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This Is My Song
By Frank Bucar
Editor’s Note. The words of this story,
written by Frank Bucar, are interspersed
with historical data excepted from Slovenian
Phoenix by John Corsellis, and from other
historical references.

were allowed to surge home uncontrolled.
AMG set up a Displaced Persons (DP) and
Prisoners of War branch to control them.
AMG invited the British Red Cross Society
to help, who in turn invited the Friends
Ambulance Unit to share the task. From
Corsellis.}

B

ucar Family Traveling to the
Refugee Camp, Spittal, Austria
1945.
It was Spring, 1945, and the closing days
of World War II. A dark chapter of history
emerged with the exodus of thousands of
refugees fleeing for
their lives from the
former Yugoslavia
as families were
torn apart and loved
ones left behind.
During World
War II, Yugoslavia
was engulfed in a
bitter civil war as
Slovenes fought
Slovenes, Croats
fought Croats, and
Serbs fought Serbs.
As retreating
German forces
attempted to get
{Historical
back to Germany, a
note: War ended
Communist regime,
in May 1945, and
with the backing of
Tito controlled
the Russians, was
most of Yugoslavia
about to take power
while the British
in Yugoslavia.
Army started to
Those who
occupy southern
Two-year old Frank Bucar,
fought against the
Austria. A separate
Communists, the
section of the Army c. 1949, in Displaced Persons Camp.
Domobranci (Home
- Allied Military
Government (AMG) - responsible for the civil Guard), faced an ill fate if they remained in
Yugoslavia.
administration of the country, feared that
My parents, Frank and Mary Bucar,
disastrous typhus or cholera epidemics would
were just a small fraction of the thousands
occur if large numbers of displaced persons
{Historical note: Slovenia is a country of
fertile plains, hills covered with vines and
fruit trees, forests and spectacular mountains:
the size of Wales and not unlike the Tyrol in
appearance. Until the end of World War I it
was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
It then became the
northern province
of the newly formed
kingdom of the
Serbs, Croats and
Slovenes, and
since 1991 it is
an independent
country, member of
the United Nations
and candidate for
full membership
of the European
Union. From
Corsellis.}

continued on page 7
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Message from the Director
JoAnne Coombe
Executive Director

T

he St.
Louis
County
Historical Society
with its American
Indian Advisory
Committee, St.
Louis County
JoAnne Coombe
and the City
of Hibbing
have partnered to create a traveling
exhibit that will tell the story of a
local landmark with international
significance. The Hill of Three Waters
is visible from the new Hibbing
Mine View building as visitors
look through their telescopes and
view a geographical and geological
phenomenon, a rare point where every
raindrop makes a three-way global
journey north to Hudson Bay, south to
the Mississippi River and east to the
Great Lakes and the Atlantic Ocean.
While mining activity is visible in
the surrounding area, a huge boulder
deposited by the glaciers millennia ago

marks the spot where the Anishinabe
of Minnesota gathered in 1792 to
strategize as the Dakota invaded
their hunting grounds. The location
remains untouched by industry and
is respected for cultural and spiritual
significance that predates the Ojibwe,
the Dakota before them, and includes
the mound building ancients. It is rare
for pre-history, history, geography,
geology, hydrology and anthropology to
unite in such a unique manner. The
responsibility to tell the story of those
who walked this land is ours.
Through funding from the IRRRB, a
renowned artist, John Michael Cook,
has been asked to envision a painting
which creatively depicts this sacred
area. The flat panel exhibit of about
25 feet will be complemented by a
narrative designed to educate and
inspire visitors while on display at the
Mine View. The exhibit will travel
to the St. Louis County Heritage &
Arts Center (the Depot) in Duluth
and the Ely Center for History & the
Arts (Pioneer Mine exhibit building).
Visitors will be able to see the place
known as The Source.

The American Indian Advisory
Committee, comprised of tribal
appointees from the Bois Forte, Fond
du Lac, and Grand Portage Bands of
Ojibwe serve as project advisors. They
have emphasized three things: their
desire that the exhibit respectfully
and accurately present Ojibwe culture,
their desire that the exhibit educate
visitors about clean water, and their
desire that all tribal members be
acquainted with the project. AIAC has
given its permission to John Cook to
render his interpretation of the Hill of
Three Waters. The text accompanying
the painting will be developed by
Anishinabe historians.
This new traveling exhibit will
ensure our local story of international
significance is accurately told and
will inspire visitors. The exhibit will
document American Indian, civic
and industry leaders’ commitments
to protect this three-way watershed.
The Society is proud to facilitate the
production of this historic and creative
exhibit.
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Museum News & Exhibits
Community members are stepping up to the plate and getting equipped to record a piece of history.
By Pippi Mayfield

T

he Veterans Memorial Hall,
a program of the St. Louis
County Historical Society,
hosted a training session Thursday,
June 1, for volunteers interested in
helping record the oral history of area
veterans.
Eight volunteers attended the
training session and learned about the
importance of preserving oral histories,
how to properly record these interviews
and how the interviews become at part
of the Albert J. Amatuzio Research
Center (AJARC). The session also
included information on legal and
ethical practices, interview preparation,
interviewing techniques and how to

use the Society’s recording equipment.
The training session coordinator
and presenter was Barb Sommer, with
VMH Program Assistant Pippi Mayfield
helping out. SLCHS Executive Director
JoAnne Coombe gave an introduction
to the session, and SLCHS Collections
Manager/Exhibits Curator Samantha
Tubbs also spoke briefly on how and
why the oral histories are stored in
the Center. Session attendees included
Scott Markle, Marcie Knase, Mike
McDonnell, Catherine Westerlund,
Allyse Freeman, Mary Linda Sather,
Heather Lake and Jean Filiatrault
Laine.
The attendees, along with others in
the community who have previously
gone through the training, have been

paired with veterans willing to share
their stories. Throughout the summer,
the volunteers will meet with veterans,
record their stories and bring them
back to the VMH. From there, we will
have the oral interviews transcribed,
placed in a file in the Amatuzio
Research Center and uploaded to the
VMH website.
The Society plans to host another
training session this fall. If you are
interested in taking part in recording
veterans’ oral histories, or if you are
a veteran willing to have your story
recorded, please contact Pippi Mayfield,
VMH program assistant, at pippi@
thehistorypeople.org or 218-733-7507.

