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OVERVIEW 
 
Mono County covers an area of 3,044 square miles. Alpine County borders it on the north, 
Tuolumne, Madera and Fresno Counties on the west and Inyo County on the south.  The 
state of Nevada provides the county’s eastern border.  
  
Two school districts in Mono County and the Mono County Office of Education provide 
services to 1,700 students.  
 
Educational programs within Mono County provide numerous opportunities for students in 
need of traditional and/or alternative education programs.  Individual school districts offer 
many educational alternatives, and Mono County Office of Education (MCOE) offers 
additional alternatives.  Together, the districts and MCOE provide a wide range of 
services to expelled youth.  
  
Educators in Mono County recognize the need for a continuum of educational services for 
all students, including expelled students.  It is important to provide support and service to 
expelled students while recognizing the rights of others to be safe.  Local educators also 
recognize the seriousness of expulsion and pledge to apply careful thought, with an 
emphasis on fairness and consistency, during the decision-making process.  
  
On July 1, 1996, Education Code Section 48926 became operational.  California 
Education Code Section 48926 states, “Each county superintendent of schools in 
counties that operate community schools pursuant to Section 1980, in conjunction with 
superintendents of school districts within the county shall develop a plan for providing 
education services to all expelled pupils in that county.  The plan shall be adopted by the 
governing board of each school district within the county and by the county board of 
education.”  
  
In addition, Education Code Section 48926 requires the following components be 
contained in this plan: (a) an enumeration of existing educational alternatives for expelled 
pupils; (b) the identification of gaps in educational services to expelled pupils; (c) 
proposed strategies for fulfilling said gaps; and (d) alternative placement for expelled 
students who have failed to meet the terms and conditions of their rehabilitation plan or 
who pose a danger to other district pupils.  
  
Education Code section 48916 (b) states, “The governing board shall recommend a plan 
of rehabilitation for the pupil at the time of the expulsion order.”  That is, a student whose 
behavior has resulted in expulsion is given a rehabilitation plan designed by the district of 
residence.  This plan will involve one or more of the options contained in this plan.  
 
  
 
California Education Code Section 48916.1(a) states, “At the time an expulsion of a pupil 
is ordered, the governing board of the school district shall ensure that an educational 



program is provided to the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order for the period of the 
expulsion...” Therefore, every school district governing board in Mono County will refer 
each expelled student to an appropriate educational placement for the period of the 
expulsion.  The educational placement will be determined on an individual basis by the 
school district’s governing board based on 1) seriousness of offense, 2) available 
educational alternatives, and 3) other related factors.  
  
Educational alternatives provided by California’s school districts are not available to all 
expelled students.  Seriousness of offense, location of offense, and grade level of the 
student have the potential to restrict the district level educational alternatives available to 
the student during the period of expulsion.  Students expelled for any of the offenses 
listed in subdivision (a) or (c) of Section 48915 of the California Education Code shall not 
be permitted to enroll in any district-operated program during the period of the expulsion 
unless it is a community day school (E.C. 48915.2).  Expelled students shall be referred 
to an educational placement that is 1) not situated at a comprehensive middle, junior, or 
senior high school, or at any elementary school, and 2) not housed at the school site 
attended by the student at the time of the offense (E.C. 48915).    
  
If the expelled student is in grades K-6, the educational placement for the student shall 
not be combined or merged with educational programs offered to students in grades 7-12 
(E.C. 48916.1).  In addition to the requirements stated above, such factors as district size, 
district level alternatives, county level alternatives and district philosophy can influence 
the decisions by a district board of education regarding what educational  
alternatives are appropriate for the students who are expelled, seriousness of offense, 2) 
available educational alternatives, and 3) other related factors.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Existing School District Educational Alternatives  

For Expelled Students 
 
 
 

Each school district must take steps to see that services are provided for expelled 
students. An expelled student is given a rehabilitation plan designed by the district of 
residence.  Any recommended placement is monitored and appropriate documentation 
maintained.  This plan may involve one or more of the options outlined below.  
  
