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Following the Paths of our People and Places

Almanac Singers visited Duluth in 1941
By Anthony Bush

and undisciplined, and Seeger (who went by
the stage name of Pete Bowers at the time)
straight-laced and polite—pushed on in the
Buick with stops in Portland, Oregon, Seattle (where they first encountered the word
“hootenanny”), and Butte, Montana, before
reaching Duluth.
They stayed as guests of Henry and Irene
Paull for about a week in the early fall. Ac-

“The phone rang on a busy Monday morning. ‘Is this Calamity
Jane?’ the voice on the
other end of the wire
had a Texas drawl.
‘Well, this is one of the
Almanac singers. Been
tourin’ the
West Coast and
thought we’d
Anthony Bush, Historian
just sort’a
drop in on you
folks and exchange songs.’”
– Irene Paull, “Midwest Labor,” Oct.
3, 1941
Irene Levine Paull was a social reformer, writer, and newspaper editor
from Duluth. She used the pseudonym
Calamity Jane when writing for “Midwest Labor,” a regional newspaper of
the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) that she founded as “The
Timber Worker” with her cousin, Sam
Davis.
The man on the phone, Woody
Guthrie, and his traveling companion,
Pete Seeger, were passing through on Woody Guthrie and Pete Seeger as they appeared in “Midwest Labor” on Oct. 3, 1941
their way back to their homes in New
cording to “Midwest Labor,” “[They]…visYork City.
it[ed] the logging camps to sing their songs
The five-man Almanac Singers, a folk-and- and to get some new ones from the timber
union music group, had been on tour, in a giant workers…They…appeared before Klearflax
1929 Buick, in support of the CIO in 1941.
Union, Western Paint Union, the National
The $250 advance from recording two albums
Maritime Union Hall. They were on the air
the night before they left home helped get the
over WEBC…before going to visit Mead’s
tour started. Pete Hawes, ill when they began,
Timber Camps at Hovland…”
quit at their first stop in Philadelphia in early
Seeger recalled their performance at
July. The trip included singing for workers
Hovland: “We walked up to the center, sang
in Pittsburgh, Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee,
a song. There was dead silence. We sang
Minneapolis, Denver, San Francisco, and Los
another song, there was still dead silence.
Angeles. After L.A., Lee Hays and Mill LamWe looked at each other and said, ‘Suppose
pell had their fill and headed home.
Continued on Page 10...
The singing odd couple—Guthrie, coarse
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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
By JoAnne Coombe
The St. Louis County Historical Society President Leone Graf
nominated Command Sergeant Major, US Army (Ret) John S.
Werner for the Depot Foundation’s Community Enrichment
Award for his outstanding accomplishments in the preservation
of history and enrichment of the Duluth community. On October
18, John was awarded the 2018 Arts and Culture Community
Enrichment Award during the Depot Foundations annual Circle of
Friends Awards Dinner at the Depot.
The St. Louis County Historical Society partners with county
veterans to collect, preserve, interpret and promote the rich and
diverse human experiences
of veterans, their families
and communities through
museum and archival
programs. The Society’s
Veterans Memorial Hall
Program reflects a commitment to veterans by
way of dedicated space
and programming in the
St. Louis County Heritage
& Arts Center, the Depot.
However, preservation of
veterans’ history is often
reflected through memorial
projects located throughout
the County and the City of
Duluth. The USS Duluth
Sergeant Major, US Army (Ret) John S. Werner
Anchor Memorial on
Duluth’s Lake Walk was

made possible by the leadership and dedication of John Werner.
The Society’s success is directly related to the contribution
of dedicated volunteers and board members. John is regarded
as one of the Society’s most outstanding board members based
on his record of preserving history through the acquisition of
artifacts. The remarkable story behind the acquisition of the massive anchor from the USS Duluth, and its installation as a formal
memorial dedicated on August 22, 2014, was made possible by
donations of labor and materials secured by John Werner (valued
at over $175,000). Visitors to the Lake Walk memorial can link
their cell phones to the internet to learn more about the ship’s
proud 40-year history. The
USS Duluth Crewmembers
Association now plans
reunions and special events
in Duluth and at the Depot
where are exhibited the
ship’s Presentation Silver
Service (2016), a commissioned ship’s replica
(2016), and the ship’s bell
(2018). John was instrumental in securing artifact
loans from the United
States Navy and in securJoAnne Coombe, Executive Director
ing the financial support
of the Crewmembers Association. Crew members have provided
their service stories for the VMH website (www.vets-hall.org).
These relationships are promoted and sustained by John as a link
between retired Captains, the crew, and Society staff. The crew
members have united to affirm that John selflessly dedicates himself to the preservation of Duluth history.
John Werner plans and secures sponsorships for the Annual
Veterans Memorial Hall 5K Fun Run where his connections as
a veteran, a board member, and Mayor of Rice Lake ensure a
successful fundraiser. The event raises over $10,000 on average
(2014-2018) for support of Veterans Memorial Hall Program and,
therefore, the preservation of history.
As Mayor Emily Larson summarized in her letter of support John deserves this prestigious award…
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THANK YOU TO THE DEPOT FOUNDATION FOR ITS SUPPORT OF THE ST. LOUIS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

SLCHS Statues
Honoring Veterans
David Wheat/ Vietnam, Duluth International
Airport

Events
Antique Appraisals – Third Wednesday of the
month from January through November, Noon
to 3 PM

Joseph P. Gomer/ World War II, Duluth International Airport
Old Country Memories Artwork by Albin
Zaverl/ Fesler Gallery
A County Built on Iron/ 2nd floor

Lunch with the History People – Ruth Maney
Room, January through October, Noon to 1 PM

Depot Square/ Lake Superior Railroad Museum, ground floor

Veterans Memorial Hall 14th Annual Veterans
Remembrance Dinner December 6, 2018
5 to 7 PM. Speaker: Ronald Hein, Society
Treasurer. The Evolution of Armor in the
United States Army.