Events
Note: Events and exhibits are held at the St. Louis County Heritage & Arts Center (the Depot), Duluth, MN, unless noted otherwise.

Lunch with the History People
Ruth Maney Room
Noon – 1 PM
Free, seating: first-come, first-served
July 20, 2017, Brian McMahon: Ford
Motor Company’s involvement in
Duluth and the Iron Range.
August 17, 2017, Chad Scott: The
history of the docks in Canal Park and
the surrounding area.

September 21, 2017, Kristi Beaver of
Safe Haven: The history of the battered
women’s movement in St. Louis
County.
October 19, 2017, Michael Socha,
Jr.: Vera - A Gripping True Story of
Amazing Perseverance and Love. This
is the story of an immigrant originally
from the Ukraine.

The Society wishes to thank the Depot
Foundation for its ongoing support.

Antique Appraisal
Great Hall
Third Wednesday of the month from
January – November, noon – 3 PM
(register by 2:30 PM)
Free, limit: two items per person
June 21, 2017 – Great Hall
July 19, 2017 – rotunda
August 16, 2017 – Great Hall
September 20, 2017 – rotunda
October 18, 2017 – Great Hall
November 15, 2017 – Great Hall
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Lunch with the History People News
By Julie Bolos

H

istory is intriguing, sometimes
even mystifying. Our first
2017 lecture, “The Old Copper
Culture & Megaliths on the Laurentian Divide,” was a reminder that new
discoveries are constantly analyzed
and interpreted, which may change our
perception of the past. According to
our speaker, Charles Bruns, the purest copper came from the Lake Duluth
area. He surmised that the copper
trade began much earlier than previously believed. His photos revealed
symbols carved into rocks located along
the Laurentian Divide, similar to those
from the ancient world.
Charles discussed how the use of copper tools made life easier. Copper was
utilized extensively for hollowing boats,
gardening, hunting and other tasks.
Broadening our perspective of history

can be both educational and exciting,
whether we are learning known facts
or challenging those facts with new
ideas.
Some historic details are even quite
peculiar. Chad Lewis, our June speaker, is a researcher, author and presenter
who specializes in the unusual. Thrilling, bone-chilling and strange best
describes his presentation on “Bizarre
Burial Beliefs and Traditions - Nothing is as Strange as Death.” Through
exhilarating stories and haunting images, Chad explored the darker side of
life. He dug into riveting tales of people
being buried alive and unearths unconventional customs that protect the
living from the recently deceased.
For those seeking a more traditional
discussion, author Brian McMahon
overviewed his book The Ford Century
in Minnesota on July 20. His talk on
“Ford Motor Company’s Involvement

in Duluth and the Iron Range” explained the significant influence of the
company politically and economically.
“Ford built two large freighters which
were used to transport iron ore from
Duluth to his factories in Detroit and
carry coal from his company-owned
mines to coal docks he leased in Duluth.” The company shaped the lives
of workers, families and whole communities throughout the entire state.
Our 2017 series also includes presentations on the history of the docks in
Canal Park and the surrounding area,
the history of the battered women’s
movement in St. Louis County, along
with Vera - the story an immigrant
originally from the Ukraine. For further details, visit us online at http://
www.thehistorypeople.org/events.asp
or https://www.facebook.com/stlouiscountyhistoricalsociety/.

Two Competitive Scholarship Opportunities for Local Students

V

eterans Memorial Hall, a program of the St. Louis County
Historical Society, announces
its 2017 Mike Colalillo Medal of Honor
Scholarship. The $1,500 scholarship
is open to any full-time student who is
enrolled in a higher education institution in St. Louis County, Minnesota or
a resident of St. Louis County who is
a full-time student enrolled in a higher
education institution outside of the
county.
Scholarship applicants must submit
a 3 to 10 page double-spaced research
paper on a topic relevant to veterans of

St. Louis County. A minimum of one
resource from the Albert J. Amatuzio
Research Center must be referenced.
An example of a project would be a
research paper on a historical event in
St. Louis County related to a conflict,
a war, the home front or a county veteran. Application forms are available
on our website at http://www.thehistorypeople.org/handouts.asp. The application deadline is Wednesday, November 1, 2017. The scholarship will be
awarded at the Veterans Remembrance
Dinner on December 7, 2017.
The second scholarship is the Uni-

versity of Minnesota Cdr. David R.
Wheat H.E.R.O.S Fund Scholarship.
The fund is sponsored by Minnesota
Veterans for Progress at mnvetsforprogress.com and provides scholarships
and fellowships to UMD students who
are military veterans, active service
members, National guard, or Reservists. A vision for this scholarship
was initiated by UMD staff member
Rick Smith, American Indian Learning Resources Center, and his wife
Dianna Smith. More information
may be obtained at 218.726.6293 or
218.724.0917.

Families in Flight
The Journey of Slovenian Children to Minnesota after World War II

A Minnesota heritage presentation hosted by the St. Louis County Historical Society and the GND Development
Alliance and moderated by Joseph Valencic, Historian and Filmmaker
Saturday, September 30, 2017, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
GND Development Alliance Recreation Center, 801 101st Avenue West, Duluth, Minnesota
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The Society Celebrated its 95th Annual Meeting
of the Membership
By Kathleen Cargill

O

n April 25, over 200 Society
members and guests gathered
in the Great Hall for the Society’s Annual Meeting of the Membership. The evening was memorable for
several reasons…it marked the event’s
95th year and the opening of an exhibit
entitled Farmers, Miners, and Refugees:
Slovenian Immigration in Minnesota
Since 1855. In addition to that diners viewed Old Country Memories, a
selection of Slovenian-themed art by
Minnesota native Albin M. Zaverl.
Of particular note was the exhibit of
artifacts loaned to the Society from the
Diocese of Duluth, and included objects
belonging to Slovenian missionaries,
Monsignor Buh and Bishop Baraga.
After enjoying a traditional Slovenian
dinner, blessed by Father John Petrich,
and prepared by The Duluth Grill,
diners were entertained by the Singing

