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CERTIFICATE OF FINDINGS 

Section 94, Coroners Act 2006 

IN THE MATTER of Graham Peter Jules Watson 

The Secretary, Ministry of Justice, Wellington 

As the Coroner conducting the inquiry into the death of the deceased, after considering all the 
evidence admitted to date for its purposes, and in the light of the purposes stated in section 57 of the 
Coroners Act 2006, I make the following findings: 

Full Name of deceased: 

Late of: 

Occupation: 

Sex: 

Date of Birth : 

Place of Death: 

Date of Death: 

Cause(s) of Death 

(a) . Direct cause: 

(b) . Antecedent cause (if known) : 

(c). Underlying condition (if known): 

(d) . Other significant conditions 
contributing to death , but not related 
to disease or condition causing it (if 
known) : 

Circumstances of death: 

Please see attached 

Graham Peter Jules Watson 

No fixed abode 

Not Specified 

Male 

19 September 1964 

State Highway 1 
Between Razorback Road and Mill road 
Bombay Hills 
South Auckland 

7 August 2012 

Multiple blunt force trauma (sustained when the vehicle he 
was driving drove into the back of a truck) 

Signed at Auckland on 7th day of November 2014. 

Coroner Morag McDowell 

CS0007 



IN THE CORONER'S CHAMBERS 
AT AUCKLAND 

IN THE MATTER of the Coroners Act 2006 

AND 

IN THE MATTER of an Inquiry into the 
death of Graham Peter Jules Watson 

FINDINGS OF CORONER M A MCDOWELL 



Introduction 

[1] Shortly after 8pm on 7 August 2012 Mr Graham Watson was the driver and sole occupant of 

a Toyota Corolla which crashed into the back of a truck while driving up the Bombay Hills on State 

Highway 1. Mr Watson suffered significant injuries and died at the scene. His death was reported to 

the Coroner. 

Cause of death 

[2] On 8 August 2012 a full post mortem examination was undertaken which ascertained that Mr 

Watson had died from multiple blunt trauma incurred in the motor vehicle collision. Specifically Mr 

Watson had suffered a torn aorta (the main blood vessel from the heart) and had also torn pulmonary 

veins causing bilateral haemothoraces (blood in the chest cavity). He suffered various other 

contusions to his organs, and limb fractures. 

[3] As part of the examination Mr Watson's blood was analysed for the presence of drugs and 

alcohol. This analysis revealed methamphetamine, a stimulant drug which is abused for its ability to 

induce euphoria, at a level of 0.3 milligrams per litre. The toxicologist commented in her report that it 

may be dangerous to drive after using psycho-stimulants due to over-confidence in driving ability, 

taking unnecessary risks, aggressive and dangerous driving, impaired ability to react appropriately, 

and that the driver can suddenly fall asleep as the stimulant effects wear off. There were no other 

toxicological findings of significance to this Inquiry. 

Background and Circumstances of Death 

[4] At the time of his death Mr Watson was 47 years old and self-employed as an employment 

adversary. He usually resided in Greenlane, Auckland. 

[5] On the day of the crash Mr Watson was visiting friends in Te Kauwhata. He left that address 

at about 7.30pm driving a white Toyota Corolla which he had borrowed from his friend Michelle Lynch. 

He was expected to return to Te Kauwhata the following evening. 

[6] Mr Watson headed to Auckland, travelling North on State Highway 1. Mr Pengtao Hong, who 

had been following Mr Watson's car for some kilometres, described Mr Watson's driving as good up 

until the Bombay Hills when, just prior to the crash, Mr Watson's car veered left and then right on two 

occasions. Mr Hong could also see that ahead of them there was a large truck stopped in the lane 

with its hazard lights on. 

[7] The truck that was stopped was a Hino Ranger Truck driven by Yong Bog Kim. Mr Kim and 

two work colleagues had travelled from Auckland to Tauranga that day to drop off some furniture. 

They were on their return journey back to Auckland when, just before 8pm, their truck had begun 

experiencing mechanical difficulties on the ascent of the Bombay Hills. Mr Kim described his clutch 
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failing suddenly which caused the truck to slow down and stop in the middle lane of the motorway.
1 

He did not have the opportunity to pull his vehicle to the side of the motorway and so he put the 

hazard lights on and telephoned for assistance. A few minutes later Mr Watson drove into the back of 

the stationary truck. 

[8] Mr Hong, who was still travelling behind Mr Watson at the time of the collision, noticed that Mr 

Watson's car did not appear to brake at all. Mr Hong was forced to swerve to the left, and pulled over 

to the side of the road. 

[9] Mr Kim, his colleagues, and Mr Hong immediately went to the assistance of Mr Watson. 

However, he appeared deceased at the time. Emergency Services were called to the scene. 