J. C. Ryan Forest History Photographs by
William F. Roleff, and four paintings by Dale
Lyons/ 3rd floor

Exhibits
St. Louis County Historical Society Exhibits are
located at the Depot, 506 W. Michigan Street,
Duluth, unless specified otherwise.
Generations of Service/ VMH Gallery

Albert Woolson Last Civil War Soldier/ James
L. Oberstar Terminal, Duluth International
Airport

The Immigrant Waiting Room/ 2nd floor

The Plan, The People, The Promise and Perspectives: The History of the Erie Mining Company/ Minnesota Discovery Center, Chisholm

Lake Superior Ojibwe Gallery with Wigwam
Children’s Interactive/ 4th floor

Melheim Woodcarving/ Fesler Gallery

Features:
Anthony Bush, Historian/Society for
American Baseball Research
Eileen Gannon, Twin Ports Genealogical Societyistorian/Society

Case Exhibit/ Virginia Courthouse

Desert Medics/ 477th Medical Company, Canal
Park

Albin Zaverl Art Installation/ Depot Board
Room

Rootprints staff:
JoAnne Coombe, Project Manager
Kathleen M. Cargill, Editor
Paul M. Gregersen, Graphic Design

Women in the Military/ Hibbing Courthouse

Crossroads of the Continent: The History of
St. Louis County – 1856 to Date/ 2nd floor

Priley Woodcarving Collection/ Fesler Gallery

Contributors

Traveling Exhibits

History of the Depot Great Hall/ Great Hall, 3rd Return to the River/ Lake Superior Maritime
floor
Visitor Center

Ivy Vainio American Indian Photo Exhibit/
stairway installation

Hill of Three Waters/ Small Fesler Gallery

Albert Woolson/ Civil War, Depot Garden

The Man Behind the Medal: Major Henry A.
Courtney, Jr. Exhibit/ 3rd floor
SLCHS contributing staff:
JoAnne Coombe, Executive Director
Kathleen M. Cargill, Administrative Asst.
Julie A. Bolos,
Manager of Administrative Services
Samantha M. Tubbs,
Collections Manager/Exhibits Curator
Pippi Mayfield,
Veterans Memorial Hall Program Asst.
Jay Hagen,
Veterans Memorial Hall Program Asst.
Michele Hakala-Beeksma,
BOG Vice President
Rachel McNeill, Museum Asst.

The Society Traveling Exhibit Program has 16
exhibits that may be borrowed by organizations or businesses for varying lengths of time.
Please contact Kathleen Cargill, kathleen@
thehistorypeople.org, 218.733.7586, for more
information, or access the Society’s website
www.thehistorypeople.org.

Affiliate contributor:
Tower-Soudan Historical Society,
Douglas Workman
News from other Affiliates may be
found on the St. Louis County website:
www.thehistorypeople.org.
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LUNCH WITH THE HISTORY PEOPLE
By Julie Bolos

book entitled The Ku Klux Klan in Minnesota through Arcadia
Publishing and The History Press on their website (https://www.
arcadiapublishing.com).
The 2019 “Lunch with the History People” season runs May –
October. Presentations are held from noon to 1 PM on the third
Thursday of the month. Further details will be posted next spring
on our website and Facebook page at https://www.thehistorypeople.org/news-and-resources and https://www.facebook.com/stlouiscountyhistoricalsociety/.

On September 20, author and educator Elizabeth Dorsey Hatle
exposed the history of The Ku Klux Klan in Minnesota. Her presentation, based on extensive research, included details not in her
book. She discovered that the Klan expanded beyond the Twin
Cities forming Chapters on the Iron Range and in Duluth.
According to Elizabeth, “The ‘typical’ Klan member was
white, Protestant and ‘native’ stock.” Her research revealed that
the KKK became active in
Minnesota in 1920
and continued to
be active through
1930. She documented 51 KKK
chapters in the state
and two WKKK
chapters consisting
of female members.
Minnesota Klan
members worked
in all areas of the
community, including law enforcement. Klan Member Earle Brown
was the Hennepin County Sheriff, Chief of the Minnesota Highway Patrol and the Republican Governor
candidate in 1932. In fact, several members ran
for or held political office. Stafford King was the
Minnesota American Legion Adjunct; his KKK
membership card number was 1233. He may have
be better known as the Minnesota State Auditor.
Similar to nationally publicized Klan events,
Minnesota Klan members burned crosses and intimidated individuals. The Duluth Chapters developed
just months after the lynchings in Duluth. Elizabeth
supported the creation of the Clayton-Jackson-McGhie Memorial. She said, “We’ve also seen in
recent years how these same ‘issues’ that united the
Klan in the 1920s have resurfaced and remain with
us today.”
To learn more about the KKK’s history in MinTOP: A list of Duluth members of the KKK. BOTTOM: An article documenting the Hennepin County Sheriff as a KKK member.
nesota, purchase a copy of Elizabeth Dorsey Hatle’s
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THE ALPHABET SOUP THAT IS YOUR DNA
By Eileen Gannon
Do you ever wonder what the big fuss is all about when discussions turn to one of the hot topics of the day: “have you had
your DNA tested?” The study of genetic genealogy using DNA
is the second revolution to occur in genealogy in the last twenty
years; the first is the emergence of the internet with its much
easier access to records documenting our ancestors’ lives. Both
are bound to revolutionize genealogy in ways we could never
imagine!
Clever TV ads seem to imply that if you have your DNA
tested with a certain company, you may be able to switch your
lederhosen for a kilt, but, truth be told, it is a little more complicated. Family historians around the world are latching on to this
developing science primarily as a means of finding living 2nd
to 5th cousins who could assist them in breaking through “brick
walls” or dead ends in their family tree research.
The process of finding cousins, especially distant cousins,
through genetic testing is far from black and white, unfortunately.
The distribution of autosomal DNA from an individual’s parents,
grandparents, great-grandparents (and back through the generations) is incredibly random - thus the term “Alphabet Soup.”
Each of four major testing companies generates a list of matches
for a test taker based on other test takers in their database who

share what the company considers significant amounts of DNA.
Full-blood siblings, half-siblings, aunts/uncles, parents, grandparents, and 1st and 2nd cousins will share enough in common
to confirm that close relationship. But a word of caution here,
even full-blood siblings may have enough differences in their
DNA profiles to generate a few matches that may not be shared
matches with their siblings.
The match list may have hundreds, and perhaps thousands,
of matches with the closest matches at the top of the list, but the
majority will be in the 3rd-5th cousin range or beyond. At this
point, family genealogists will probably study their matches using online trees or lists of ancestral surnames/locations and then
contact those more distant matches to collaborate directly with
them for the purpose of determining a common ancestral couple.
These genetic cousins sometimes have information, maybe even
pictures that the genealogist does not have. The information can
open up new vistas, new avenues of research, and possibly help
push each family tree back in time!
And, of course, many relatives discovered through DNA testing will likewise be avid family historians, and you will spend
hours of fun discussing the family tree with like-minded individuals who share the passion of genealogy. So, with all these
benefits of DNA testing, the real question is not so much why
turn to DNA….but rather: Why not?