Slovenes, who, dressed in traditional
attire, sang and danced to music from
the old country.
St. Louis County Commissioner,
Michael Jugovich (representative to
the Board) introduced special greetings
sent by U. S. Senator Amy Klobuchar,
whose video comments were well
received by her Slovenian compatriots.
Smiling, she mentioned that all guests
to her Washington, DC office are offered slices of potica!
Miro Medved, Honorary Consul,
Republic of Slovenia, was the invited
speaker. He talked about the strong
bonds within the Slovenian-American
community, and their international
ties to Slovenia. His remarks were all
the more memorable because northern
Minnesota has the 4th largest Slovenian immigrant community in the
United States.
The meeting itself welcomed new
members to the Board of Governors

- Anntoinette Thorstad and Larry
Sommer, as well as Scott Markle a new
member of the Veterans Memorial Hall
Advisory Committee. New Board officers were announced: Leone Graf will
remain as President; Michele HakalaBeeksma is the new Vice President;
Ron Hein and Gail Sheddy remain in
their positions as Treasurer and Secretary, respectively.
A warm ‘thank you’ was given to
John Marshall who stepped down from
his role as Vice President of the Board,
as his 6-year term was at its end. John
will remain as Vice Chair of the Veterans Memorial Hall Advisory Committee. John Werner was congratulated
on his entering his second term on the
Board, and Tom Griffin was thanked
for his service.
The evening ended with an expanded
performance by The Singing Slovenes
whose lively music kept Society guests
for another hour!

Ojibwe Military Veterans
By Samantha M. Tubbs

T

he Society has a large number of artifacts from the Ojibwe culture. This
bandolier bag (aazhooningwa'igan(ag)
means "worn across the shoulder”) now on
display in the revamped Generations of Service
exhibit within the Veterans Memorial Hall, is the
best stylistic representation of Northern Minnesota Ojibwe.
Beaded florals on a neutral background are
classic Anishinaabe style. Ojibwe beadwork frequently includes a combination of both identifiable and fantasy plants.
This bag has a white beaded background and a
design of blueish purple, red, orange, and green

beadwork followed by a black velvet border.
These bags were worn across the body and
traditionally given to a man as a mark of honor
of military service. Though bandolier bags are
closely associated with the Anishinaabeg, they
are not exclusive to that tribe. Many bandolier
bags have identifiable stylistic tribal and regional
differences. They based the design on ammunition bags carried by European soldiers.

Ojibwe beaded Bandolier Bag.
Collections Object no. 54.46.1a
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Five Years and $750,000 later…
in America. People came from all
over the country to watch the #28
switch wood haulers and outgoing
f railroads built the nation and
box cars in the yard, on Dunlop Island
transformed America from a
place where people lived and died and along the railroad’s mainline to
Saginaw. Because the D&NE was a
within twenty-five miles of where they
Common Carrier, the railroad still had
were born to today, then the steam
to accommodate passengers. For about
locomotive was the engine of that
a buck one could
change. Of
purchase a ticket to
the more than
ride in the caboose
160,000 steam
behind a steamer
locomotives
from Cloquet to
built in
“Sag” and back.
America, only
Today that ride
about 150 are
would cost you a
still running
couple of hundred
in all of North
dollars if they
America. With
hadn’t pulled up the
the scrapyard’s
tracks.
Grim Reaper
Like the DM&N,
claiming
the Northestern
ninety-nine
took good care of
percent of
their #28 and when
these historic
they donated it to
machines,
the Lake Superior
the Duluth &
Railroad Museum
Northeastern’s
in 1974, she was
#28 is a
still capable of
survivor. She
making steam
beat the odds
and running. The
and is running
Museum kept the
again on the
engine on display
North Shore
indoors and
Scenic Railroad
Steam train #28, Steve Glischinski.
that made a huge
in Duluth.
(Photo used with permission)
difference when it
It wasn’t easy.
came time to restore the locomotive.
The engine started her career in 1906
Bob Purcell came up with the
on the Duluth, Missabe & Northern
Railroad hauling iron ore, mixed freight idea and convinced his bosses at
the Cloquet Terminal Railroad, the
and pulling passenger trains. She was
D&NE’s successor, to start a cosmetic
well cared for by the DM&N and was
restoration. It was soon apparent that
still lugging cars when the engine was
with additional work and funds the
sold to the Duluth & Northeastern
engine could be made to run again. The
Railroad in 1955. The D&NE was
owned by the Potlatch Corporation and Federal Railroad Administration gave
their approval following an extensive
worked the company’s wood products
review and ultrasound of the boiler.
mill in Cloquet.
SAPPI, the current owner of the
Renumbered the 28, the 2-8-0 (C-3)
Cloquet mill and CTR, was extremely
lumbered on into the 1960s where she
supportive but only to a point.
was among the last standing steam
Following the cosmetic work they had
engines on a Common Carrier Railroad

