
An Anglo Venture in 
Chile 

And how the Society and I have made a difference

 Chile.  One  of  the  most  versatile  strips  of  land  on  planet  Earth.  Abundant  in 

scorching  hot  desert  plains,  breathtaking  mountains  accompanied  by  snow  and  cacti,  a 
humongous coastline boasting wild winds and palm trees, and down below glaciers thwart 
with penguins, thistles and running ice blue waters. However, there's one very important 
element, one would argue THE element, of Chile that spans the entire length of the country, 
an element even the likes of 'Eye Traveller' and 'Lonely Planet' often fail to mention. The 
people. 

Simply put, despite the gorgeous landscapes Chile has on offer, none of these incredible 
places dotted throughout the country would be worth the visit without the required dash of 
a chilean sense of humour, wit and amiability. None of this I knew, but am delighted I had 
the opportunity to discover. 

Based in my voluntary project at San Damian de Molokai, a nursery - sixth form school 
in the Cerro Navia district of Chile's capital Santiago, I have been given the opportunity to 
really immerse myself, dive in nose first so to speak into the deep waters that form Chile's 
colours and warmth; all starting from the very youngest of sparks at the shining age of 4.  
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Working  at  San  Damian,  my  partner,  Lauren’s  and  my  official  title  is  "English 
Assistant"; I work side by side with the qualified English teachers in the classroom and assist 
the students if  there's  something in particular they struggle with,  such as pronunciation, 
vocabulary or grammar concepts. We’ve also assisted several oral assessments, for 4, 5, 7 and 
III Medio (years 5, 6, 8 and 12, respectively), showing that the teachers themselves value us 
and our support a great deal. From the youngest to the oldest, the content of lessons streams 
into more technical vocabulary and conversational skills. What some may not expect is that 
the students in the oldest years, III and IIII Medio (years 12 and 13) seem to struggle the most 
in their classes, and it's all for one simple reason. They missed out on when Belen Educa, the 
charity  assigned  to  the  school,  first  came  into  play  and  made  headway  in  the  English 
department and others, over 3 years ago. 

Hence, personally one the most important parts of the project is being able to see this 
struggle and help our fellow 17 and 18 year olds. Though at first it is odd to say the least, 
teaching and aiding those your own age, that's also one of the beauties of it: we're able to 
relate even more strongly with the young adults and vice versa, meaning they regard us as 
respected friends.

This was certainly the case during the 
school's  preparation  for  "Dieciocho", 
18 th  September :  Chi le ' s 
Independence  Day.  Inspired  by  the 
dance  practice  we  saw  one  break 
time, Lauren and I asked if we could 
learn  too,  and  low  and  behold  we 

were invited to be part of the school's celebration, in the dance the 
next week. It was an incredible moment, there with II Medio (year 
11), and dancing our hearts out for a country we were coming to 
love and belong to. Lauren and I then repaid the favour during 'English Week', the final week 

of school before the Summer holidays. Performing the ceilidh 
with  us  were  15  students  from  II  Medio  and  7  (year  8), 
equally throwing their souls into the dancing. During English 
week  we  also  assisted  and  judged  the  public  speaking 
competition and Spelling Bee,  along with hosting our  own 
Book Treasure Hunt and Punch and Judy Show, things the 
children (and the teachers alike) throughly enjoyed.
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    The children here at the school of San Damian de Molokai are equipped with astounding 
bundles of energy, charging around and yelling gleefully (I  suspect it’s all  the bread, the 
staple food here in Chile). However, there’s no denying they all want to participate, even if it 
is to ask what the Queen of England’s name is, whether I like progressive rock metal or the 
infamous ‘Do men in Scotland really wear skirts?’, always accompanied by that look of 3 
parts humour 1 part horror. From Pre-Kinder up to IIII Medio, there’s a rowdy, lively energy 
that refuses to stay still but absorbs all the knowledge it can like a sponge. Before embarking 
on this incredible journey with Project Trust, I genuinely had no idea how rewarding being a 
teacher could be until I experienced it for myself: from supporting and explaining something 
to a student struggling with a task, to that moment when they put their pen to paper and get 
it all done- right, and on their own, because now they understand it and they know how to 
do it right… there is nothing like it. 

     I would like to take this opportunity, here in this report, to say a huge thank you to those 
at the Anglo-Chilean society, for supporting me in my Adventure here in this fantastic 
country but also for agreeing to continue supporting Project Trust volunteers. What I can say 
as a Volunteer myself, without a single doubt every penny helps when embarking on this 
adventure, and the incredible generosity of the Society does not go unnoticed, and not a 
penny wasted, both in the United Kingdom and over the pond here where the people in the 
project can feel a difference already in their school. With the halfway mark of my project in 
sight, I know in my heart that I made the right decision in volunteering with Project Trust, 
and if I already feel like I truly belong here, I can’t even begin to imagine how I will come to 
feel within the next 6 months. So, until then, I thank you all for your amazing support and 
wish good luck to next year’s volunteers, who will have their own weird and wonderful 
stories to tell within the first 2 weeks of being here. 

THANK YOU!
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