
A gift to the Church

Training and 
gifting skil led 

people into the 
mission field  

takes the prayer  
of Luke 10:2 
seriously ...

FRONTIER is a gift to the wider church from St Luke’s 
Lutheran church, Albury, NSW.  Growing out of a need to 
train people specifically for church planting, FRONTIER 
was established by St Luke’s to equip people for church 
planting and missional ministry within the local church.  

At the heart of this is the opportunity 
for participants from across the church 
to take twelve months, grow and learn 
in a unique missional setting, and 
return to assist transformation and 
missional practice in their local church 
community.

FRONTIER 2018 has six keen and 
enthusiastic participants aged from 
early 20’s to mid 50’s from various 
parts of the wider church.  All 
have come not just to learn, but to 
experience what it is like being part of 

a church planting church.  It is this experience of being 
part of something missionally exciting that has shown the 
greatest learning for these six participants.

Over the past six months, FRONTIER participants have 
visited several congregations, attended two mission 
conferences, and engaged in local mission activity.  They 
have networked with church planters around Australia 
and have begun to discover what it is like to bring 
the Gospel to the unchurched.  The joy of discipling 
unchurched people has seen them work towards  
the gift of baptism and life as a child of God  
in His church.

The coming six months are just as packed with wonderful 
opportunities.  They will learn and develop their own 
uniquely gifted ministry, engage in congregation analysis, 
and continue to grow as missional leaders for the local 
church.  They will continue to journey with unchurch 
people and learn through them how to speak the Gospel 
into their lives.

This gift to the local church lies at the heart of FRONTIER 
and is St Luke’s deepest desire for the wider church.  
Training and gifting skilled people into the mission field 
takes the prayer of Luke 10:2 seriously and begins to put 
people into the harvest field.  We’d love the opportunity 
to be a blessing to more congregations as they send us 
people we can gift back to them as skilled and trained 
church planters or mission practitioners.

Please check out our website www.frontiertraining.org, or 
contact us through email admin@frontiertraining.org.au 
or phone 02 6021 3594, for more information.

Rev Dr David Grulke
LEAD PASTOR – ST LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

email | admin@frontiertraining.org  phone | 02 6021 3594
www.frontiertraining.org
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Overview of the Past Six Months
Frontier has proven to be a life-changing experience… and we are only  
6 months in! Since being installed into our roles as Church Planting Students 
in January, we have been non-stop learning, studying and travelling as we 
have grown as individuals and a team. Through this newsletter, you will 
receive a taste of the Frontier experience, written by the inaugural cohort.  
As you will see, Frontier offers it participants a broad experience, packed with 
mission-based opportunities as we strive to develop mission practitioners who 
are capable of planting churches. 

Our rich experiences have ranged from interstate conferences, to running a 
missional community, to completing a semester of formal theological training. 
In this 6 months, we have all been pushed to our limits and God has used 
these experiences to shape us into the missional leaders he has called us  
to be. All 6 of us have achieved much more than we thought they were 
capable of, as they have been strengthened by Jesus and guided by  
the Holy Spirit. I hope you are encouraged by the reflections given  
by each member below and see how God has been at work in  
the exciting ministry of Frontier. 

Lachie McLean

A Trip to Parkes 
Parkes is a rural town in New South Whales that has 
seen the devastating effects suicide can have on a 
community. In an attempt to bring awareness to the 
community of Parkes, Dr Mark Worthing and Pastor David 
Grulke were invited to speak about their experience with 
suicide. Malcolm Hall, Janet and I tagged along, on the 
trip, to understand suicide prevention and the need for 
awareness in rural communities. Upon arrival we were 
met with a warm welcome from Marian and Ian Unger 
and others within the community of parks who cared for 
us extremely lovingly. They offered us food, community 
and a bed to sleep in for our entire stay. After digging into 
an amazing meal, we had a great night’s sleep to prepare 
for the emotional days to come. 

The Frontier team attending accompanied Mark and 
David at a business breakfast for business men and 
women of Parkes, the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Schools within Parkes and Bogan Gate Hall to give their 
interactive speeches to the communities. Each time Mark 
and David spoke the community reacted emotionally. The 
need for suicide prevention in parks was clearly an issue 
that runs deep within the community. It was an honour to 
hear Marks testimony of how suicide has affected his life 
and family with the death of his son by suicide. To hear 
the overwhelming response to the help and guidance 
Mark offered was truly an honour. David’s experience 
with suicide prevention in the army clearly showed in 
his speaking and the community responded in a raw 
but positive light. Suicide is an issue that shouldn’t be 
kept quiet and this trip through Frontier was extremely 
valuable to Janet and I having come into contact with 
suicide in our lives.