By Ken Buehler

I

agreed to, the engine was moved back
to the Museum where the remainder
of the restoration was undertaken by
Bob, who had retired from the railroad
and came to work for the Museum.
He was helped by a group of dedicated
volunteers who donated countless
thousands of hours to the project.
New tubes for the boiler were
purchased from one of only two places
on earth that can do the kind of work
required for certification by the FRA,
Germany and China. We went with the
Germans. Trained and licensed boiler
makers from Fraser Shipyards were
employed to install the tubes, flues
and super heaters in the boiler. A.W.
Kuettel & Sons donated the new boiler
jacket and installed it, the Heat & Frost
Insulators-Asbestos Workers Local 49
wrapped the boiler with insulation as
an apprentice class project, Arrowhead
Painting laid on the black, Friends
of #261 helped along the way and,
of course, the volunteers did all the
heavy lifting. BNSF Railway donated
the moves of the engine to and from
Cloquet.
Five years and seven hundred and
fifty thousand dollars later we have a
“living and breathing” survivor of the
steam era that changed America.
The D&NE #28 will run this summer
on the North Shore Scenic Railroad
and be on display in the Lake Superior
Railroad Museum. For schedule
information and to get tickets, go to
www.duluthtrains.com or call the
North Shore Scenic Railroad in Duluth
at 800.423.1273.
The Lake Superior Railroad Museum
thanks Explore Minnesota for its
support of the #28 Steam Locomotive
Project. EMT has shown great
leadership in helping to promote the
return to steam to Minnesota.
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This Is My Song, from cover
forced to flee for their lives with only
the clothes on their backs, and in
hope of finding safety and freedom
in another land. They hoped to have
their infant son, Vid, who had to be left
behind and raised by his aunt, Mary’s
sister, join them once they made it to
safety. This was not to be within the
time-frame they had hoped for.
It was very slow going as the spring
rains made it difficult for the horsedrawn carts and wagons to navigate
through the mud and a number of the
wagons had to be left behind. Imagine
the thoughts going through their
minds as they were pursued by the
Communists through the mountain
pass - called the Ljubelj Pass in
Slovenian and the Loibl Pass in German
- into Austria.
{Historical note: During World War II,
a 1,570 meter (5,150 ft) long tunnel was
built at 1,068 meters (3,504 ft) above
sea level by the command of the Nazis.
It was carried out by 660 civil workers,
including several posted by the French
Service du travail obligatoire, and 1,652
prisoners of two minor sub-camps of the
Mauthausen-Gusen concentration camp.
The camps, one on each side of the pass,
were run by the notorious SS. Tunnel
construction started in 1943. To keep
the work force effective, injured or sick
prisoners were sent back to the main camp
or else executed by the camp physician
if unable to be transported. On 7 May
1945, the remaining 950 inmates from
the two camps were largely abandoned by
guards and began marching to Feistritz
im Rosental, where they met partisans on
the following day. As the survivors had
in effect ‘freed themselves’, theirs were the
only sub-camps of Mauthausen-Gusen
not to be either evacuated or liberated at
the end of the war. Today a memorial
marks the site of the southern Loibl camp.
The first army vehicles passed through
the very tight tunnel on 4 December
1944. Military traffic, Wehrmacht
soldiers retreating from the Yugoslav
Front and refugees used the tunnel until
it was closed in 1947. It was reopened
as a border crossing between Austria
and the Federal People’s Republic of
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Yugoslavia in 1950
and expanded in the
early 1960s with
two lanes on 1 July
1964. The old road
over the summit of
the mountain pass
has been closed
for traffic since
1967. Excerpts:
Wikipedia,
downloaded
06.05.2017.}
They were
thinking of the life
they left behind.
Group photo in Spittal an der Drau Displaced Persons Camp,
Frank and Mary
Austria.
Bucar were both
of peasant families
knowledge whether he was dead or
and they worked as gardeners and
alive until he showed up at the front
caretakers at nearby Strmol Castle,
door of his home in Smartno, Slovenia,
which was occupied by the Germans.
having walked all the way back from
They left behind fond memories and
Russia – over 1,000 miles.
a very beautiful Alpine country. My
parents always talked of the beauty
The Refugee Camp in Spittal,
of the country and the good times
Austria 1945-1950
and friends they had before the war.
After an arduous and dangerous
{Historical note: Strmol Castle is
spring journey of many days, my
located at the foot of Dvorjanski hrib
parents finally made their way through
near the villages of Češnjevek, Grad and
the Lojbelj Pass and into the safety
Dvorje, in the municipality of Cerklje
of Austria. My uncle, Jože, was one
na Gorenjskem, Slovenia. It is one of the
such individual who was among the
few castles in Slovenia to retain a Slovene
victims of the so-called repatriations.
name throughout its history.}
{Historical note: Most were returned
They were thinking of the family
to Yugoslavia by the British military
and friends they left behind and may
administration after WWII, and many
never see again. Mary was leaving a
were executed by the new communist
sister, Marija, who would care for her
authorities. The total number of
infant son, Vid, and thought about her
Domobranci summarily executed in mass
other three sisters - Paula, Stephanie,
executions by the authorities exceeds
and Frances - who went to America
11,400. Excerpts, Wikipedia, downloaded
prior to World War II and settled in
06.12.2017.}
the Chicago area. Frank left behind
My parents’ home for the next five
a sister, Mitzka, and two younger
years would find them in a Displaced
brothers, Jože (Joseph), who had joined
Persons Refugee Camp (DP) in Spittal
the Domobranci, and Janez (John),
an der Drau, Austria. Thousands of
who was conscripted into the German
refugees found shelter here and a small
Army when the Germans invaded and
town was created. {Historical note: The
occupied Yugoslavia.
Spittal Camp was the prison camp used
The method of conscription into
by the German army for mostly Russian
the German army was very simple:
prisoners. In 1945, after the war was
men either joined their army or were
declared “over” the camp was used for
executed right on the spot. Uncle
WWII displaced persons. Two buildings
Janez was sent to the Russian front
and ended up in Odessa, Russia, at
continued on next page
the end of the war. His family had no
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from previous page
were horse stables which were partitioned
with scrap materials and housed several
persons. The Medved family lived in the
horse stables (partitioned for two horses)
for five years. Spittal camp was occupied
by mostly Slovenian refugees (about
6,000). The buildings did not have
any stoves for heat but were creatively