New Guide for Eli's Farm
By Samantha M. Tubbs
During the summer, and with grant funds from the Depot
Foundation, the St. Louis County Historical Society hired
Jonathan Lindberg as a Museum Assistant. Jonathan worked exclusively with the Society’s Eli’s Farm exhibit. He selected new
interactive elements for the farm as well as created a training and
learning guide for the space. Jonathan researched Eli Wirtanen,
his farm, his construction techniques, as well as his journey to the
area. Jonathan also focused on Finnish immigration as a whole –
in the hope of tying in the Society’s adjacent Immigrant Waiting
Room exhibit. The training guide – a resource for future docents
to the space – was edited by curatorial staff to allow for easy
printing and to create handouts for patrons visiting the children’s
interactive farm with their families. This learning guide also directs visitors to the real-life farm located in Makinen, Minnesota.
Jonathan Lindberg
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NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE DAY
By Michele Hakala-Beeksma
November is National Native American Heritage Month
which is when we pay tribute to the rich ancestry and traditions
of the Indigenous people who inhabited this land for centuries.
The St. Louis County Historical Society, with the guidance of
its American Indian Advisory Committee, hosted its Native
American Heritage Day event on Saturday, November 24, 2018.
It was a day to share local Ojibwe culture through speakers,
music, art, artifacts, and a traditional feast. We also celebrated
and honored the opening of the Hill of Three Waters exhibit in
the small Fesler Gallery, and a new story and cultural sharing
wigwam in the Lake Superior Ojibwe Gallery with a traditional
feast. A traditional feast features food that was part of a traditional hunting and gathering way of life, is a way of showing
respect, and has a spiritual aspect. These foods are given by the
Creator and we share them with the community and our ancestors who have gone before us to ask them to watch over our
work at the St. Louis County Historical Society - although today
we sometimes must make modern day adjustments!
The activities of the Heritage Day celebration included a
men’s drum group, speakers Vern Zacher from Fond du Lac,
Michele Hakala-Beeksma from Grand Portage - both from the
St. Louis County Historical Society American Indian Advisory

Committee - and children made a replica Ojibwe duck decoy out
of different material. There were decoys made of cattails as examples/display models for them to see. As many as 300 people
attended this annual event.
The Hill of Three Waters exhibit features a mural by John
Michael Cook, St. Louis County artist, along with interpretative
text by Linda LeGarde Grover, Professor of American Indian
Studies, UMD. The mural depicts the area where water flows in
three directions: north to Hudson Bay, south to the Gulf of Mexico by the way of the Mississippi River, and east to the Atlantic
by way of the St. Lawrence River. It is also known as Council
Rock because it is a place that was used by Native Americans for
gatherings. Tribal people could follow the water ways to reach
the area. It is currently on land owned by Hibbing Taconite
Company.
The new wigwam learning area in the Lake Superior Ojibwe
Gallery is a wonderful addition and was designed and constructed by Gordon Manary, Ursa Studio. It depicts what a traditional
Ojibwe home would have looked like. The area will be used for
children’s storytelling and Native Elder talks. Kids can explore
the inside where there are a few reproductions of Ojibwe items
for them to learn about and touch.

MINNESOTA REMEMBERS VIETNAM
By Pippi Mayfield
Throughout the course of this
summer and fall, the St. Louis
County Historical Society and its
Veterans Memorial Hall Program
hosted five events surrounding the
Vietnam War and its veterans. The
purpose was to build relationships
and to engage in the lost narrative
Pippi Mayfield
Veterans Memorial Hall Program Assistant
of those veterans.
Last year, staff applied for a
grant from the Minnesota Humanities Center to host events
that incorporated the PBS documentary, The Vietnam War. The
Society welcomed veterans and their families to Bois Forte Heritage Center in Tower, Hibbing Memorial Building, American
Indian Community Housing Organization (AICHO) in Duluth,
as well as twice to the American Legion in West Duluth. Trained

facilitators shared in conversation with area veterans and heard
about their experiences. We held full group and small group
discussions and enjoyed a meal. Most events included about 20
people; nearly 40 attended the Bois Forte venue. The intimate
settings gave more people a chance to engage in conversation,
which was the objective for these events.
One important goal of the Veterans Memorial Hall Program
is to collect veterans’ oral histories, and these events allowed a
connection with more veterans and have them sign up to share
their invaluable stories. It is important to record personal accounts from those who served and to store them in the Society’s
Albert J. Amatuzio Research Center for generations to come.
Though the events pertaining to the grant are complete, the
Historical Society is working to provide more outreach within
the region. Hosting events like these is one way to build relationships throughout the communities we serve. If you (or any veterans you know) are willing to share your story, please contact
Pippi Mayfield at pippi@thehistorypeople.org or 218-733-7507.
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OPEN HOUSE FOR NEW DIRECTOR OF MHS

(L to R) Leone Graf - SLCHS BOG President, Kent Whitworth - Director and CEO, MNHS, Todd Mahon - Field Services Specialist, MNHS, JoAnne
Coombe - SLCHS Executive Director, Jay Hagen - SLCHS - Veterans Memorial Hall Program Assistant, Michelle Hakala-Beeksma - SLCHS BOG
Vice-President and member of the American Indian Advisory Committee.

Many St. Louis County Historical Society staff traveled to Split Rock Lighthouse, north of Two Harbors, on September 13 for an open house to meet the new Director/CEO of the Minnesota Historical
Society, Kent Whitworth. The open house included a welcome by Kent, a lighting and tour of the lighthouse as well as a networking meet and greet. Over 100 people attended this two-hour evening event.

MEDAL OF HONOR INSTALLED FOR MAJOR HENRY A. COURTNEY, JR.
On November 12, just outside the entrance to the Veterans
Memorial Hall Gallery, family members of Major Henry A.
Courtney, Jr., gathered with Society staff, veterans and members
of the public to formally install a replica of the Medal of Honor
in Medal of Honor Row.
At 1:30 PM, the Duluth Honor Guard presented the colors
and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Following this, Court Storey,
nephew of Major Courtney, spoke about his uncle’s bravery as a
Marine serving in the Pacific Theater during World War II, and
his subsequent death during the Okinawa Campaign 14 and 15
May 1945. Guests received a copy of the Medal of Honor Citation signed by former President Harry S. Truman.