Laura Honnef

‘‘WHAT’S IT LIKE BEING IN FRONTIER?”
That’s a question often asked… and “how’s it going?” People want to know 
more, the standard answers like, ‘it’s great or going really well’ don’t stop 
the curious questions that seem to follow! It’s been an experience that has 
taken me on a journey of discovering what the word frontier means: boundary, 
edge, limit, the end of known territory. The feeling of I’m at my limit, writing 
assignments, reading books, endless note taking, lack of sleep, you get 
the picture! God is at this point even though I can’t see beyond it. We are a 
pioneer class going where no one else has gone before, yet God is already 
there, waiting. 

We’ve travelled interstate, talked with and listened to many congregation 
members, just like ourselves. Some of these people knew what it was like to 
experience their limit. Talking to others who have found peace in Jesus,  
I feel most at home. On my own I don’t have the skills, ability or permission to 
make this a reality for someone else. As a student in Frontier studying church 
planting, Biblical history, foundations and leadership, for me it’s all the above, 
plus more. Sharing Jesus with others, being loved and accepted within a 
Christian family and community, experiencing what it’s like ‘being at home’. 

Janet Mieglich 
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Delicious Meals and Community Feels
From two people to twenty, our Wednesday night family continues to grow 
every week! From the moment Frontier set out, we knew we needed to set 
up a space designed for intentional and genuine relationship to flourish. We 
were extremely blessed to see such success in such a short time and we’re 
thankful that by simply putting on dinner for our friends, both new and old, we 
were able to create some of the best memories of the year. 

From birthdays to baby photos, there’s always something special going on for 
our Wednesday night missional community. We have some talented creative 
thinkers in our group organising that little bit extra every week which may be 
sketching tables, card games, trivia and whatever else we can come up with. 
With Christmas in July coming up as well as several birthdays, we can’t wait 
to see what kind of genuine moments we can share with the Wednesday night 
family in the future. It’s these little things which send the message to those 
who come that we do care and we value their presence, not to mention the 
fantastic food we are able to eat every week. But most importantly, it’s the 
relationships we’re creating with people which matter most. 

We’ve also seen some of the core group step up into leadership and really 
shine in that capacity. When the Frontier group has been away at conferences 
and holidays, that hasn’t meant that Wednesday night had to stop. Some of 
our legends stepped up to run the night and did a killer job. It’s so humbling 
to watch what a big impact such a small commitment can have on the people 
we love. We’re looking forward to continuing and creating more missional 
communities, empowering those leaders to step into and own their own 
community. It is our hope that by the end of the year we will have multiplied, 
and we will be able to recount far more stories of joy and genuine friendship 
as time goes on! 

Jeremy Lie

Visiting Port Macquarie 
Arriving at Port Macquarie felt like coming home! Lachie’s grandparents 
greeted us at the Manse of St Peter’s Lutheran church and got the team 
settled in. After having a long day of travel we were spoiled to a lovely lunch 
and rested. We were invited to dinner at Lachie’s grandparents house where 
members of the congregation gathered to discuss Frontier and mission. 
The conversation had with the members was simply amazing. The church 
is without a pastor currently and the congregation’s drive to continue was 
humbling to experience. We then attended the St Peter’s Sunday service 
followed by a community lunch, before hitting the road. St Peter’s is a great 
example of how God’s love within a community exceeds the expected.  
Talking about mission and Frontier’s vision for the future really allowed us to 
see that this mission God has placed us on extends so much farther than just 
us six participants! Laura Honnef

New Horizons Conference 
and Epping

After the long drive from Dubbo to Brisbane, we arrived 
at Our Saviour Lutheran Church to attend their evening 
service. It was so exciting to share our journey with so 
many young people, as well as hear a message delivered 
in a unique way. Jeremy’s family were so kind in letting 
us stay in their home whilst we were in Brisbane. Monday 
to Wednesday involved travelling to Ormiston for the New 
Horizons retreat run by the Lutheran Church of Australia, 
and we learned a great deal about mission and the future 
of the Lutheran church. We had a chance to connect and 
network with dozens of pastors and lay workers who are 
also passionate about mission. We also interviewed many 
pastors about their leadership style and their drive for 
mission, and got an idea of what people are doing around 
Australia in regards to church planting. Overall, New 
Horizons retreat was an incredible experience to worship, 
learn and connect with other motivated Lutherans, who 
have a heart for God’s mission. 

On our way back from Brisbane, Alex and Annie Duarte 
from Lifeway Lutheran Church were kind enough to 
open their home in Epping for us to stay the night 
before our last stint back home. We had some awesome 
conversations about Frontier and the future of the 
church, as well as visiting Hillsong Church to experience 
a different kind of worship.