modified by the refugees who made stoves
from scrap materials found around the
camp. Food was distributed from two
kitchens - one for adults and the other
for children. The food was always in
liquid form. Refugees had to bring a
container, which was usually metal cans
found around the camp, with makeshift
wire handles. Refugees also set up schools
and churches within the camp grounds.
Source: Miro Medved, Honorary Consul
Republic of Slovenia.}
Life in the DP camps is seldom
told, and in this way it has become a
denied part of our history and of the
public’s history. But we, the people who
experienced life there are real. We need
our heritage and we have a need to tell
about it.
My Personal Story
I was born on March 18, 1947 in a
DP camp in Spittal {Spittal an der Drau
Displaced Persons Camp}, a place that
no longer exists. I can recall very few
things as a three-year old child living
in the camp. I remember my parents
playing “hide and seek” with me and
when I was standing alone, I began to
cry and then they suddenly appeared
from behind a tree.
I remember my mom bringing hot
chocolate from the camp kitchen in a
quart size metal pail which was brown
or copper in color with a handle made
of wire and wood. This small pail was
one item that my parents brought with
them to America and would later use
to go blueberry picking in the “Gary
Alps” - the hills which surround GaryNew Duluth. I do not remember people
other than my parents in the camp. It
was January or February, 1950, that my
parents, six month-old brother Andrew,
who was also born in the Spittal camp,
and I departed by plane to America.
As a young child, not even realizing
it, I also had a three-and a half year
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old brother who
was left behind in
Yugoslavia to be
raised by our Aunt
Marija Kimovec.
I remember as we
were taking off,
I looked out the
window and saw
a boy in a snowy
field running after
the shadow of the
plane and then
he fell down and
Spitall Camp in winter. Photo by Miro Medved, c. 1949.
looked up at the
and I have vivid memories of my mom
plane. Those are
holding my hand as we walked to his
my only memories as a three-year old
house to pay the rent every month. He
in the camp.
had a large family and as I started grade
school and then on to junior high, we
Arriving in America
played together often, especially sports.
We came directly to Duluth,
There were several events which I
Minnesota and settled in the multirecall while living in the apartment
ethnic neighborhood of Gary-New
building. In the winter of 1951, the
Duluth. We were sponsored by
year after we arrived in the United
the Catholic Church, specifically,
States, I remember looking out of our
St. Elizabeth’s Parish of Gary-New
upstairs window and observing the
Duluth. The church also helped my
large amount of snow and the big city
dad find employment at U.S. Steel in
plow with the V-front end creating
Morgan Park. The management at
large snowbanks as it plowed. My
U.S. Steel used an integrated system
dad shoveled some of the snow to
to assimilate the new refugee-era
make a slide for us and then use a
employees by having them work in the
sprinkler can to pour water over it in
same department and their foreman
order to “ice it up.” This made sure
was Serbian.
we got some speed as we went down
At that time, the primary language
the slide on our sleds. Another event
of Yugoslavia was Serbo-Croatian,
in 1952/1953, that stands out during
therefore, whether a worker was
that time is when I played outside with
Slovenian, Croatian, or Serbian, it was
the neighborhood kids and suddenly,
quite easy to communicate while also
around the corner of a building came
learning English. Evening English
a huge dog which we thought was a
language classes were offered in the
horse. No, it wasn’t a horse, but a very
community and they had a graduation
large Great Dane. It was brown and,
picnic for immigrants who completed
their language course in preparation for fortunately, not vicious. The owner
of this massive dog was a bar owner
the naturalization process to become a
Joe Inforzato who appears later in my
U.S. citizen.
story.
We lived in an apartment building
Growing up in the Gary-New
with two other families. The
Duluth neighborhood was a unique
apartment was very close to one of the
experience. It was a very multi-ethnic
entrances to the steel plant - only three
neighborhood and, although most of
blocks away - and my dad walked to
the neighborhood children were not
work along with the husbands of the
refugees like my family, they were of
other two families. The apartment
Slavic nationalities. Most were from
building was owned by another
Slovenian, Serbian, and Croatian
employee in the plant and he was a
backgrounds. As I was growing up, I
great landlord. He lived a couple of
blocks from the apartment building
continued on next page
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from previous page
spoke two languages - Slovenian and
English. It was very easy for me to
speak both languages as I didn’t even
know I was speaking two different
languages. My parents spoke Slovenian
in our home, and when I went outside
to play with all of the kids in the
neighborhood, we spoke English. In
the early 1950s, we didn’t own a
television but we had a radio. Many
times we were invited to the neighbors
to watch TV - in black and white with
quite a bit of “snow” interference on
the screen.
Usually on Sundays after church, we
had a wonderful meal of homemade egg
noodles with beef soup and Slovenian
fried potatoes and green lettuce from
the garden. Sunday afternoon found
my parents turning on the radio to
listen to polka music and quite often,
there would be a Slovenian band
featured.
As I was growing up, my nickname
was “Frankie.” One day when I was
about seven or eight years old, we
walked to school and one of the kids
called me “Frankie Yankovic.” I had
no idea who “Frankie Yankovic” was.
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One Sunday afternoon as the radio was
tuned to the polka show, I heard the
name, “Frankie Yankovic, America’s
Polka King.” Then I knew who the
neighborhood kid was referring to
when he called me by that name. At
that age, it still had no effect on me.
Some items did have an effect on me.
Once I had started school, there was
some name-calling, not by the children,
but by their parents. Refugees were
sometimes called, “DPs”, meaning
Displaced Persons. This was a
derogatory term and it had a lasting
effect. These “DPs” were displaced
because of war in their homelands and,
when forced to flee for their lives, were
left without a country. America was
a countless blessing as she opened her
arms to these stateless refugees. Many
refugees worked in the Steel Mill of
Duluth or the Iron Ore Mines of the
Iron Range. These were hard working
people who truly appreciated their long
awaited freedom.
In 1955 or 1956, my dad purchased
a single family home, which was a half
block from the apartment building in
which we lived. It was a small, wellmaintained, one-bedroom home. There