Court also talked passionately about the location of the
original Medal of Honor, housed in the Freedoms Foundation
Museum in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. He emotionally criticized that foundation’s extreme reluctance to allow the St. Louis
County Historical Society to house the Medal of Honor on a
permanent loan basis. He went on to say that repeated attempts
by his family and SLCHS, working through Congressional offices, have been unsuccessful in securing the Medal of Honor for
display in Major Courtney’s home county.
After the colors were retired, guests were served refreshments
and given guided tours of the VMH Gallery.
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Fall Lake and Winton Schools
By Pam Loe Turnbull
A few years ago my
husband Mike and I started looking for a cabin and
ran across a listing from an
Ely area real estate guide
for a year-round historic
home with access to Fall
Lake. Formerly, it had been
a school. Having grown
up in Ely in the 1960s and
‘70s, I was not aware there
had been a school on Fall
Lake. We were intrigued.
Upon further inquiry, we
found the house had been
built in the late 1890s as a
school for the Swallow and
Hopkins Lumber Company.
We purchased the house
in spring 2014 and began
discovering more about this
converted school.
The Maki family gave
us a photocopy of a picture
of the school as it looked in
1900. It showed the original 20’ x
40’ building with five evenly spaced
windows on the east side. We surmised that the west side also had
five windows. The original entrance
on the north end was, at some point,
replaced by a wood-burning fireplace. There are twenty-five students
and two adults in the picture. The Makis
had family members who attended the school
and reportedly carved their names somewhere in the structure. The school was
probably built around 1898 when
Swallow and Hopkins started their mill.
Early in our investigating
the school’s history, I connected with
Margaret Sweet at the Ely-Winton
Historical Society. We tracked down
another photo of the Fall Lake School

Students at Fall Lake School C. 1900

exterior, date unknown. There are twenty-two students and a teacher pictured
outside the original entrance. This
photo shows an addition on the east, or
lake side, of the building.
In 1914, a new seven room brick
school was built in Winton. Swallow and Hopkins Lumber Company
ceased operations in 1915. We do
not know when the Fall Lake School
stopped functioning and if the students
went to the new school in Winton or
if they went to Section 30 School,
as the Fall Lake School was in Lake
County. The St. Croix Lumber Company
also had a school on the west side of
Winton that was supposedly built in
1893. By 1918 St. Croix ceased operations. The assumption is that those
students attended the new school after

it opened. The original Winton School
no longer exists. The brick school was
open until 1940 when it closed due to
declining enrollment and consolidated
with Ely Public Schools. That building
was later a hospital, then apartments; it
was torn down after a fire destroyed it.
We are not sure when the Swallow-Hopkins
Fall Lake School became a residence. The property abstract shows George Carpenter
taking ownership in 1931. Reportedly, Mrs. Carpenter was a midwife
and our neighbor, Jimmy Maki, was
born in the house. Paul and Gladys
Mittermaier had the deed from 1945 to
1956. They owned Evergreen Lodge
on Basswood Lake. We found a sign in
one of our outbuildings - No Parking –
Duck Only – Evergreen Lodge. The last
owners were Bob and Leone Hayes,

8

Winter 18.indd 8

11/28/2018 1:48:22 PM

1956-2014. Leone said the knotty pine
on the walls came from buildings on
Basswood Lake. She said that “two
portages and many trips” were made
to bring in salvaged materials to be
reused. When we removed a drop
ceiling to expose the original 10’ ceiling height, we found a 2 x 4 stringer
board with names, dates, and addresses
carved and written on it. We guess it
was signed by fishermen who stayed
at Johnson Brothers; Leone’s family
owned that resort and it was brought
back in the salvage from Basswood
Lake.
Throughout the last couple of
years, and as we renovate our house,
we are mindful of preserving as much
of the original character and details
as we can. We have removed dropped
ceilings, tongue and groove knotty
pine paneling, tons of lathe and plaster, interior walls, vinyl floor coverings, carpet, wallpaper, windows, an
old chimney, kitchen cabinetry, light
fixtures and wiring, doors, plumbing, ducting, insulation, and concrete.
We uncovered original bead-board
on the walls and ceilings, and diagonally laid maple hardwood floors which
we brought back to life. In the original cloak room, we discovered holes

in the boards where the coat hooks
were with students’ names written
below them. We found evidence of
another addition and entrance when
we exposed original wood roof shingles and exterior wood sheeting in an
interior wall. We were excited to find a
2 x 4 stud that was marked with School
Dist. #3. The former owner told us
that the casing on either side of a pair
of windows in the living room was
not flush to the wall because that was
where the blackboard had been.
We have tried to use old school
materials in our renovation. Our oak
window and door casings are salvaged
from a former school in Chisholm. Our
kitchen cabinets and a pair of doors are
from a school in Bovey. French doors
from Hibbing High School have been
retrofitted into bedroom doors. We have
oak classroom doors we hope to repurpose in the dining room as wainscoting.
Our renovating this piece of local history is ever evolving. As we continue,
we hope to learn more and share with
other people who are interested in our
preservation project.

LAKE SUPERIOR OJIBWE
GALLERY LEARNING
GUIDE AVAILABLE
The newly redesigned Lake Superior
Ojibwe Gallery opened in April 2018. To
celebrate the redesigned exhibit, SLCHS
staff, interns, and the American Indian
Advisory Committee worked together to
create an exhibit Learning Guide. Beginning with the Ojibwe migration to “the
place where food grew on water,” the
Learning Guide acts as a great introduction to Ojibwe history and culture. Each
Learning Guide includes a short worksheet and resource guide to encourage
further learning. If you are interested in a
copy of the Learning Guide please reach
out to Charlene Langowski, Collections
Assistant, at charlene@thehistorypeople.org.
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...WOODY & PETE from Page 1.
we ought to sing another?’ Well, we
sang one more. There was still dead
silence when we finished. We thanked
the men for listening and walked over
to the side. One of the men said, ‘Aren’t
you going to sing any more, boys?’ A
little reluctantly we went back and sang
a couple more songs, again to complete
dead silence, and then we figured we
better not push our luck any more and
said good night. The next morning one
of the men said to us, ‘Boy, that music
sure was wonderful. Wish you had sung
a lot more, we could have listened to it
all night.”
They capped their stay with a party at
the Pla-Mor Ballroom, 12A E. Superior St., on Saturday, October 4, which
featured “…union square dancing, lunch
and trimmings in addition to entertainment by the Almanac Singers,” stated
“Midwest Labor.”
“Pete was having a lot of trouble
with Woody
on that trip,”
Irene said.
“Pete was
the most
patient guy
in the world,
but Woody!
…If he
wasn’t in
the mood to
talk, nothing
could make
him do it.
He’d sit,
Henry Paull
Credit: Duluth News Tribune, May 5, 1947.
play the
fiddle, and
say, ‘Dance.’”
Upon Henry Paull’s death from a
heart attack at age 47 in 1947, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn eulogized him in the
“Daily Worker”: “He was known far and
wide as an honest lawyer and people
flocked to him with all their troubles.
He was gentle and kind to the poor and
helpless and wore himself out in their
service.”
He nearly lost his life 10 years earlier while representing striking timber
workers in Michigan. In 1937, a mob of
50 vigilantes attacked him and two other
labor leaders with clubs and axe handles in a restaurant in Ironwood. They

