn' l lmnw how 

muc:h ground water was av.'lllable for .111 Lhe p~_r. 

mils they had Issued. 
The start of this Uas(;O cx:curred In the Jead·up 

to the rerltowal uf existing f*nuils. TI1e reglom•l 
t:mm <:il d isc;c.we.red that il.s "mod el"' fnr me.;;tsur­
lng and alloCittlng w~atcr couldn't - excuse the 
pun- hold wat~r. They discover~ that they 
over~ltocated the water r~ource. 
Th~ regionaJ cound l knew the- iwl, t1sh and 

Game and DoC weren't havvy wilh the regiona l 
council's J:>SCudo sdcncc but they lei all the 
cxlsrlng permit holders endure the gaumlct of a 
publicly notified r~ourc:e consent process any­
way. 

To the surprise Q( many conSi!nl holde.rs, afler 
l>ayl•lg 1he $900 t•ppllcatlon deposit, the rE-glofUAI 
~oundl then ~skcd consen1 holders to comrol.:r 
slon scienllflc rea>Or1s on the c rtccl of the b(,rcs 
on the river. 

Asking nelghbour'lng owners of bonos to pro­
vide sepo.r£ete s,dentlnc feports Involves .a repll· 
canon or etror t. Upvn receipt of those report s. 
ho"•cvcr. the r cglomd cou•lcll sclcnllsts 
.assessed them. they brought In an e.XJ>e.rt from 
Canterbury to peer review them and the he3rlng 
conunlssioners then nmde u decision on them. 
All thls work could h{lve been done by one per. 
son. 

The d~Jslons on all the pe.n nlt <.~.ppllcoatlons 
were exactly what C\'eryone expected. Almost 
all got the same nmounl of wmer us their pre\•i~ 
ous J,>ennit and meters are to be fitted so I he 
tegional council <:all properly monitor the 
resomce. 

Those applicants who did not SU()pJy the 
requested sdentifl(,;. reports received shnllar 
conserll t'Ondilions as those who did provide 
reporls. Effectively, being unco-nvemllve saved 
them $5000. 

Whill h;,~s UJ)St l mo s1 is that for their troubles 
the penult holders each received a bill o( v ver 
$5000 per bore rrom the regional t:ounc.:ll for pr<>­
t.:esslng their npplicotion In addlllonlo their 
$900 dei>OSII. 1"he cmmdl slmJJiy added up all 
theil' co$1$ ($355,871..88) Olnd sp11t it ~venly 
b~lween th~ 66 OOres- re-gardless of lhe amount 
vr water used. 

The regional t:ouncll has eHetlively tre~ted 
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A sel~tion ol•vents hap~ning around the 
country thi s week. 

S.plember 9 
NZ rntematlonal Film Festival op<>ns In NelSon, 
until September 24. www.nzlf.co.nz 

S.plember 9-1 o 
e~~~-::~:~; ~·~a~ ~:~;;nrrom NZ 
September 9: Greta Valley Hotel. 12pm. Kaikoura. 

i~: ~h~:u1~a~~;.!~~.":'2~. 1~iJ:~O::~m, 
Veterinary Centre, 6pm. www.nzvm.co.nz 

S.ptember 9-10 
FAR family employmcnl relatlonohips workshop, 
September 9. 1tam-3pm, Kingsgate Hotel. 
Palme,.ton Norlh. Stall retention workshop. 
September to. 9am-4pm, Angus tnn, Hasflngs_ 
Contat~ FAA olllce 03 325 6353. 