were five in the family, mom and dad,
brother Andrew (born in the refugee
camp in Spittal), and brother John
(born in Duluth). With four boys
in the household, and one in former
Yugoslavia, there was still room for a
girl, Mary - “Meechy” - our youngest
sibling.
The family was complete, except for
one thing. One son, now fifteen years
old, was not with the rest of the family.
During my formative years, the only
connection I had to my older brother
was from a few pictures and some of
the artwork that our Aunt Mitzka, sent
on occasion. We never talked to him
as the family had no phone, and, for
that matter, no one in his village had
a phone. The only phones were at the
police station and the post office.
After years of saving money and
acquiring an attorney, it was time
for brother Vid to join the rest of the
family. During the 1959 summer recess
from school, our brother and son joined
us. It was a usual summer day with
the neighborhood kids playing baseball,
then we were summoned home to
continued on next page
Photos of Displaced Persons
Camp, Austria, courtesy of
Miro Medved, c. 1949.

Waiting in the food line.

Makeshift chimney from one of the stalls.

Outside view of the horse barn.
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from previous page
meet our new brother. It was a strange
feeling indeed as we first laid eyes upon
him. I was twelve years old and he was
fifteen. Although he could not speak
any English other than “hello,” it was
fortunate that my siblings and I could
speak Slovenian.
After meeting with school officials, it
was decided that it would be best if Vid
joined me in the seventh grade at Stowe
School, since his formal education
in Yugoslavia took him through the
equivalent of the sixth grade, and for
his ready access to me as a translator.
Integration into the family went fairly
well except for a couple of incidents
that may have set him onto his own
individualism. One day we thought we
would teach him to play baseball, but
that didn’t go too well. As I pitched
the baseball to him, he took a good
swing, but instead of hitting the ball
with the bat, he hit the ball with his
knuckles! So much for baseball or for
any sport. Even though I was fairly
good at sports, I couldn’t compare to
Vid as he really knew how to chop
wood. He had a lot of experience
chopping wood in Yugoslavia.
Vid felt quite at home helping mom
with the dishes and chores around the
house; the rest of us were absolutely
horrible at helping around the house.
He excelled in art and story-telling.
Stories involved his experience with
his childhood friends and the mischief
they got into while growing up and
the patience our Aunt Mitzka must
have had. These stories were funny,
but I felt that he may have stretched
the truth a bit about some of these
experiences. I thought that our family
had it tough financially while we
were growing up, but it was nothing
compared to what Vid went through
growing up and attending school under
a communist government.
His learning of the English language
didn’t start smoothly either. Before
he learned the alphabet, he picked
up quite a few cuss words as that is
what he saw as graffiti on buildings
and telephone poles. Now as we both
entered the 7th grade, I was placed into
a structure which I had not previously
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experienced. Even though I spoke
joined the United States military. Vid
Slovenian at home, I never had to speak joined the Army National Guard,
it out of the home. Vid was seated
but was injured during basic training
next to me in all of our classes. I had
and medically discharged. This was
never been in this situation. Vid would disheartening for him as he really
ask me a question in Slovenian and I
wanted to serve in the United States
needed to respond in Slovenian. All
military. I joined the United States
of the kids looked at me strangely and
Army Reserve in 1966. Andrew served
wondered “what kind of lingo is that?”
in the United States Army for two
It was awkward for me, (at the time)
years in Germany. John joined the
to speak in another language in front
United States Marines and served in
of my classmates, even embarrassing.
Vietnam. Our dad was proud of us as
Now, I wish I could speak many
he would have loved to serve in the
different languages.
United States.
Vid was a quick learner and it wasn’t
{Frank Bucar in still writing his
long before he spoke English more than full story, including the family’s active
he spoke Slovenian. It didn’t take him
involvement in the U.S. military, his love
long to get on the Honor Roll in school. of traditional Slovenian music and his
Now that he easily conversed in
family.}
English, another part of his personality
Coincidences: A picture taken at
emerged - his knack for story-telling.
a wedding in the early 1950s shows
His were extremely funny stories of his me looking up at a pretty girl with
childhood in Slovenia. To me, many of
long pigtails, Leopolda Bajda. Then
his stories verged on the improbable!
I realized who she was more than 60
Nevertheless, at lunch recess, Vid drew years later: Leopolda and I were in the
a large gathering of classmates and he
Spittal Refugee Camp at the same time.
shared his stories. Maybe it was his
Mom and dad fleeing for their
accent which he still carried, but Vid’s
lives from their homeland and the
popularity soared.
communist takeover of Yugoslavia, to
After completing the 9th grade at
live in a refugee camp for 5 years as
Stowe School, we moved on to Morgan
Displaced Persons. Then coming to the
Park High School. Vid was, by now,
land of freedom and opportunity, the
well versed in the English language and United States of America, and having
he no longer needed to be in the same
their children and grandchildren return
classroom with me. Vid continued
to their new, young, and democratic
excelling in his artwork and I was
country of Slovenia, and with their
immersed in sports.
involvement in the military to make
My parents shared stories about
this happen.
the good times they had in the “Old
Vid passed away on June 12, 2015,
Country,” a slang term used for their
just three days short of his 71st
former country. They couldn’t help but birthday and on the same day that Aunt
talk about its beauty, the music, and its
Mitzka, (Marija) passed on June 12,
culture. They talked about the difficult
1969, forty-six years earlier.
times they had living under
communism and the freedoms
they never had. My parents
were thankful for the freedom
that America offered.
After graduation from
high school, Vid and I found
employment with U.S. Steel in
Morgan Park and we lived at
home. Traditionally, families
in Slovenia live in the same
household until they marry. In
1965 - considered the start of
Vid Bucar’s cemetery memorial.
the Vietnam era - the four boys
Photo by Frank Bucar.
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News From Our Affiliates
Please visit the St. Louis County
Historical Society’s website – www.
thehistorypeople.org – and click on
“Affiliates” for pertinent information.

Ely-Winton Historical Society
1900 E. Camp Street
Ely, MN 55731
218.365.3226

Ely-Winton Historical Society no
longer has a functioning website, but
does have a FaceBook page: EWHS or
Ely-Winton Historical Society.
Ely Winton Historical Society
A new exhibit, under construction,
on an early 20th Century sewing room
will include a Singer treadle sewing
machine with a seated mannequin
using the machine while her child
watches.
Summer History Nights have been
scheduled also.
June 14. David Kess. If It Fits It’s
Finnish
David Kess talked about Finnish log
construction and the building of the
sauna display in the museum. Logs
were first felled in the forest, hewn on
two opposite sides, and the bottom of
logs contoured to fit tightly beneath the
upper one, and each end individually
notched both above and below to make
a perfect weather proof fit. They used
a broad axe. Logs were pinned together
by drilling vertical holes and inserting
large wooden dowels. They were
hammered into the logs with mallets.
Such log building was considered a skill
and an art.
June 28. Brad Sagen. The Fur Trade
of Northeastern Minnesota
Brad Sagen, retired professor,
University of Iowa, is an environment
and wilderness advocate. His interest
in Native Americans and the fur trade
developed from his working on tribal
issues concerning the environment.
His talk concerned the fur trade, the