dragged them to a vehicle and drove to
Saxon, Wisconsin, where they dumped
them out and warned them to not return
to Michigan. This happened three weeks
after an armed mob, led by law enforcement officers, drove labor leaders—including both Paulls—from Munising.
Henry, born Henry Polinsky in Kiev
in 1900, graduated from Duluth Central
High School
in 1918. His
senior class
picture in the
“Zenith” yearbook is captioned: “Henry is a hard
worker, and a
fine debator,
and has abundant amount of
good nature.”
He chose a
Irene Paull
Credit: “Irene: Selected Writings of
different path
Irene Paull.” a book edited by Gayla
than his father Ellis and published in 1996.
and brothers,
who turned to bootlegging: He earned a
bachelor’s degree from the University
of Minnesota and a law degree from the
University of Michigan.
Born in Duluth in 1908, Irene Levine
Paull identified with less-fortunate people at a young age. She graduated from
Duluth Central in 1925. Her yearbook
quote says, “None but an author knows
an author’s cares,” an excerpt from a
poem by William Cowper. She attended St. Scholastica but dropped out to
experience living with the poor people
of Chicago. There, she befriended Jane
Addams, who advised her to return to
college to pursue social work. But Irene
was not satisfied with Addams’s work.
She wanted to fight for the poor, not
police them. She returned to Duluth,
married Henry, and pursued writing and
activism.
“We’re the People,” a collection of
her articles for “Midwest Labor,” was
published in 1941. Guthrie wrote a
review of “We’re the People” for “People’s World.” “Hitler’s particular breed
of dopey, greedy, thieving brains is just
the natural outcome of cheap, dumb,
gangsterism; and Calamity Janes have
fought it all over the world, and are now
digging its grave,” he wrote. Guthrie’s
unrecorded song, “Calamity Jane,” men-

tions lumberjacks’ flea-bit bunks and a
“straight-talking gal from Duluth.”
Irene and her two children, Bonnie
and Michael, moved to Minneapolis
following Henry’s death. She supported
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and was subsequently blacklisted among the Twin
Cities Jewish community. She moved
to San Francisco after the Rosenbergs
were executed in 1953. In 1963, she
appeared before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in Los
Angeles. She refused to answer, citing
her protections under the Fourth and
Fifth Amendments of the Constitution,
when asked about her involvement in the
Communist Party—she left the Party in
1956, citing anti-Semitism—and if she
had visited Cuba in 1960 and 1961. In
time, she became concerned with the
rights of senior citizens, among other
causes, and eventually retired as editor
of the newspaper “Senior Power.”
She maintained correspondence with
Guthrie and Seeger through the years.
Nevertheless, Seeger was surprised
when he happened to see her in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, at a voting-rights
march in 1964.
Seeger had also been in Mississippi
the year before, with Bob Dylan. Dylan,
who accompanied Seeger to Greenwood
in 1963, became famous after leaving
Minnesota for the New York coffeehouses and to find Guthrie, his musical idol,
at a hospital in New Jersey—Guthrie
suffered from Huntington’s disease—
just two years earlier.
Dylan’s parents, Abram (1911-1968)
and Beatrice (1915-2000) Zimmerman,
are buried two rows and just a few paces
away from Henry at Duluth’s Tifereth
Israel Cemetery. Irene, who died in
San Francisco in 1981, is also buried at
the cemetery but in a different section.
Henry’s monument reads: “Henry Paull,
Attorney for the People, 1900–1947,”
with a stanza from poet James Russell
Lowell’s “Freedom,” which the Paulls
had framed and hung upon their wall to
guide their children:
“They are slaves who fear to speak
For the fallen and the weak;
They are slaves who dare not choose
Hatred, scoffing and abuse,
Rather than in silence shrink
From the truth they needs must think:
They are slaves who dare not be
In the right with two or three.”
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NEWS FROM
OUR AFFILLATES
Tower-Soudan Historical Society
By Douglas Workman

The Annual Dinner meeting of the Society
was held at the Tower Civic Center on September
18. The meeting focused on the historic Tower Fire
Hall, which the Society purchased in 2015. The Fire
Hall is the oldest historic public building north of
Duluth! The meeting’s theme was Historic Fire Hall
Restoration: Our History and Our Future.   There
was a power point tour of the Fire Hall, highlighting
historic photos, existing conditions, and future restoration plans. Presenters were historian Leone Graf
and grant writer Nancy Larson.
Leone Graf, MA in Historic Preservation, and
BS in Construction, has extensive hands-on experience. With her background in historic restoration/
construction, she has managed projects for other
registered buildings and national landmarks, and is
meticulous in applying her expertise and historic
restoration methods. She knows about historical
characteristics and has assessed building conditions
of the historic Tower Depot-Museum (formerly,
Tower Passenger Station), and wrote a feasibility
study of the historic Tower Fire Hall. She was a
curator with the Coastal Heritage Society, Savannah,
Georgia, and its two national landmarks. Currently,
she is President of the St. Louis County Historical
Society.
Nancy Larson, Vice-President, Tower-Soudan
Historical Society, has over thirty years of community and economic development experience. She
directed the St. Louis County Community Development and Housing for sixteen years and facilitated
the development of housing projects in northern
Minnesota. She was instrumental in establishing
and managing the St. Louis County Housing and
Redevelopment Authority for fifteen years. Larson
is the CEO of Community Coaching Inc., a Minnesota-based planning and development and health/
wellness corporation. She assists nonprofits and
communities in financing, planning and creating
projects.   Nancy grew up in Tower and remembers
the Tower Fire Hall when it was Tower’s Recreation Building. She travels each winter and lives in
Soudan and on Lake Vermilion’s Ely Island in the
summer.