The governing board of each school district determines which educational alternatives are 
appropriate and available.  Educational alternatives throughout Mono County for students 
recommended for expulsion include, but are not limited to, the following options:  
  
1. Expulsion, suspended order, with placement on the same school campus. 
  
2. Expulsion, suspended order, with placement on a different school campus within the 
district. 
 
3. Expulsion, suspended order, with subsequent transfer to a county alternative school. 
 
4. Expulsion with referral to a District Community Day School program, if available.  
 
5. Expulsion with referral to a County Community School. 
 
6. Expulsion with subsequent voluntary placement in a County Community School 
Independent Study program. 
 
7. Expulsion, parental placement in a private school or private home- school alternative.  
 
 
 

Existing Mono County Office of Education and District 
Educational Alternatives for Expelled Students 

 
 

School District or 
County 

Grades Location 

Jan Work Community School County 1-12 Mammoth Lakes 
Tioga Community School County 7-12 Lee Vining 
Sawtooth Ridge Community 
School 

County 7-12 Coleville 

 



County and District Accomplishments in Addressing Educational 
needs of Expelled Students 

Current Service Gaps and Strategies 
 
The number of expulsions in the county over the last 3 years has averaged @1.3 
expulsions per year, and has remained consistently lower than the high of 16 expulsions 
in 2007-08. In 20012-13, there was one expulsion in the county, in 2013-14 there were 
three expulsions and in 2014-15 there were none. 
 
There were four service gaps that were identified in the triennial plan with respect to 
providing education services to expelled students.  What follows is an overview of these 
identified gaps, the corresponding County/District strategies for addressing the gaps, an 
assessment of their implementation and additional strategies that were and will be 
implemented to address service gaps. 
  
Service Gap #1 
Unsuccessful Placements 
 
A student who has been expelled from the district under Education Code 48915 and 
referred to a district or county operated Community Day School or Community School and 
who fails to meet the conditions of their rehabilitation plan or commits another violation of 
Education Code 48915 or who poses a continuing danger to school safety as determined 
by the governing board has few options in rural Mono County.  
 
County/District strategy for addressing this gap:  
 
Over the past three years, no district-expelled student has been expelled from the 
community and no expelled student has failed in his or her placement in the county 
community school.  
 
Should this occur, the expelled student who fails to meet the terms and conditions of the 
district’s rehabilitation plan and fails their alternative placement will be referred back to the 
district for review and consideration for another alternative placement. 
 
The school district of residence continues to maintain responsibility for developing a 
rehabilitation plan for the student, for referring the student to an appropriate educational 
setting and for ensuring that an educational program is provided either within or outside of 
the district.  
 
Mono County Office of Education’s LCAP includes a goal that addresses the need to 
provide a rigorous academic education combined with socio-emotional services to 
students who are expelled from schools in the county. This includes Increasing and 
maintaining positive relationships and efficiency of coordinated services with community 
organizations and agencies for all expelled students served by MCOE. (Priority 9).  



All districts have SST processes in place for identifying at risk students and options for 
services. All districts also participate as members of the Mono County SARB board to 
help with student attendance and behavior issues early with referrals to probation and 
other agency support to help prevent the need for suspension or expulsion. 
 
 
 
Service Gap #2 
Geographic Isolation 
 
Several challenges face small school districts when expelling students.  These districts do 
not have the larger number of students or resources for creating programs for specific 
populations. Historically there have been so few students expelled that having a special 
class or program for such students, located in each district, is not financially or 
geographically possible. 
 
Geographically Mono County is rural and isolated.  One of our two districts has 2,600 
square miles with schools in four communities.  They have two County Community 
Schools located in the district attendance area as alternative placements.  The other 
district relies on the County Community School located at the Mono COE facility for 
alternative placements.   
 
County/District strategy for addressing this gap: 
 
Two County Community Schools are located in Lee Vining and Coleville to better serve 
students located in the Eastern Sierra USD attendance area. This greatly assisted the 
district in providing a safe alternative placements should a student be expelled.  
Previously if a student was expelled from that district, he/she had to find transportation 
thirty miles over roads that are treacherous in the winter.  
 
Service Gap #3 
Disparity of Expelled Students 

 
Students who are expelled by individual school districts within Mono County may vary as 
to age, grade level, and expulsion offenses.  The wide range of age, grade level, and 
seriousness of offense make it difficult to provide appropriate programs. 
 