only substantial economic activity in
northeastern Minnesota from initial
European contact with American
Indians in the 1600s to statehood in
1858. The fur trade largely determined
the movement of American Indians
in the region, their relationship with
Europeans, and conflicts in the region
among Britain, France, and the U.S.
July 12. Mary Groeninger. Ely’s
Trees
Mary Groeninger’s talk was an
overview of the trees found around
Ely, their life expectancy, and the
replacement of trees with other species
designed for this area.
July 26.  Jeffrey Kroll. Older Than
Dirt
In his youth, Jeff Kroll, US Forestry
Service, grew gardens, harvested
fish, deer, berries and wild rice. His
passion for gardening and promoting
local foods is a major part of his life
near Virginia, MN. He applies his
knowledge regarding soil-landscapebiotic relationships to help manage
the Superior National Forest in a
sustainable way. He will assist with
in updating the ecological land types
and phases in that forest. He is part of
the interdisciplinary teams to review
projects on the Superior National
Forest and make recommendations to
help minimize impact.
August 9. Mike Schrage. Elk in
Minnesota
Mike Schrage, a wildlife biologist
with the Fond du Lac Band, gave an
overview of the history and biology
of elk in Minnesota, and discuss
the Band’s hopes for restoring
Omashkoozoog (elk) to traditional
tribal lands. Elk used to inhabit most
of Minnesota and were prominent
in the diet and culture of the Ojibwe
and Dakota peoples.  With the coming
of agriculture and market hunting,
elk were extirpated from most of
their original range.  The last native
wild elk were seen in Minnesota in

1932.  Today Minnesota elk number
about 130 animals and inhabit
only the far northwest corner of
Minnesota, a small fraction of their
former range.  The Fond du Lac
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, the
University of Minnesota and the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation are studying
the feasibility of restoring elk to
northeast Minnesota.  
As a tribal wildlife biologist since
1995, he is expected to be the expert on
everything from tribal treaty rights to
moose biology to the proper care and
handling of baby robins that have fallen
from the nest. He is graduated from
the University of Idaho and Virginia
Tech.

Hibbing Historical Society &
Museum
Memorial Building
23rd St. & 5th Ave.
Hibbing, MN 55746
218.263.8522
www.hibbinghistory.com

The Hibbing Historical Society has
enjoyed a busy several months this
spring and early summer. On Friday
night, May 5, the place to be was
the historic Androy in downtown
Hibbing for the annual fundraising
dinner. This year’s theme was the
History of Lumbering in the Hibbing
Area. Curator Erica Larson selected an
array of artifacts and photos from the
Society’s collection for a special onenight-only display around the dining
room. Over 100 attendees studied
the display and enjoyed learning from
it, while discussing the items with
fellow diners over a wonderful buffet
dinner. Two special guests from the
St. Louis County Historical Society,
JoAnne Coombe, Executive Director,
and Kathleen Cargill, Administrative
Assistant, attended the event. Thanks
to the generosity of many individuals
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News From Our Affiliates

A view of the silent auction at the Spring Fundraiser.

and businesses, a variety of tempting Silent
Auction items enticed people to bid often!
Everything from having a room professionally
painted to a hand-crafted steel fire ring were
available for bidding, with the lucky winners
announced at the end of the evening. Hibbing
Board of Governors member, and retired school
librarian, Linda Suihkonen, presented an
informative and entertaining program about
area logging and the legends of the greatest
logger of all: Paul Bunyan!
The next fundraiser for the Society was held
Friday, June 16, at Palmer’s Tavern in the Park
Addition area of Hibbing. This “Burger Bash”
was a great success on a beautiful summer’s
evening. Along with delicious burgers and
sides, a split-the-pot drawing and raffle items
had people talking and enjoying themselves.
Through the generous donations of individuals
and businesses, this was a rousing event.
The Society received exciting news that a much
hoped for Minnesota Historical Society Legacy
Grant for nearly $8,500 has been approved!
The funds are earmarked to cover the costs of
cataloging, accessioning, and storing materials
for the Aubin photo collection. Curator Erica
Larson and volunteers have begun the process
to make this insightful and priceless collection
available to the public.
The Museum is greeting locals and visitors
as the summer gets underway. Stop by to say
“Hello” on Tuesday thru Friday, 10:00 -2:00,
and other times by appointment.

Minnesota Museum of Mining

701 Lake St. W.
Chisholm, MN 55719
218.254.3711
www.mnmuseumofmining.org
FaceBook page: Minnesota Museum of Mining

A view of the new Memorial Building (where the current museum is located)
during construction dated June 29, 1935.

The Minnesota Museum of Mining is now
open for the summer season Monday through
Saturday from 9AM to 5 PM, and on Sunday
from 1-5 PM. It is the only museum of its
kind in the country, dedicated to preserving
the history of the Iron Mining Industry in
Minnesota and telling the story of the women
and
continued page 13
men
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News From Our Affiliates
who made a life working on the Iron
Range.
The Museum educates visitors about
the history of mining in Minnesota,
and illustrates the life of ordinary
people, mostly immigrant families,
from the earliest years of European
settlement and mining in Chisholm.
School groups from around the
state come to the museum to learn
about mining from past to present,
and are guided through the displays
by volunteers. The museum sends
informational packets including a
curriculum guide for use in teaching
the history of mining in northern
Minnesota to elementary teachers in
northeastern Minnesota.
This summer’s events include: The
3rd annual Iron Pour with artists from
Igneous Metal Arts; and the Laurentian
Northern Rail Club had their display
set up for Father’s Day weekend.

Sisu Heritage Inc.

P. O. Box 127
Embarrass, MN 55732
219.984.3048
FaceBook pages: Friend of Seitaniemi
Housebarn and Sisu Heritage

Tower-Soudan Historical
Society
404 Pine St.
P. O. Box 465
Tower, Minnesota 55790
218.753.2301
tshistory@accessmn.com

Tower-Soudan Historical Society
Begins an Oral History Project
Museums have many sources to
draw from when approaching the past.
Newspapers, census data, diaries,
letters, photographs, memoirs, and
other documents all have their place.
But oral history has unique benefits
that no other historical source provides.
However, oral history allows people

to learn about the perspectives of
individuals who might not otherwise
appear in the historical record.
Everyday people sometimes fall
through the cracks in the written
records. Oral history allows people
to tell their own stories in their own
words. Interviewees have a chance
to participate in the creation of the
historical retelling of their lives. The
Tower-Soudan Historical Society will
soon gather histories of people of this
area. If you, or someone you know,
are interested
in sharing
your story, call
Mary Shedd
218.753.6110.