MAKING THE SWITCH
By Samantha M. Tubbs
Thanks to grant funds from the Duluth-Superior
Area Community Foundation, the St. Louis County
Historical Society transferred to a new collections
software. While PastPerfect is seen by some as the
industry standard, there are several institutions that
are switching to Cloud-based systems. Enter re:Discovery Software’s Proficio Elements. This new
system allows for easy access – anywhere with an
Internet connection – and allows for full archival
descriptions.
St. Louis County Historical Society’s collections’
structure and location made it difficult to quickly and
efficiently catalog, locate, and edit data pertaining to
its collections. It was not the best for archival collections – something that the Society has paid closer
attention to in recent years. The ability to accurately describe archival collections helps the curator/
archivist and helps future researchers. The St. Louis
County Historical Society has six locations to house
its collection, and yet only one allowed access to
the collections software (PastPerfect). Now, having
switched to a Cloud-based system (Proficio Elements), curatorial staff can access collections from
virtually anywhere. This makes curatorial staff more
productive, and reduces the time we have to switch
work stations throughout the building. This ease of
access is one of many steps within the Collections
Accessibility Initiative. The Initiative is a five-year,
multi-phase plan that will result in a complete inventory, including re-cataloging and re-housing. At the
Initiative’s conclusion, the majority of the Society’s
collections will be available online to researchers.
We are thankful to the Duluth-Superior Area
Community Foundation for funding this project as
part of a larger whole, and to the staff at re:Discovery Software who worked with us during the data-transfer period and in our initial understanding of
the new system.
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International spies from Duluth?
Read On...
By Kathleen M. Cargill
As I was searching
for information about
my ancestors who
served in World War
II, I chanced to read
Elizabeth P. McIntosh’s
second book about her
service as a spy, Sisterhood of Spies: Women
of the OSS. America’s
first central intelligence
agency was the Office of
Strategic Services (OSS),
a precursor to the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA), and existed from
June 1942 to October
1945. America and its
allies needed spies during
WWII, and McIntosh
wrote about 120 of those
among the “21,642 men
and women” who served
around the world. She talked about Julia
McWilliams who married Paul Child and
became the famous chef, Julia Child. She
mentioned other famous people such as
Moe Berg (former baseball catcher for the
Washington Senators), Marlene Dietrich
(German-born actress), Ho Chi Minh (future leader, Democratic Republic of Vietnam), and mid-20th Century anthropologists Margaret Mead, Gregory Bateson,
Carleton Coon, David Mandelbaum, and
Cora DuBois.
McIntosh introduced Jane Foster
and George Michael Zlatovski. He was
brought up in Duluth and graduated from
Central High School. That got my attention! I researched this local man and
his fascinating wife to learn about their
background, their wartime activities, and
ultimately, the accusations during the
McCarthy Era that he and his wife were
Soviet espionage agents.
In 1922, a Russian Jewish family emigrated from Kiev, Ukraine, to Duluth,

fleeing persecution. Michael (Mikhail) L.
Zlatovski, a physician, and his wife Rose,
came with their children, George Michael
and Helen. The elder Zlatovski practiced
medicine in the Lyceum Building (corner
of West Superior Street and North Fifth
Street) not far from the Union Depot. The
1930 US Census indicates they spoke
Yiddish in their rented home at 210 13th
Avenue East. They employed Mary Torrence, a forty-five year old “servant” as
the housekeeper. The five bedroom, two
bath home is still there. According to Dr.
Zlatovski’s funeral notice, he was born in
1878 and died on January 15, 1951, after
living in Duluth for twenty-eight years
(Duluth News Tribune, January 16, 1951).
The year of his birth varies by source: On
the US World War II Draft Registration
Card (Old Man’s Draft) he wrote July 1,
1878; this differs from his cemetery marker at Temple Emanuel Cemetery, Duluth,
which states 1876 (FindaGrave.com).

Rose, is buried next to him. At his death,
his son, George Michael Zlatovski, lived
in Paris.
The Zlatovski family belonged to Temple Emanuel Congregation, and the doctor
belonged to the Covenant Club. Two of
Duluth’s oldest Jewish congregations Temple Emanuel, founded by German
Jews, and Tifereth Israel (Splendor of
Israel), founded by Russian Jews – were
established in the 1890s. Temple Emanuel
was affiliated with Reform Judaism and
Tifereth Israel conducted services in the
Orthodox tradition. Tifereth Israel’s 1945
shift to Conservative Judaism, coupled
with a decline of Duluth’s Jewish population, led the two congregations to unite in
1969 as Temple Israel.
In A Short History of the Duluth Jewish Community 1870-1976, Bertha Singer
wrote for the Jewish American Bicentennial Celebration (October 1976). She said
the Havov Club began in 1933 and was
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a semi-private club, formed to meet the
social needs of its members. The Articles
of Incorporation were filed on July 27,
1937. The signers were A. Garon (Garon
Brothers Jewelry), Mandy Horwitz, and
Bernard Seiler (Seiler brothers Jerome,
Jack, and Bernard founded Security Jewelry). In 1950, Havov (pronounced Hai Vov)
expanded its facilities, changed its name
to the Covenant Club, and opened in enlarged quarters on West First Street {125
West 1st Street-now the Advanstar Campus} for “dining and sociability.” It later
moved to 25 West 1st Street {Tellor Jubie
Building} in larger quarters, and made its
facilities available to the Duluth community. Some years later it closed because of
shrinking needs.} Dr. Zlatovski was part
of this early Jewish community. Notably
he spoke out against the Communists,
according to the Duluth Herald, July 9,
1957, article titled Indicted Spy Suspect
Was Raised in Duluth.
George Michael Zlatovski, born in
Ukraine in 1910, was naturalized with
his family in February 1928 through the
Federal Court of Duluth. Young George
attended Central High School and graduated in 1929. He was in Press Club, History
Club, and Track, among other activities.
He attended Duluth Junior College for two
years, then attended and graduated in 1933
from the University of Minnesota in engineering. He was thought to be a “brilliant
pianist and gave several concerts in Duluth” according to the Duluth News Tribune,
July 9, 1957, headline Former Duluth
Man, Wife Face Spy Charges. More about
his alleged spying later.
Perhaps because of his father’s anti-totalitarian influence, George joined the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade to fight with
the Loyalists during the Spanish Civil War
(July 1936 to April 1939). His residence
was West 14th Street, New York City, and
he was a clerk with the Medical Services
in Albacete, Spain (Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives). According to the Duluth
Herald, July 9, 1957, he fought for eleven
months, returning to the United States on
March 23, 1938. This is corroborated by
the List of United States Citizens cruising
aboard the SS Normandie from LeHavre,
France to the Port of New York. He was
one of 1,800 Americans who fought with
the Spanish Republic against Francisco
Franco, a Fascist, and Spain’s future dictator. Among others who fought were writ-

