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FEBRUARY 

28th Weds—Y5 Media 
Workshop Dartmouth Acad-
emy 
28th Weds– Y5 Skern Lodge 
presentation  5.30pm 
 
MARCH 

1st Thurs—World Book Day 

12th-16th—Science Week 

12th—16th— Parent Inter-

views 

13th Tues—Eden Project 

trip for Classes Challenger & 

Invincible 

15th Thurs—Spacelab visit 

21st Weds—Class Challeng-

er Assembly 9am 

26th—29th—Superhero 

Week 

28th Weds—Class Invincible 

Assembly 

29th Thurs—Break up for 

Easter Holidays 
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Community 
‘The greatness of a community is most accu-
rately measured by the compassionate ac-

tions of its members.’  
 

Coretta Scott King 

Page 1—News and up-

dates 

Page 2—Celebrations 

Page 3— Reading to 

your child 

Page 4— Mr Girardot 

marathon challenge 

Page 5– School survey 

Page 6 & 7—School no-

tices 

Phase 3 trip to Dartmoor 
On Wednesday 21st February we got our 
bags and headed down to the Post Office, 
from there we got on the coach.  

 
At 10:45 we arrived at 
Dartmoor Prison Muse-
um. There was a man 
outside waiting to meet 
us. He said his name 
was Grion, but because 
I don’t quite remember 
we will call him Gra-

ham. We went to the Dairy farm, that is 
where they milk the cows and then we 
went and looked at facts in the museum. 
 
After that at 12:15 we had lunch. We then 
got back on the bus and went to Haytor. 
We arrived at 1:30. We split into mini 
groups and climbed Haytor. When we got 
up there we found out the rocks were 300 
million years old, that’s old!  
 
Finally, we got 
on the bus and 
headed home, 
we counted 137 
sheep herds or 
colonies as I like 
to call them! 
 
By Bebe 

An exciting term ahead……. 
The second half of the Spring Term is 
shaping up to be a very exciting one: 
 
Next week we have world book day on 
Thursday when the children can dress 
up as their favourite character. Our 
school council will also be taking our 
new video to show another school in 
the trust. See it here: https://
www.facebook.com/36666260366669
1/videos/578349069164709/ 
 
The week beginning 12th March is Sci-
ence week with loads of exciting events 
taking place. This week will also pro-
vide an opportunity to see how your 
child/ren are getting on in Parents eve-
nings. 
 
On Wed 21st March is class Challeng-
er’s assembly and on Wed 28th March 
is class Invincible’s assembly. 
 
In the last week of term (week begin-
ning 26th March) we will have superhe-
ro week!! More information to come 
on this in due course.  



Attendance Matters 
This week’s attendance by class: 

 

Endeavour: 87.59% 

Challenger: 97.78% 

Invincible: 98.35% 

Victory: 94.66% 

Discovery: 90.57% 

 

WOW! Well done  

Invincible 

Best attendance this week!    

 

School attendance for the year 

so far is currently 96.39 %  

 

Please keep supporting our 

attendance target of 96%. or 

above   
 

 

Celebrations 

Stars of the Week 

 

Endeavour  -  Elizabeth 

Challenger  -  

Invincible  -  Arthur 

Victory  -  Euan 

Discovery  -  Whole class 

Value of the Week: Community 

Endeavour  -  Seb     

Challenger  -  Joshua P 

Invincible  -  Annabel 

Victory  -  Bebe & Oakley 

Discovery  -  Robbie 

 

Extra Curricular Awards 

 Well done to Thalia for moving into Stage 3 for her swimming 

 



 

Reading to your child 

10 Benefits that Highlight the Importance of Reading With Young Children 
We all know that reading to our children is important. But did you know that toddlers and pre-schoolers who are read to every 

day have many advantages and benefits. Not only does reading enhance a child’s vocabulary, and to help them understand 
how to read and write, but reading aloud to children also helps them to understand different topics about the world and every 
day life. The importance of reading cannot be emphasised enough in young children and we as parents need to make reading a 