County/District strategy for addressing this gap: 
 
When appropriate, based on the behavior of students and their needs, a waiver may be 
requested in order to mix K-6 expelled and 7-12 expelled students within the same 
location with adequate separation.  
 
A regional program may be developed through the cooperation of Mono County Office of 
Education and the school districts to reflect geographic location or limited numbers.   



 
Service Gap #4 
Students in Grades One Through Six 
 
Students in grades K-6 who are expelled do not have the same educational options 
available as do expelled youth who are in grades 7-12, due to the limited number of 
students who are expelled from these lower grades. 
 
County/District strategy for addressing this gap: 
 
When appropriate, based on the behavior of students and their needs, a waiver may be 
requested to allow the mixing with adequate separation of students in grades K-6 with 
students in grades 7-12. 

 
Districts have implemented a Response to Intervention (RTI) Model in grades K-8. RTI is 
a multi-step approach to providing services and interventions to struggling learners at 
increasing levels of intensity. RTI allows for early intervention by providing academic and 
behavioral supports rather than waiting for a child to fail or become at risk for suspension 
or expulsion. The efforts of the districts in utilizing early intervention strategies have 
resulted in fewer suspensions and expulsions.  
 
 

 
 

 

General Plan Statements 
 

• Any student expelled from any school district in Mono County must be placed in an 
alternative educational setting to ensure a continuance of his/her education.  
Statements about an educational placement rehabilitation plan; length of expulsion 
and specific review dates must be delineated by the district board of education 
upon expulsion. 

 
• The alternative education program cannot be offered within, or on the grounds of 

the school from which the student was expelled, (without a waiver). 
 

• Expelled students within grades K-6 cannot be provided educational services in the 
same classroom as students expelled within grades 7-12 (without a waiver). 

 
• Independent study may be offered as one optional education strategy of the 

Community School. The parent or guardian must provide written consent for 
placement in independent study. 

 
•  It is the responsibility of the district superintendent to notify the Mono County 

Superintendent of Schools within one school day of any student being expelled. 



 
• The district and county superintendent or designees shall discuss the 

circumstances involving the expulsion and possible placement alternatives.  The 
appropriate district and county administrative personnel will then be notified so as 
to take immediate action relative to the alternative educational placement and to 
support the individualized rehabilitation plan. 

 
• The County Superintendent or designee will supervise the educational placement.  

The rehabilitation plan shall involve district personnel and could also involve 
selected personnel from probation, mental health, public health, social services, 
etc., parent or guardian. 

 
• County and district personnel will do everything possible to eliminate any gaps in 

educational services. Enrolling the student in alternative educational services as 
soon as possible will do this.  If a delay of more than one week is anticipated, the 
sending district shall make an interim, appropriate educational assignment for 
student completion while waiting for final placement. 

 
• Post-expulsion educational services shall be provided to insure no interruption of 

educational services for expelled special education students.  The district of 
residence shall continue to be responsible for services to special education eligible 
students.  Special education personnel should conduct a formal Individualized 
Educational Plan (IEP) meeting for all special education students prior to change in 
educational placement or program.  The expelled student’s IEP must reflect the 
appropriateness of any alternative educational placement prior to placement.  
District special education teachers will attend all subsequent IEP meetings and will 
provide special educational support on a consultant or other basis. 

 
• Students who are habitually truant, and whose truancy cannot be rectified through 

the diligent efforts of the Mono County Community Schools, will be referred to 
SARB.  

 
• As required by EC 48916.1(e)(1) each school district shall maintain data as 

specified in this subdivision and report it to the State Department of Education, 
commencing June 1, 1997, on forms provided by the State Department of 
Education.  The school district shall maintain the following data: 

 
§ The number of pupils recommended for expulsion. 
§ The grounds for each recommended expulsion.  
§ Whether the pupil was subsequently expelled. 
§ Whether the expulsion order was suspended. 
§ The type of referral made after the expulsion. 
§ The disposition of the pupil after the end of the period of expulsion. 
 



• The County Superintendent of Schools shall provide any needed outcome data to the 
referring school district, including outcome data on students participating in 
independent study in programs operated by the County Office of Education. 

 
• This plan may be revised at any time with the approval of all district boards and the 

Mono County Office of Education.  
  
• This plan has been approved by the governing boards of the two school districts and 

by the Mono County Board of Education. 
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