ers Ernest Hemingway, George Orwell,
Arthur Koestler, Andre Malraux, John Dos
Passos, and Emma Goldman.
George Zlatovski enlisted in the U.S.
Army on November 9, 1942, and was in
Intelligence (Branch Immaterial), as a
Warrant Officer. “Branch Immaterial”
means enlisted personnel unassigned to
any branch. His US World War II Draft
Registration Card indicates that George
M. Zlatovski was assigned to the “Medical Administrative Corps – for Officers
Only” (Fold3 and National Archives). His
Enlistment Record states he was single,
without dependents. Further, he resided in
St. Louis County, Minnesota, was born in
1910 in Russia, and had a high school education. This contradicts other data which
states he attended junior college and the
university.
A little more than six months earlier,
the elder Dr. Michael L. Zlatovski, signed
the US World War II Draft Registration
Card (Old Man’s Draft), on April 27,
1942. He was sixty-three years old. His
office was at 205 Lyceum Building, with
Melrose 1770 as his phone number.
George Zlatovski’s secret marriage to
Jane Foster was in 1943 {McIntosh said it
was in 1941}; a secret because Foster was
in the Office of Strategic Services (OSS)
and Zlatovski joined the U. S. Army in
1942. They remarried on September 16,
1946 after the OSS had been disbanded.
As an OSS agent, Foster was assigned to
Morale Operations (MO), one of seven
working branches in the early structure of
OSS. All branches “employed women either in support functions or its operations”
according to McIntosh. Paraphrased,
Morale Operations was ‘black’ propaganda, disinformation, subversive, its sources
disguised, and its product disowned by
our government if an operation backfired.
MO disguised the truth, developed rumors,
slanted stories – activities designed to
befuddle or demoralize the enemy.
Jane Foster joined the Communist Party in 1939; she was described later by Julia
McWilliams Child as a ‘joiner’ who would
join anything to assist the less fortunate.
Foster was a 1935 Mills College graduate
from a well-to-do family in California.
Her father was Harry Emerson Foster,
Medical Director for Cutter Laboratories,
a pharmaceutical manufacturer. She met
George Michael Zlatovski in New York
City where both were active in the Com-

munist Party. She was recruited by OSS,
and her association with Communists was
largely ignored because Russia was an ally
in the fight against Nazi Germany.
Foster served the OSS in Ceylon (Sri
Lanka) under the direction of Cora DuBois. The latter headed the Research and
Analysis Branch (R&A), the OSS section
that “collected and analyzed all overt
and covert material for use in planning
subversive operations” from late 1943 to
1945, according to McIntosh. Foster was
transferred to Indonesia in August 1945
after the Japanese capitulated. There she
interviewed prisoners to determine the
extent of their war crimes, particularly of
the officers, many of whom comprised
the Japanese equivalent of the German
Gestapo. She also “processed some five
hundred American prisoners” interned by
the Japanese.
After World War II, life for the Zlatovski couple became an international conversation. Allegations were that they joined
a Soviet espionage ring as early as 1940.
On July 8, 1957 the couple was indicted
by a Federal Grand Jury on espionage
charges. The McCarthy Era was in full
swing from 1950 to 1957 (Senator Joseph
McCarthy died in May 1957). McCarthyism is a term used in reference to what
are considered demagogic, reckless, and
unsubstantiated accusations, and public
attacks on the character or patriotism of
political opponents. McCarthy insisted
that the United States was being infiltrated
by Communists, and the Zlatovskis seemingly fell into the Senator’s web.
According to Time Magazine in 1957,
George Zlatovski was not as active in
espionage work as was his wife alleged
to be. The article stated: “As a team, the
two allegedly collected information on
the ‘sexual and drinking habits’ of U.S.
personnel stationed in Austria, apparently
to blackmail recruitment of new agents for
espionage activity” (covert-history.wikia.
com). Even the Canberra Times (July 10,
1957) in Australia wrote about the Federal
indictment.
The Duluth Herald and the Duluth
News Tribune published articles about
the indicted spy from Duluth! “The alleged double-espionage agents, known as
‘Rector’ and ‘Slang’ in the spy network
described in the indictment, are living in a
dingy flat on Paris’ left bank.” The indict-

Continued next page...
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ment charged that the couple were members of a spy ring from
1940 “right up until Monday” (July 8, 1957). This time frame
included Zlatovski’s service during World War II as a lieutenant
in Army Intelligence, and Foster’s time in OSS in Washington,
D.C. and in South and Southeast Asia.
The famous chef, Julia Child, was Julia McWilliams, an OSS
agent assigned to Kandy, Ceylon who served with her future
husband, Paul Child, and with Jane Foster. An interview by the
FBI’s Washington Field Office with Julia McWilliams Child and
her husband, Paul Child, on April 17, 1957, was declassified on
March 6, 1997. It was interesting to review this document with
the words SECRET and CONFIDENTIAL crossed out. The
document’s summary on the front page states: “Interviews in D.
C. failed to confirm JANE and GEORGE ZLATOVSKI’s membership in the CP” (Communist Party).
What follows are excerpts in quotes from both interviews.
While Paul Child and his wife were in Paris in 1951/1952 he was
the Attache at the American Embassy. They chanced to meet
Jane Foster and, for the first time, her husband George Zlatovski.
The couples socialized until Paul Child transferred to Marseilles
in April 1953. At the time Jane Foster, using her Mills College
degree, pursued her interest in art, while Child said: “George was
employed by UNESCO {United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization}, preparing an English-French-German dictionary of engineering terms.” The Zlatovski apartment
was not “ostentatious”; they apparently lived within their means.
Their apartment was on Rue Mazarim {likely Rue Mazarine in
the Latin Quarter} and was decorated simply with Jane’s artwork;
Julia Child stated that Jane was “most interested in art” and “had
a commission from the French Government to furnish the designs
of a tapestry.”
According to Paul Child, the two couples met for the last time
in fall 1955 at which time Jane discussed her passport difficulty
giving the impression that she was “being persecuted by the United States Government.” Julia Child corrected this story stating
that George told them…“when Jane applied for a new passport,
she experienced difficulty in securing one” while she was in the
U.S. visiting her sick mother. Julia reported that George Zlatovski was bitter about this and “attributed his wife’s difficulties to his
being born in Russia. Mrs. Child further believed George Zlatovski told them he had served in the Abraham Lincoln Brigade
with the Loyalist forces in Spain and this was an additional item
being held against his wife.”
Paul Child continued that he did not believe the allegations
against the Zlatovski couple, that the latter did not discuss politics, and they had never attempted to elicit intelligence data from
him.
Julia Child corroborated her husband’s statements in a separate
interview by the FBI. She confirmed she had known Jane Foster
since July 1944 when they both served in the OSS in Ceylon.
Female OSS employees were billeted at the Queen Hotel. The
wartime association ended when Julia was transferred in February 1945 to China. Julia confirmed that Jane’s job was to create
“propaganda to which peoples of the Dutch East Indies would be
susceptible”; the Dutch had considerable economic interests in
Indonesia. This is consistent with what agents in Morale Operations were asked to do. According to Julia Child, Jane “favored
the independence of Indonesia and for that reason was declared

