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The Red Siskin InitiativeHave you seen a Red 
Siskin?

The Red Siskin RS (Spinus cucullatus) is a Neotropical bird 

from northern South America, threatened by over-exploitation 

for the illegal pet trade and habitat loss. It is classified as 

Critically Endangered in Venezuela. The most recent 

estimate, suggests the population continues to decline and 

that it may number less than a 500 birds. 

RSI is an international partnership working to restore Red 
Siskin populations across its natural historic range. 

The core strategies proposed by the Initiative will allow the 
Red Siskin to become a symbol of Venezuela’s commitment

to the preservation of its natural heritage. In turn, we hope 
this will inspire more conservation actions.
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RSI STRATEGY

Ex situ breeding and 
reintroduction

The future of the Red Siskin 

depends on successful 

reintroductions in key habitats. 

It is a good candidate for a 

reintroduction program 

since it has been bred by private 

aviculturists with relatively 

good results. 

RSI strategy
• Understand the RS.

• Connect with people through 
education.

• Halt unsustainable harvesting.

• Guarantee safe habitats.

• Raise more RS for reintroductions 
into wild habitat.
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REINTRODUCTION GOALS

Reintroduction goals

- The lack of basic biological information about the 
species such as: home-range or resources use is an 
important constraint; and even with the current 
technology, an eventual monitoring of the 
individuals could show great difficulties. 

- Another limitation is the insufficient expertise in 
reintroduction of small passerines in the RSI team, 
and in the country in general. 

- The severe humanitarian crisis that VE is going 
through can be translated into a limitation that 
prevents the execution of conservation actions by 
technicians and scientists
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Restrictions
- Goal 1:  Establish a captive population as an assurance colony to prevent 

extinction.

- Goal2:  Ensure a successful captive propagation, sufficient to provide 
cohorts for reintroduction. 

- Goal 3: Test soft release methods to ensure high levels of post-release 
survivability. 

- Goal 4: Restore a self-sustaining wild population of red siskins that 
includes 40-60 individuals. 

- Goal 5: Develop and apply a well-structured education program with local 
people to prevent bird poaching.

- Goal 6: Become a donor site, once the population goal is achieved. 



REINTRODUCTION GOALS

Reintroduction goals
The future of the Red Siskin depends on successful reintroductions in 

key habitats. It is a good candidate for a reintroduction program since 

it has been bred by private aviculturists with relatively good results. 

1) Diversify & stenghten partnership 

with zoos and private breeders.

2) Build the RS Conservation 

Center in Venezuela

5) Guarantee safe  habitats in hand 

with shade-coffee farmers

- National Zoological Park of 
Smithsonian Conservation Biology 
Institute (SCBI) 1 colony 12 ind.

- Zoo Miami, 1 colony, 5 ind. 
Capacity for 20-30 ind.

- In partnership with  Leslie Pantin Zoo

(Turmero VE)

- Total area 200 m². Capacity for 7-28 pair of 

birds.

- Facilities include: Quarantine, reproduction 

and an aviary.

- 200 ha of shade coffee & forest 

mosaic.

- Altitudinal gradient:500 – 2000 m.

- Thre protected areas.
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We are close to compleating our captive 

breeding facility in VE.
We are looking for institutional partners with 

interest or experience in bird reintroduction. 
These partners can help us develop protocols for 

the captive propagation of RS for release into 
historical hábitat.

What’s next We did this with a 
lot of help!

Find out more at:
www.redsiskin.org / www.cardenalito.org.ve 

Email: marvelo@provitaonline.org

Jhonathan Miranda
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