
 I S S U E  2 2  

NEWSLETTER 

INFO  

DATES FOR 

THE DIARY  

MARCH 

12th-16th—Science Week 

12th—16th— Parent Inter-

views 

13th Tues—Eden Project 

trip for Classes Challenger & 

Invincible 

15th Thurs—Spacelab visit 

21st Weds—Class Challeng-

er Assembly 9am 

21st  Weds—Y5 Skern Lodge 

parent talk 5.30pm 

26th—29th—Superhero 

Week 

27th Tues—Y5 Art & Media 

workshop Dartmouth Acad-

emy 

28th Weds—Class Invincible 

Assembly 

29th Thurs—Break up for 

Easter Holidays 
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Community 
‘Persistence and resilience only come from 

having been given the chance to work 
though difficult problems.’ 

 
Gever Tulley 
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your child 

Page 4— Mr Girardot’s 

marathon challenge 

Page 5–  Competition 

Page 6, 7 & 8—School 

notices 

World Book Day 
 
On Thursday we celebrated World Book 
Day (albeit a little late due to the snow!)  
 
The theme to this year’s World Book Day 
was ‘sharing’, so the day was kicked off 
with parent’s coming in to classes so the 
children could share their exercise books, 
folders and also the books they are read-
ing. Thank you for coming in. 
 
The whole school effort for fancy dress 
was outstanding, we had characters from 
all sorts of stories including : The Room on 
the Broom, Cruella Devil and Paddington 
Bear! Furthermore, we had a fantastic 
number of entries for reading in a peculiar 
place including: a chest freezer, a fish tank 
and up a tree! Proving that stories can 
truly be enjoyed ANYWHERE!  
 

A truly successful World Book Day 2018! 
 

An exciting end to term ahead……. 
The last three weeks of the Spring 
Term is shaping up to be a very exciting 
one: 
 
Next week is Science week with loads 
of exciting events taking place. We 
have a space dome visiting and loads 
happening in each class. Next week will 
also provide an opportunity to see how 
your child/ren are getting on in Parents 
evenings. 
 
On Wed 21st March is class Challeng-
er’s assembly and on Wed 28th March 
is class Invincible’s assembly. 
 
In the last week of term (week begin-
ning 26th March) we will have a Super-
hero week, this will involve the chil-
dren taking part in an obstacle course 
fun run, helping in the local community 
and as you can see from page 5 the 
opportunity to design and cut Mr Girar-
dot’s hair! This will be in aid of Great 
Ormond St and we will be showing just 
how super we are!!  



Attendance Matters 
This week’s attendance by class: 

Endeavour—100% 

Challenger—91.03% 

Invincible—97.78% 

Victory—93.51% 

Discovery—94.48% 

 

WOW! Well done  

Endeavour 

Best attendance this week!    

 

School attendance for the year 

so far is currently 96.32 %  

 

Please keep supporting our 

attendance target of 96%. or 

above   
 

 

Celebrations 

Stars of the Week 

Endeavour—Penelope 

Challenger—Amelia 

Invincible—Whole class 

Victory—Liam 

Discovery—Holly  

 

Value of the Week: Resilience  

Endeavour—Thalia 

Challenger—Charlie 

Invincible—Mikey 

Victory—Bebe 

Discovery—Marcus 

 

World Book Day Winners: 
 

Heidi- The Witch, Room on the Broom 

Ellie - Cruella Devil, 101 Dalmatians 

Zac- Tom, Midnight Gang 

Ezme- Demon Dentist 

Noah- The Tiger Who Came to Tea 



 

Reading to your child 

10 Benefits that Highlight the Importance of Reading With Young Children 
We all know that reading to our children is important. But did you know that toddlers and pre-schoolers who are read to every 

day have many advantages and benefits. Not only does reading enhance a child’s vocabulary, and to help them understand 
how to read and write, but reading aloud to children also helps them to understand different topics about the world and every 
day life. The importance of reading cannot be emphasised enough in young children and we as parents need to make reading a 