S.ptember 11 

~":n7~~~~~~2~~~hFW: ~~ti~!t."o~~ 
cllarge. B'YO tuneh. Pr<>ijramme: Biodynamic 

=~.~~~~ ~;r;g.~~J~J~~~~~~ t~?ng. 
07 5491220, email: Jeanle_627@msn.com 

~~~o1~,1C<lmlvat. CJ Wander around 120 trail and 
pr<>Woe stalls in the main 
street and take a shuttle bus 
10 Mi<ldlerun 10 pick your 
datlodlls !¢r a gold cOin 
donatioo. Shuttie bus leaves 
from the dock tower on tha 
halt hour from t0.30am. 
Adults $5, kids $2. Part ollhe 
mooth~ong Walrarapa Spflng 
Fesdvat. WrNW.wairarapanz.oom 

S.ptemt:>er 14-17 
Tectra leve12 and 3 wool handling course. 
Wanganul. Courses run subject to numbers. 
Contact: David Long on (06) 357 1321 or 027 490 
0749. WWW.Ieclra.COJlZ 

• Send "strngs to cathenne.healy@ruralpress.oom 

by Q,.ant M cLachlan 

every application like a bl.ank cheque to 
l:tke penult holders on :.t process where 
the blind was l~ding the blind. To make 
fiiitlters worse, I he reglont\1 <:ou•,ell has 
bUJnped hHO everything on the W {(y 

Including OoC. lwl • nd Hsh •nd Game. 
The regional council Is now defending 

I he perrn1ts Issued lhrougl• the 
Environment Court. Also, .ulmost all per-
11111 h(llders hove objected to their i~ddl,. 
tlona l charges. 

The regional council Is In an avoidable 
posiUon. They should have reissued the 

permits for a shor t period, set an 
<ldv~n'•ced worntng sySICJfl for ml ni nnun 
Wtlter Ochv ~nd lht311 rC<(ulre tha t_ m e1ers 
be lnst.,lled so lhey could m.-,nllor the 
~ourcc in order to t'Uak~ a better 
Informed decision In the future. 

1lte Ngarururo 5aga shvuld be a ltossvn 
if) who.• I not to du. Wh~•t cc·nu;ern .. -. II H) Is 
1ha1 a pntteru has hee11 set tlmt cnuld 
rlt>J>I~ throughout the country that gcn­
crotes unnccess:~ry costs. de.l(ly!i and .a 
poorer quality of ded$ivn ruaklng. 

In the aftermath, there ha5 been a 
rm•nd of (neel lf•gs where ;J Canterbvry· 
based Industry group called 111'1gt•tlon 
NZ. is sugge:sllng l'la.wke 's Bay bore users 
Join lhelr group to repres~nt :t .. unified'" 
voke agabtsl the r~~onal coundl. 

Sounds like a go«<ldea'l In a recent 
survey. I:Jwlrcmmcnt canterbury recent­
ly won the woodc.n spoon ror Ulc wors1 

WHO CAN BUILD 
JUST THE SHED 
YOU NEED? 

perrormlng <:ount:U In the tountry ·part~ 
ly uurlbuted to the complexity or the 
.. unified'" (Jmcesslng nr resource cun­
sen1s. 

E.rwlronrnent Mini ster Or Nick Smith 
called the111 .. hopeless"~~ processing 
consents on tlrne. Me~nwhlle, Irrigation 
NZ is 1'1u w headed by the former water­
Strnlegic MJvlsnr ;:11 H<.•wke"s llny 
Regioool Council, Andrew Curus, WI\O 
was inll>licated in Lll'l~ Ngaruroro mess. 

In other words, Ws a case or paying 
someone els~ { lrrlg.atiou NZ) to l)ay 
snmeune else (sde••t iSH>) tu du s<nnenue 
cJse's Job ( I he tcglo n<al council) I hat 
you·ve already p.ald ror through rate$. 

All i t 1.lkes ls one rate 1>t1y~r to remind 
the regional coundl to do its jvb. It's the 
luw • polltks has no thing lo du with it. 

• Grom Mcl..iJcltltul 1.~ u plaruriflg laUJ 
s~iallst 

• Free on-farm quote • Friendly. expert. local advice • No job too big. No job too small 
• Prompt service • Customisable to suit your needs • Tough steel structure takes the 
knocks • Unique construction gives more usable space • Made in 100% recyclable 
New Zealand steel made from locally sourced materials. 
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0800 TOTALSPAN TOTALSPAN.CO.NZ 
(0800 868 257) 

OTALSPA 
WHO CAN? TOTALS PAN I 


