
Fact sheet

Integration and Interoperability  
with Milan networking.

Created by the IEEE (Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers) Ethernet workgroup 
802.1, AVB is a set of standards which 
defines the necessary mechanisms to ensure 
deterministic and synchronous behavior 
on Ethernet networks. This way, it can be 
guaranteed that time-sensitive traffic, such 
as real-time audio, can be sent over Ethernet 
networks with bounded latency and without 
interfering traffic affecting its delivery. 

What is Milan networking? 

Milan stands for Media Integrated Local Area 
Networking and is a high-level interoperability 
solution based on AVB technology. A group 
of technical experts from highly relevant pro-
audio manufacturers (d&b, AVID, L-Acoustics, 
Meyer Sound, Biamp, among others) have 
defined the specifications for achieving 
seamless interoperation between any product 
implementing Milan networking.

In Milan networks manufacturer‘s integrated systems safely and reliable coexist with other devices and control without 
interferences. Complex VLAN configuration is not required in AVB switches for safe operation.
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Advantages

As it is based on AVB, Milan inherits all 
benefits of this technology. The main 
advantages are deterministic behavior (zero 
network congestion), improved reliability, 
optimum synchronization and hassle-free 
network setup, as no special settings need to 
be set within the switches to ensure delivery 
(e.g. QoS settings). 

This last point will be of special value in 
converged networks, i.e. in networks that are 
shared between several subsystems such as 
Audio, IT/Data and Video. With AVB and 
Milan, there is no further need for isolating 
networks in order to guarantee congestion-
free operation. Realtime, uncompressed video 
can also be sent over AVB networks without 
affecting other critical data present on the 
network. At the same time, this means that the 
deployment and maintenance costs are greatly 
reduced.

Milan is an open solution, meaning that it 
can be freely adopted by any manufacturer. 
As it is based on technology defined in open 
IEEE industry standards which are not owned 
by a single company, investment security for 
manufacturers and end customers is expected 
to be much higher than with proprietary 
solutions.

Another advantage of Milan networking being 
an open solution is that it provides room for 
better integration within each manufacturer’s 
products and subsystems. This renders the 
networking part of a system “transparent” to 

the user, so that they can focus on delivering 
the best audio experiences to the audience.

Further features and benefits of Milan networks 
are flexible media clocking and seamless 
redundancy. Two parallel networks can be 
deployed for protection against failure of 
network components like cables and switches. 
Advanced media clocking schemes can be 
defined by the user, so that several subsystems 
can be clocked independently at either the 
same or different sampling rates, while still 
sharing the same network infrastructure.

In a nutshell:
 � High performance, deterministic behavior
 � Hassle free operation of converged 

networks
 � Coexistence of control data and media 

streams on one network port
 � Video-ready
 � Open solution
 � Improved integration
 � Seamless redundancy
 � Flexible media clocking 

d&b supports Milan 
networking 

d&b is committed to support open standards. 
An example of this are the control protocols 
integrated in d&b products, such as AES70/
OCA and OSC. 

Products integrating Milan networking will be 
gradually introduced from 2019 onwards, 
while d&b will still keep support for other 

relevant audio networking standards, such as 
Dante, in current and future products.

What does it mean for me as 
a customer? 

Being based on AVB technology, Milan 
networks require an AVB-capable network 
infrastructure (i.e. AVB-capable switches). 
AVB switches are available from a number 
of manufacturers (Luminex, Cisco, Extreme 
networks …), and it is expected that they 
will become even more common within the 
upcoming months. 

As stated above, d&b will support all relevant 
standards in the markets it serves. Ultimately, 
d&b users will be able to choose between a 
range of products and protocols for optimum fit 
within their systems and applications.
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