priority. 
Below are some benefits and advantages that highlight the importance of reading. 
1. Reading to young children sets them up to succeed 
The more you read to your children, the more knowledge they absorb, and knowledge is important in all aspects of life. There 
have many studies that show reading to babies and toddles gives them a head start and helps to prepare them for school later 
down the line. After all, reading with your children gives them the skills needed for when they start to read themselves. 
It is important that children learn to follow words across the page from left to right, and turn pages which are pre-reading skills 
that benefit children and help them to become better readers later on. Children who enjoy reading not only do better in lan-
guage and literacy subjects, but in all of the different subjects as well. 
2. Reading develops language skills 
While you may speak with your children every day, the vocabulary you use is often limited and repetitive. Reading books en-
sures that your child is exposed to vocabulary on different topics, which means they hear words or phrases which they may not 
hear otherwise in their day to day lives. The more words they know, the better. For children who speak more than one lan-
guage, reading is an easy way to help their language skills and is important to develop their fluency. 
3.Exposure to reading exercises your child’s brain 
Reading to young children affects their brain activity and may just give them that boost they need to support and promote 
their early reading skills. Research shows that specific areas of the brain are affected when young children have reading expo-
sure at home from an early age. These areas are critical for a child’s language development. 
4. Reading enhances a child’s concentration 
While you may think it is useless reading to a toddler who wants to constantly turn pages, swap books, or throw them around 
altogether, reading with your little one is extremely important at this age. By consistently reading to your child every day, your 
child will learn to concentrate and sit still for longer periods of time, which can help later on when they go to school. 
5. Reading together encourages a thirst for knowledge 
Reading to your children leads to questions about the book and the information within. It gives you a chance to speak about 
what is happening and use this as a learning experience. It may also develop an interest in different cultures or languages. 
There is nothing better seeing a child who loves to learn. 
6. A range of books teaches children about different topics 
Providing your child with different types of books on different topics, or even in different languages for bilingual kids, gives 
them a wide range of information for them to learn. There are informative books on topics such as different animals, places or 
objects etc, and there are also different books to help teach children about important life skills such as sharing, being kind, and 
diversity. There are also some amazing personalized books which make great gifts! 
7. Reading develops a child’s imagination and creativity 
One of the great benefits of reading with children is watching their growing imagination. When we really engage in a book we 
imagine what the characters are doing. We imagine the setting as reality. Seeing the excitement on a child’s eyes when they 
know what is going to be on the next page, or having them guess what is going to happen is one of the most amazing things to 
experience. 
8. Reading books with children helps to develop empathy 
When a child can put himself into the story it helps them to develop empathy. They identify with characters, and they feel 
what they are feeling. Children begin to understand and relate to emotions. 
9. Books are a form of entertainment 
With so much technology these days, it is difficult not to get caught up in all the hype of it all. TV, Video games, smart phones 
and apps are popular among children. However, reading a good book that your child is interested in can be just as entertaining. 
With all of the negative affects of screen time, choosing a book that interests your child, and either reading it together, or 
letting them flick through pages alone, is definitely a better option. One of the main benefits that highlights the importance of 
reading with babies and toddlers, is that they are more likely to choose a book to read for pleasure over another activity when 
they are bored. 
10. Reading together helps to create a bond 
There’s nothing better than cuddling up to your little one and reading a book or a bedtime story together. Spending time with 
one another, reading, and talking, can bring parents closer to your children. For parents who work, or have a busy lifestyle, 
relaxing with your child and simply enjoying each other’s company while reading can be a great way for you both to wind 
down, relax, and bond 

http://childofourtimeblog.org.uk/?powerpress_pinw=770-podcast  

http://childofourtimeblog.org.uk/?powerpress_pinw=770-podcast


Mr Girardot’s challenge is to run 400 miles in the 100 days running up to 
the event, we will be updating you on the progress each week. 
 
So far: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

It has been  a very difficult week or so for training with the 

snow hindering progress and injury forcing a rest but this 

weekend I am determined to get back out there and build the 

miles back up. 18 miler planned  for Saturday hopefully! 

Have a great weekend 

Mr Girardot 

Any sponsorship support would be greatly received no matter how 

small or large.  Thank you: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

paul-girardot2017 

THANK YOU SO MUCH TO THOSE WHO HAVE VERY 
KINDLY DONATED 

 

Mr Girardot’s  

Marathon challenge 

Days  

Left: 

45 

Miles 

run:  

156 

Miles left to run: 244 

//SF-SRV-01/Staff$/pgiardot/Desktop/Google Chrome.lnk
//SF-SRV-01/Staff$/pgiardot/Desktop/Google Chrome.lnk


Dear all, 

You may have noticed that Mr Girardot’s hair has been getting longer 
and longer! He pledged to cut it all off if he met the £2000 mark for 
his fundraising, we are still a little way off this but in order to help the 
fundraising we have a competition for you to enter.  