Finland’s centennial theme “Together
Yhdessä” reflects the success of
its people in working together for
education, equity and openness in
government. Finnish immigrants to
this area brought with them ideas,
aspirations, practices and character
traits rooted in the land of their birth,
and worked together here to build new
communities.
Our display is a small introduction to
the story of pioneer Finnish Americans,
the generations that followed, and the
connections to Finland that continue
even today. Mary
Erickson, Jeanne
Maki and Betty
Pond worked
energetically to put
the final touches
Train Layout in
on the exhibit,
Depot Museum
which opened on
The Depot
June 4, when the
Museum will
Finnish Embassysponsored Traveling
feature an electric
Sauna arrived for
train layout in
the day at Olcott
the former ticket
Park. The exhibit
master office.
A view of the exhibits at the Spring
will
continue into
While you are
Fundraiser.
December. Tervetuloa
visiting the Depot,
– Welcome to all!
check out the depot shop. We feature a
A second exhibit opened on May
variety of local artists’ work, as well as
21
at Virginia’s B’nai Abraham
an expanded selection of railroad and
Museum
and Cultural Center. Created
mining items. Also more options are
by Harry Lamppa, it tells about the
available to go along with gold panning.
Prohibition Era. On display are posters,
Check it out!
photographs and artifacts including
a still, wine press and barrels, and
Virginia Area Historical
authentic corked bottles of moonshine,
all from our collections. This exhibit
Society Heritage Museum
will be on display through mid-October.
800 – 9th Ave. No.
Musical events at the Center,
Virginia, MN 55792
sponsored by our partners Friends of
218.741.1136
B’nai Abraham, are underway. The
virginiamnmuseum.com
upcoming schedule include classical
music by performers from the Northern
The Virginia Area Historical Society
Lights Music Festival on July 15 and
celebrates the 100th anniversary of
includes the Singing Slovenes on
Finland’s independence from Russia
with a new temporary exhibit depicting September 16.
the influence of that country upon
the landscape and cultural history of
northern Minnesota.
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Veterans Memorial Hall News
Commemorating the Gulf War:
the 2017 Veterans Memorial Hall 5k Fun Run/Walk
By Kathleen Cargill

T

his annual event was held
Saturday, May 20, beginning/
ending at The Other Place Bar
and Grill in Rice Lake. The race was
organized by John Werner and John
Marshall, both members of the Veterans
Memorial Advisory Committee. Before
9 AM on a cold spring day, about 30
intrepid walkers/runners gathered at
the starting line on Calvary Road. Individuals, families, older and younger
runners made up the runners. For
some this was their second or third
time in the race. Despite the cold, running times were good.
Congratulations are in order to the
First Place male winner, Trent Spry
with the time of 24:08. Calla Johnson
was the First Place female winner with
the time of 27:45. And the First Place
youth winner was fifth-grader Seth
Werner with the time of 30:14. Winners received a copy of A County Built
on Iron: St. Louis County, Minnesota
1856-2006 by Bill Beck – a Donning
Publishers book marketed through the

First Place male winner, Trent Spry with the time of 24:08. Calla Johnson was the
First Place female winner with the time of 27:45. And the First Place youth winner
was fifth-grader Seth Werner with the time of 30:14.
St. Louis County Historical Society.
In addition to individual support,
the race was well-sponsored by local
businesses and industries including:
Johnson Excavating, Northland Constructors, Hartels/DBJ, United Piping,
Grandma’s, Miller Creek, Halvor Lines
Trucking, Kraus-Anderson, KwikTrip, Perkins, Jamar, CLA Health and
Welfare Christian Labor Association,
US Bank, Minnesota Power Foundation

and Lenard Electric. Local military
organizations that supported the race
are: Northland Vietnam Veterans Association, and the Military Order of the
Purple Heart.
The 2018 Annual 5K Fun Run/Walk
will be held next May 19, 2018 starting
at The Other Place Bar and Grill, E.
Calvary Road, Rice Lake, MN.

St. Louis County Historical Society Board of Governors
Neill Atkins
Michele Hakala-Beeksma
Vice President
David Bouschor
Leone Graf, President
Paul Gregersen
Ronald Hein, Treasurer
Dwight Nelson
Jim Schwarzbauer
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Gail Sheddy, Secretary
Anntoinette Thorstad
Julie Vizanko

John Werner
Affiliate Board Members
Leone Graf,
Sisu Heritage, Inc.
Mary Keyes,
Hibbing Historical Society
Jeanne Maki,
Virginia Area Historical Society
Mathew Marolt,
Minnesota Museum of Mining
Gail Sheddy, Secretary
Ely-Winton Historical Society
Douglas M. Workman,

Tower-Soudan Historical Society
Patrick Boyle, St. Louis County
Commissioner
Michael Jugovich, St. Louis
County Commissioner (alt)
Ken Buehler,
Duluth HPC Liaison
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Veterans Memorial Hall News
Grand re-opening of the VMH Gallery

Cake celebrating the gallery reopening was decorated by Mt.
Royal Market.

Window exhibit showcasing the USS Duluth Presentation
Silver on loan from the US Navy.

Official ribbon cutting by Veterans David Wheat (Vietnam)
and Warren High (World War II).

Basic Genealogy Workshop
By Kathleen Cargill
The St. Louis County Historical Society
hosted a workshop entitled Basic
Genealogy: How to Create a Working
Binder on Thursday, July 13, from 9:30
AM to noon in the Ruth Maney Room
on the ground floor of the Depot. The
10 attendees learned how to search

for, understand and sort through
historical and family documents to
create an easy-to-read binder. A
Toolkit for Beginners - free to attendees
– included local, state and national
resource as well as tips for successful
genealogy research. The workshop
will be repeated November 16, and is

free and open to the public. Kathleen
Cargill is the workshop leader and an
experienced teacher of basic genealogy.
Seating is limited, so if you want to be
included in the November workshop,
please contact the Society at 733.7586
to reserve a place! Refreshments are
always served.
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