Kaitlyn Stock

Frontier’s Visit to Dubbo 
The Frontier team left Albury to head up to Brisbane for the New Horizons 
conference, stopping in at the congregation of St Mark’s Lutheran church 
to stay the night. We met with members of the congregation to discuss with 
them what Frontier is and how they go about doing mission. The congregation 
was extremely interested in what we are doing at Frontier. The missional work 
they are involved in within their community is fantastic having had to function 
without a pastor for a time. After discussing Frontier and their congregation, 
the community put on a barbecue for the team and we shared a meal over 
conversation. It was great to see other Lutheran congregations thriving in 
difficult times whilst looking to mission to spread the gospel within their 
community.friendship as time goes on! 

Laura Honnef
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FRONTIER is a ministry of ST LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, which is a congregation 
within the LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA and in partnership with the NEW AND 

RENEWING CHURCHES DEPARTMENT and the LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA 
NEW SOUTH WALES DISTRICT, and MELBOURNE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY  

(an affiliated College of the Australian College of Theology)

LUTHERAN
CHURCH
OF AUSTRALIA

SA Synod 

Formal Study 

Multiply 18 Conference

Anticipation for the 
Next Six Months 

It is always a privilege to represent Frontier and share this amazing ministry with the wider 
church. One of the opportunities that I had the chance to do so was through the South 
Australian / Norther Territory District Synod in May. For 3 days, Janet and I promoted Frontier 
at the stunning Tatachilla Lutheran College while the convention was running. We both 
engaged in great conversations about mission and church planting with some of the leaders in 
the district. 

One aspect of Frontier that has been most impacting to me in my journey has been the ability 
to network with a wide range of people throughout the year. While this was a promotional 
trip that attracted great interest towards Frontier, I found it extremely valuable to mingle with 
missional pastors and discuss the future of our church with them. I look forward to more 
promotional opportunities, such as this one and hope that we are able to share the blessing of 
Frontier with the Lutheran Church of Australia. 

Between lectures, intensives and assignments, the Frontier team have no doubt been 
stretched in their learning this semester. Anxious and eager to embark on the journey of 
Frontier, we really had no idea what our week to week was going to look like. Once routine 
settled in though, we found ourselves in the classroom anywhere between 2 and 5 days a 
week. We have so much to be grateful to Dave for as his seemingly endless wisdom managed 
to infiltrate our minds and leak onto paper for results which all of us can be proud of. We 
have enjoyed being inspired to grow in our understanding of daily mission, evangelism and 
leadership and are looking forward to more opportunities next semester! 

Our education didn’t only make its way onto paper but into our personal relationships too. As 
we discovered more about who we are as God’s people, our relationships with others are being 
tugged, teased and nurtured into ones of maturity and intimacy. Every piece of knowledge 
has been so practical for our faith and God only knows in what ways we will continue to grow 
throughout the rest of the year to come.

During May this year, the Frontier team travelled to Melbourne to attend Geneva Push’s 
Multiply 18 Conference. This exciting experience provided us with the opportunity to network 
with current church planters from across Australia who connect and learn from each other 
through Geneva Push. 

As a church planting network, Geneva Push aims to see hundreds of new churches started 
across Australia and uses mentors, assessments and conferences to achieve this. Throughout 
their conferences, Geneva Push brings together current church planters to share successes 
and failures to learn from past experiences. Conference in 2018 focused on evangelism and 
how God’s mission calls believers to partake in relationally evangelising new churches into 
existence. Hearing from hilarious and engaging Christian speakers like Sam Chan was certainly 
a highlight of the conference we won’t forget anytime soon. 

As a group, Frontier met many amazing leaders of faith and heard some of the realities of 
church planting on the ground. While there were stories of hardship and even church planting 
failures, it was truly an inspirational experience to see believers willing to give up everything 
for God’s kingdom. It was incredible to see our team come away from Multiply 18 motivated 
for mission and excited for God’s work in Albury. 

As you can see, Frontier has already 
impacted the lives of 6 enthusiastic future 
church planters. We have certainly been 
pushed and challenged, but God has used 
this to teach us valuable lessons about both 
ourselves as people, but also ministry. I am 
looking forward to the next 6 months with 
great anticipation, especially as semester 
2 places a higher emphasis on practical 
education. 

Over the next 6 months, we will receive 
world-class teaching from Rev Dr David 
Grulke, Rev Dr Mark Worthing, Rev Dr Steen 
Olsen and Dean Eaton as we delve deeper 
into how we can plant churches in modern 
day Australia. We look forward to playing a 
part in St Luke’s church planting ventures as 
we continue to grow our thriving missional 
communities. Most of all, I am excited to 
continue working alongside the Frontier 
crew as we learn how to best function as 
a team. It is an absolute blessing to work 
alongside such a passionate team that loves 
Jesus and displays amazing love for his 
church. The next 6 months are going to be 
phenomenal and I encourage you to get in 
touch with Frontier if this sounds interesting 
to you or someone you know!

Jeremy Lie

Molly Harris

Lachie McLean

Lachie McLean

THE MULTIPLY 18 CONFERENCE

LACHIE WITH ROBIN MANN AT SA SYNOD