[1 O] The collision was the subject of a full police inquiry conducted by Constable Dean Trott of the 

Counties Manukau Serious Crash Unit. Constable Trott has provided a copy of his investigation 

report as well as witness statements and other evidence to my Inquiry. 

[11] The crash occurred on State Highway 1, Bombay approximately 1 kilometre north of the main 

interchange with State Highway 2. It occurred on the northbound side of the motorway. In the vicinity 

of the crash the motorway is comprised of four northbound lanes which includes a lane that merges 

from Razorback Road. The crash occurred in lane 3 (from the left hand side of the motorway). The 

road was of tar seal construction which was in good condition. It was night time and lightly raining 

making the road surface wet. Road lighting allowed good visibility. 

[12] The Toyota driven by Mr Watson was subject to a full vehicle inspection by a qualified vehicle 

inspector. It was noted that the driver's seat belt showed no signs of stretching or loading indicating 

that it was not being worn at the time of the crash. The front light bulbs showed melted filaments from 

which it can be taken that Mr Watson's headlights were on. There was also no hands-free mobile kit 

in the car. The speedometer needle had broken off leaving an impact strike (a mark on the 

speedometer dial). Such mark is indicative of the speed of the vehicle at the time of impact -

although is not necessarily conclusive. It was showing that the Toyota's speed at the point of impact 

was between 88 - 95 kilometres per hour which is consistent with witness reports. Overall the 

inspector opined that there were no mechanical defects that were a contributing factor to the crash. 

[13] The police also searched Mr Watson's cellphone data with reference to a time and distance 

study which was carried out to determine how long it would have taken Mr Watson to drive the 27.6 

kilometres from Te Kauwhata to the crash site. During that period of time Mr Watson had a total of 6 

text messages (2 sent, 4 received) and one 18-minute phone call which was lodged with the 2-

degrees network (Mr Watson's cellphone provider). The call started at 19.50.50 hours (nearly 

1 
There is evidence that the truck's clutch plate failed completely severing all driving power from the engine to the rear driving 

wheels. The failure was considered to have been spontaneous, and in the opinion of the vehicle inspector there would have 
been little warning for the driver. 
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7.51pm) and would have ended at 20.08.50 hours (nearly 8.09pm). The crash was reported to the 

police by a witness to the crash at 8.07pm. It was therefore concluded by Constable Trott that Mr 

Watson was on his cellphone at the time of the crash. 

[14] In conclusion Constable Trott determined that environmental factors did not contribute to the 

crash. He considered that the mechanical failure of the Hine Truck (causing it to stop suddenly and 

unexpectedly in the middle of the motorway), and Mr Watson's cellphone use (thereby distracting his 

attention) were the main contributory factors to the crash. The use of methamphetamine was possibly 

a contributing factor. Additionally, Mr Watson not wearing his seatbelt may have contributed to the 

severity of his injuries. 

[15] I accept Constable Trott's report and the conclusions he reached in relation to the evidence. 

[16] Specifically I am satisfied on the evidence that at the time of the crash Mr Watson was under 

the influence of methamphetamine, and that he was talking on his cellphone which was not hands

free. It is self-evident that he was sufficiently distracted to have failed to notice the Hine truck stopped 

in front of him - noting that there is no evidence of him braking to avoid the collision. It is not possible 

for me to reach a finding that Mr Watson would have survived had he been restrained - although it is 

arguable that his injuries might not have been so severe. 

Finding 

[17] In conclusion I find that Graham Peter Jules Watson died on 7 August 2014 on State Highway 

1 between Razorback Road and Mill Road, Bombay Hills, South Auckland as a result of multiple blunt 

force trauma which was sustained when the vehicle which Mr Watson was driving, drove into the back 

of a truck. 

Recommendations/Comments 

[18] The message not to take drugs and drive because of the potentially fatal consequences is 

well known, and largely self-evident. Additionally, it is unlawful (as it was at the time of Mr Watson's 

death) to use a handheld cellphone while driving. The handheld use of a cell phone is regarded as a 

distraction to driving compromising the concentration and attention of the driver, along with the 

dexterity of hand movement. Again, this is a message which I consider to be well known. Having 

considered these issues I do not consider that this is case where recommendations or further 

comments are called for. 

Prohibition on Publication 

[19] Pursuant to s 7 4 of the Coroners Act 2006 I prohibit from making public any of the 

photographs of Mr Watson entered into evidence upon the grounds of personal privacy and decency. 

In my view such interests outweigh the public interest, if any, in such information. 
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[20] Lastly I take this opportunity to extend to Mr Watson's family and friends my sincerest 

condolences for their loss. 

Dated : 7 November 2014 

MA McDowell 
Coroner 
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