priority. 
Below are some benefits and advantages that highlight the importance of reading. 
1. Reading to young children sets them up to succeed 
The more you read to your children, the more knowledge they absorb, and knowledge is important in all aspects of life. There 
have many studies that show reading to babies and toddles gives them a head start and helps to prepare them for school later 
down the line. After all, reading with your children gives them the skills needed for when they start to read themselves. 
It is important that children learn to follow words across the page from left to right, and turn pages which are pre-reading skills 
that benefit children and help them to become better readers later on. Children who enjoy reading not only do better in lan-
guage and literacy subjects, but in all of the different subjects as well. 
2. Reading develops language skills 
While you may speak with your children every day, the vocabulary you use is often limited and repetitive. Reading books en-
sures that your child is exposed to vocabulary on different topics, which means they hear words or phrases which they may not 
hear otherwise in their day to day lives. The more words they know, the better. For children who speak more than one lan-
guage, reading is an easy way to help their language skills and is important to develop their fluency. 
3.Exposure to reading exercises your child’s brain 
Reading to young children affects their brain activity and may just give them that boost they need to support and promote 
their early reading skills. Research shows that specific areas of the brain are affected when young children have reading expo-
sure at home from an early age. These areas are critical for a child’s language development. 
4. Reading enhances a child’s concentration 
While you may think it is useless reading to a toddler who wants to constantly turn pages, swap books, or throw them around 
altogether, reading with your little one is extremely important at this age. By consistently reading to your child every day, your 
child will learn to concentrate and sit still for longer periods of time, which can help later on when they go to school. 
5. Reading together encourages a thirst for knowledge 
Reading to your children leads to questions about the book and the information within. It gives you a chance to speak about 
what is happening and use this as a learning experience. It may also develop an interest in different cultures or languages. 
There is nothing better seeing a child who loves to learn. 
6. A range of books teaches children about different topics 
Providing your child with different types of books on different topics, or even in different languages for bilingual kids, gives 
them a wide range of information for them to learn. There are informative books on topics such as different animals, places or 
objects etc, and there are also different books to help teach children about important life skills such as sharing, being kind, and 
diversity. There are also some amazing personalized books which make great gifts! 
7. Reading develops a child’s imagination and creativity 
One of the great benefits of reading with children is watching their growing imagination. When we really engage in a book we 
imagine what the characters are doing. We imagine the setting as reality. Seeing the excitement on a child’s eyes when they 
know what is going to be on the next page, or having them guess what is going to happen is one of the most amazing things to 
experience. 
8. Reading books with children helps to develop empathy 
When a child can put himself into the story it helps them to develop empathy. They identify with characters, and they feel 
what they are feeling. Children begin to understand and relate to emotions. 
9. Books are a form of entertainment 
With so much technology these days, it is difficult not to get caught up in all the hype of it all. TV, Video games, smart phones 
and apps are popular among children. However, reading a good book that your child is interested in can be just as entertaining. 
With all of the negative affects of screen time, choosing a book that interests your child, and either reading it together, or 
letting them flick through pages alone, is definitely a better option. One of the main benefits that highlights the importance of 
reading with babies and toddlers, is that they are more likely to choose a book to read for pleasure over another activity when 
they are bored. 
10. Reading together helps to create a bond 
There’s nothing better than cuddling up to your little one and reading a book or a bedtime story together. Spending time with 
one another, reading, and talking, can bring parents closer to your children. For parents who work, or have a busy lifestyle, 
relaxing with your child and simply enjoying each other’s company while reading can be a great way for you both to wind 
down, relax, and bond 

http://childofourtimeblog.org.uk/?powerpress_pinw=770-podcast  

http://childofourtimeblog.org.uk/?powerpress_pinw=770-podcast


Mr Girardot’s challenge is to run 400 miles in the 100 days running up to 
the event, we will be updating you on the progress each week. 
 
So far: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The days are ticking down and the training continues. I am 

trying to up the miles now which takes up more time so I am 

hoping that the Half term  break will enable me to really start 

to push it and get back on track. Hoping to get a few longer 

runs in! 

Have a great weekend 

Mr Girardot 

Any sponsorship support would be greatly received no matter how 

small or large.  Thank you: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

paul-girardot2017 

THANK YOU SO MUCH TO THOSE WHO HAVE VERY 
KINDLY DONATED 

Mr Girardot’s  

Marathon challenge 

Days  

Left: 

58 

Miles 

run:  

132 

Miles left to run: 268 

//SF-SRV-01/Staff$/pgiardot/Desktop/Google Chrome.lnk
//SF-SRV-01/Staff$/pgiardot/Desktop/Google Chrome.lnk


 Dear all, 

As part of our ongoing school improvement we carry out regular 
surveys across the Multi Academy Trust. This term we are carrying 
out our annual parent survey to find out what you feel is working 
well in school and if there is anything you feel we could improve. 
Last years survey was very informative and hopefully you have no-
ticed changes for the better. The link below will take you to the 
online survey. 

Thank you in advance for your participation 

https://goo.gl/forms/fIHby7SzeWXN7ftE2  

Parent/ Carer Survey 2018 

https://goo.gl/forms/fIHby7SzeWXN7ftE2


SEND Signpost 
 

Dear parents and carers,  
 
DIAS and Devon County Council are holding a FREE Parent Information Event for parent carers of chil-
dren and young people with SEND.  
 

Date: Monday 12th March 2018 
Time: 10am-12noon 
Venue: Ivybridge Community College, PL21 0JA 
  
  

https://sendeventivybridge.eventbrite.co.uk   
 
 

Please contact Mel Web the SEND Local Offer and Participation Officer  if you have any questions about 
this event. 
  
Thanks 
Emily Risby                                   
SENDCo 
 
 
 
 

Easter Fair 

Stoke Fleming Charitable Ladies are holding an Easter Fair and Art Sale on Saturday 17th March from 

10am to 12.00 in Stoke Fleming Village Hall.  Stalls, refreshments and art by local artists for sale.  Our 

beneficiary from this event will be Dartmouth Caring.  Tables for sellers will be available for £5 each.   

 The Charitable Ladies meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month (except August and December) to or-

ganise local fundraising events and to socialise. The next meeting will be on Thursday 15th March at 

2.30pm in Stoke Fleming Village Hall.  New members are most welcome.   

 Contact Sue Tweed at tweed833@btinternet.com or 01803 770730 to book a table at the Fair or for 

more information.   

ESW Cleaning Vacancy 

We have a vacancy for 2 mobile cleaning jobs based at Stoke Fleming School for 15 hours per week 

(3.30pm—6.30pm) for 41 weeks a year.  

For further details please contact Janet Sedgeman on 01548 852641 Ext 186 or by email at  

Janet.Sedgeman@educationsouthwest.org.uk 

 

Wanted 

If you are getting rid of any old newspapers that you no longer need please can you bring them into 

school as they use them for continuous Art activities, any contributions will be gratefully received. 

https://sendeventivybridge.eventbrite.co.uk
mailto:tweed833@btinternet.com


There have been continued complaints 

from residents that during the school run 

times of the day parents of children park 

in very dangerous locations around School 

Road.  

Please do not: 

 Block tenants in.  

 Park in personal parking bays. 

 Park on the pavement or on double yel-

low lines 

Please help avoid an accident and  

respect our neighbours.  