The competition is to design a hair cut / style for Mr Girardot which 
he will wear for the whole of Tuesday 27th March. The winner will 
then have the opportunity to actually put the design into practice by 
cutting it in assembly on Tuesday morning in front of the whole 
school!  

Competition entry will be £3 with all proceeds going to Great Or-
mond St Hospital. Entries must be submitted to your class teacher by 
Friday 23rd March. The entries will be judged by the school council. 

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity! 

 

 

 

Competition! 



There have been continued complaints 

from residents that during the school run 

times of the day parents of children park 

in very dangerous locations around School 

Road.  

Please do not: 

 Block tenants in.  

 Park in personal parking bays. 

 Park on the pavement or on double yel-

low lines 

Please help avoid an accident and  

respect our neighbours.  



SEND Signpost 

Different ways to write 

Some children find handwriting, spelling and grammar really challenging. 

A five minute session a night playing a touch typing game can make dramatic improvements to a child’s typing speed and 

support IT skills for later life. 

Here are some sites to support this useful skill and improve your child’s typing speed. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 

https://www.typekids.com/ 

https://www.kidstyping.org/ 

Parent Workshop dates: 

The parent workshop designed to explore a range of approaches to support children manage moments of low self-esteem, 

anxiety  and depression are now set, please see below. 

Blackawton – Monday 19th March from 2:00 – 3:00  

East Allington – Tuesday 20th March  from 2:00 – 3:00  

Stoke Fleming – Tuesday 27th March from 2:00 – 3:00  

Kingswear – Thursday 26th April from 2:00 – 3:00 

These workshops are designed to share strategies which enable children to  understand and develop resilience, positivity 

and bounce back strategies. These are ‘light-touch’ and inclusive strategies which all children can use to help them develop 

confidence and a growth mind-set. 

Each workshop will have the same content.  Feel free to come to whichever suits your schedule.  Your child does not have 

to attend the school for you to attend the workshop there.   

I look forward to meeting you. 

Thanks 
Emily Risby                                   
SENDCo 
 
 
 

ESW Cleaning Vacancy 

We have a vacancy for 2 mobile cleaning jobs based at Stoke Fleming School for 15 hours per week 

(3.30pm—6.30pm) for 41 weeks a year.  

For further details please contact Janet Sedgeman on 01548 852641 Ext 186 or by email at  

Janet.Sedgeman@educationsouthwest.org.uk 

 

Wanted 

If you are getting rid of any old newspapers that you no longer need please can you bring them into 

school as they use them for continuous Art activities, any contributions will be gratefully received 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
https://www.typekids.com/
https://www.kidstyping.org/


KINGSWEAR SCHOOL FASHION SHOW 

 

The PTA are organising a fashion show on Wednesday 28th March at Dartmouth Guild-

hall. The teachers are trading the classroom for the catwalk for the night, and will be 

modelling clothes from shops such as Monsoon, Next, M and S and Boden. All clothes 

and accessories will be available to buy at discounted price at  the end of the evening. 

There will be a bar.  

Time: 7pm  

Price: £6 which includes a glass of prosecco or a soft drink. 

Tickets available from the school office - and it is ladies only.   

RYA Junior Sailing Course 

Saturday morning RYA junior sailing course.  

These sessions run 0930 – 1230 from Sat 21 April – Sat 14 July incl. There is also a Tast-

er morning on Sat 7 April. The course is for those aged 9 – 16. 

In order to encourage beginners to attend and do their RYA Stage 1 dinghy sailing, we 

would like to open up the course to some non-members. For the first year (Stage1) this 

will be offered at the same price that members pay - £140. After that, if your child 

wants to continue, they could consider joining the Club to secure the members rate, or 

pay the non-members rate. 

For more information please contact Suzanne Huddart on:   

admin@royaldart.co.uk 

www.royaldart.co.uk  

mailto:admin@royaldart.co.uk
http://www.royaldart.co.uk/