persona non grata by the Dutch government. Mrs. Child could
not further elaborate on the above.”
In reading these interviews carefully, it is apparent that the
FBI recorded “information” that may have been conjecture, opinion, musings, and the retelling of third-party conversation. It was
interesting reading, but each byte needs triangulation to ferret out
what actually happened.
Elizabeth McIntosh was very clear in her opinion about the
innocence of Jane and George Zlatovski: “The anticommunist
hysteria that swept the country in the early 1950s swept Jane Foster and her Russian-born husband into the vortex of the storm…
They were indicted for espionage but never faced the charge in
the United States. They were granted asylum in France and lived
there until they both died…”
As to whether or not George Zlatovski and Jane Foster were
guilty of espionage - this remains a history mystery! Thank you
to Joanne M. Sher for reviewing this article.

IN THE NEWS
Sharing information about the history of St. Louis County
is something each Society staff member does in many different
ways. Staff are called upon to lecture, conduct workshops, or
present history to the general public in locations outside the Historic Depot Building. Staff strive to meet the Society’s mission
of presenting history in an informative and balanced manner.
Samantha Tubbs, Collections Manager/Exhibits Curator was
asked by Professor David Woodward to be a guest lecturer for
the Introduction of Museum Studies class as part of the Museum Studies Certificate Program at the University of Minnesota
Duluth. She spoke to 20 students on September 20th about
mission statements, policy, collections management, cataloging,
object photography, archival theory and processing, museum
loans, collections care, museum environments, social medial for
collection institutions, differing software databases, internships,
and answered questions. Following this presentation, the students came to the St. Louis County Heritage & Arts Building on
September 25 to discuss exhibit design (good and bad), planning,
and how upcoming exhibits will come to fruition, and had a tour
of the Society’s exhibits.
Continuing the conversation about his uncle, James Joseph
Hubert, WWII Marine, Jay Hagen, VMH Program Assistant,
spoke on November 14 to members of the Glen Avon Presbyterian Men’s Club.
Collections Assistant, Samantha Tubbs, participated in History Day at Ordean Middle School on October 23. She spoke to
an audience of approximately 60 students and teachers.
The Duluth Woman’s Club asked Kathleen Cargill, Administrative Assistant, to guide interested members in basic genealogical research methods. She provided guests with a toolkit of local
and national genealogical resources, and spoke about her recent
research on former Duluth resident, George Zlatovsky and his
alleged activities as a Soviet spy in the 1940s/1950s. She also
spoke about the historical memoir she published from her aunt’s
1939 letters and photographs.
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The CCC in Minnesota 1933-1942
By Rachel McNeil
At the height of the Great Depression, several
government programs were launched by the U.S.
Congress and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to
allow young American men employment opportunities
during a time when such opportunities were few and
far between. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC),
a direct descendant of such programs, was established
as part of the President’s New Deal mere days after
passing the Emergency Conservation Work (ECW)
Act in March 1933.  
The CCC was largely a collaborative effort by several federal agencies that worked together to put into
motion countless public works projects focused on
improving and protecting public lands and resources
across the country, including road work, fire prevention, and recreational development. To qualify for the
program, men were required to be between the ages of
eighteen and twenty-five, legal U.S. citizens, in good
health, unemployed, unmarried, and on public assistance. Once enrolled, workers were assigned to camps
for a minimum of six months with a stipend of thirty
dollars per month.
By mid-1933, enrollment was extended to older men and veterans who the government believed
would be better equipped to tackle more advanced
projects that required workers with more skill. In June
1933, the program expanded further when the Office
of Indian Affairs established the Civilian Conservation Corps-Indian Division (CCC-ID). Minnesota’s

first CCC-ID camp opened in Nett Lake in July 1933.
CCC-ID camps continued the Indian Reorganization
Act’s (IRA) mission of preserving Ojibwe and Dakota
culture through the completion of cultural, archaeological, and construction projects both on and off reservation lands.
Located in the Seventh U.S. Army Corps Area
Service Command, which included North and South
Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, and
Arkansas, Minnesota was home to sixty-one CCC
camps responsible for the enrollment of six-thousand
men. The state’s first camp, Company 701, opened
on May 8, 1933 on Lake Gegoka and was soon followed by others scattered throughout the state with a
primary focus on forestry and state and national park
projects. For example, at the Partridge River Camp
F-2 located in Allen, Minnesota, the men completed
various projects that contributed to the preservation of
the area’s natural landscape, including planting many
conifer plantations that now flourish in the region.
For an in-depth study of the Civilian Conservation
Corps in Minnesota, please refer to works by Barbara
Sommer, a volunteer oral historian for the St. Louis
County Historical Society. She wrote Hard Work
and a Good Deal: The Civilian Conservation Corps
in Minnesota, published by the Minnesota Historical
Society.
The J. C. Ryan Forest History Gallery is dedicated to
Forest Ranger James C. “Buzz” Ryan and the 600 members of the CCC who served with him in the Cloquet
Valley State Forest, 1933-1941.
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